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In times of great uncertainty, the urgency of the artist's task is only surpassed by
its difficulty. Oursissuch atime, and rising to the challenge, novelist and poet
Fanny Howe suggests new and fruitful ways of thinking about both the artist's
role and the condition of doubt. In these original meditations on bewilderment,
motherhood, imagination, and art-making, Howe takes on conventional systems
of belief and argues for another, brave way of proceeding. In the essays
"Immanence" and "Work and Love" and those on writers such as Carmelite nun
Edith Stein, French mystic Simone Weil, Thomas Hardy, and llona
Karmel—who were particularly affected by political, philosophical, and
existential eventsin the twentieth century--she directly engages questions of race,
gender, religion, faith, language, and poalitical thought and, in doing so, expands
thefield of the literary essay. A richly evocative memoir, "Seeing Is Believing,"
situates Howe's own domestic and political life in Boston in the late '60s and
early "70s within the broader movement for survival and social justice in the face
of that city's racism.

Whether discussing Weil, Stein, Meister Eckhart, Saint Teresa, Samuel Beckett,

or Lady Wilde, Howe writes with consummate authority and grace, turning
bewilderment into alens and alight for finding our way.
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In times of great uncertainty, the urgency of the artist'stask is only surpassed by its difficulty. Oursis such a
time, and rising to the challenge, novelist and poet Fanny Howe suggests new and fruitful ways of thinking
about both the artist's role and the condition of doubt. In these original meditations on bewilderment,
motherhood, imagination, and art-making, Howe takes on conventional systems of belief and argues for
another, brave way of proceeding. In the essays "Immanence”" and "Work and Love" and those on writers
such as Carmelite nun Edith Stein, French mystic Simone Weil, Thomas Hardy, and llona Karmel—who
were particularly affected by political, philosophical, and existential eventsin the twentieth century--she
directly engages questions of race, gender, religion, faith, language, and political thought and, in doing so,
expands thefield of the literary essay. A richly evocative memoir, "Seeing Is Believing," situates Howe's
own domestic and political life in Boston in the late '60s and early '70s within the broader movement for
survival and social justice in the face of that city's racism.

Whether discussing Weil, Stein, Meister Eckhart, Saint Teresa, Samuel Beckett, or Lady Wilde, Howe writes
with consummate authority and grace, turning bewilderment into alens and alight for finding our way.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Novelist and poet Howe approaches this spare yet cerebral collection of literary essays with a sense of
"bewilderment”: "What | have been thinking about, lately, is bewilderment as away of entering the day as
much as the work. Bewilderment as a poetics and a politics,” like a dream that "hesitates, stands back, makes
itself scared, circles and fizzles." Poetically challenging conventional structure and fixed ways of thinking,
she divulges deeply personal battles with race and gender in the 60s and 70s; she ruminates on metaphorical
fairies, which she considers the art within us; purgatory, the censoring, symbolic space that holds our hidden
"true" selvesin abeyance; and faith, which she has found through the Catholic church. Her prose shimmers
and spins, weaving in stories of writers whose philosophies and struggles have informed her own, such as
Simone Weil, llona Karmel, Thomas Hardy and Edith Stein, a Carmelite nun murdered by the Nazis despite
her conversion from Judaism. Throughout, Howe poses key questions ("Can you wish a new world into
being?'; "How does a change in vocabulary save your life?'; "What does it mean to finish writing a book?"),
embracing doubt without sacrificing control. What does all this have to do with awedding dress? Thetitle
refers to the Carmelite ceremony where nuns mark their spiritual transformation by abdicating their physical
shells and pledging their eternal marriage to theinvisible, the interior, the great empty future, which is un-
nameable-in effect God-and represents Howe's own conversion to Catholicism. Her faith confronts and
shapes the larger issues addressed here-palitics and justice, language and words, and the role of the artist in
our increasingly itinerant world-and results in a thoughtful and inspired meditation.

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review

"The Wedding Dress is an important book for anyone interested in contemporary literature and the role of
the artist in the present. These essays on the art enact a vital intervention with race, gender, faith,
motherhood, and poetry. Fanny Howe uses Doubt to smash conventional systems of belief and Bewilderment
to investigate political injustice and to shape a humane response, displaying an embodied wisdom that is both
brilliantly articulate and precarioudly lived."

From the Inside Flap

"Fanny Howe draws the reader into her meditations on spiritual illuminations with asimplicity and an
originality of vision and style that | find in no other contemporary work dealing with mysticism."—Etel
Adnan, poet and author of The Spring Flowers Own & the Manifestation of the Voyage

"Here we reach the quick: the cutting edge between faith and fiction. These are not sentences, they are
surgical incisions; the whole book a signpost for the new century."—Mark Patrick Hederman, Irish
Benedictine monk and author of Tarot, Talisman or Taboo

"The Wedding Dress is the precious end product of an unique sensibility that combines faith, wisdom,
experience and an uncompromising pursuit of beauty and truth."—~Piers Paul Read, author of The Templars
and Alive: The Story of the Andes Survivors

"Thisisan ax of abook, like Kafka's, breaking through the ice of received wisdom, fake attitudes, piety. An
unflinching but exhilarating look at real religion, the American desolation, awoman's life, and, aways, the
redemption of literature. The sharpened edge is Fanny Howe's love of the truth, which (after cutting) does
indeed set free."—James Carroll, author of Constantine's Sword and Secret Father



"Fanny Howe's latest book is a primer for the mind America does not know it has. Her prose is utterly simple
and truthful yet rings with the formal elegance of past centuries. These pages are a dazzling handbook on the
riddles of language, breath and speech. At every moment in the book Fanny is present, precise, mischievous,
awesome, a companion in arms to her readers. When she turns with us to address the Unknown, she brings
us face to face as no other writer | know can do."—Mark Jay Mirsky, editor of the journal Fiction

"Thisis, without exaggeration, an extraordinary book. The essays have the concentration and obliquity and
suggestiveness of prose poems. The sentences are characteristically short and direct, grammatically simple
and seemingly to the point. But so much thinking and responding and feeling have been distilled into these
deceptively straightforward statements that they often have the tantalizing and paradoxical witchery of runes.
There is no one else like Fanny Howe on the contemporary literary scene."—Albert Gelpi, Stanford
University

"An important book for anyone interested in contemporary literature and the role of the artist in the present.
These essays on the art enact avital intervention with race, gender, faith, motherhood, and poetry. Fanny
Howe uses Doubt to smash conventional systems of belief and Bewilderment to investigate political injustice
and to shape a humane response, displaying an embodied wisdom that is both brilliantly articulate and
precarioudly lived."—Peter Gizzi, author of Artificial Heart

"I have never before had such aphysical, intellectual, emotional and spiritual experience while reading one
book. Fanny Howe makes words reality, thought beauty, and learning meditation. | went with her from
'‘Bewilderment' to agreeing that this book is ‘a path’ and 'like a plot--once formed, it seems to welcome and
pull youintoit." And | am grateful ."—Frances Smith Foster, author of Written by Herself: Literary
Production by African American Women, 1746-1892

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Jena Alvarez:

The book The Wedding Dress: Meditations on Word and Life give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your
spare time. Y ou should use to make your capable more increase. Book can being your best friend when you
getting tension or having big problem with the subject. If you can make studying a book The Wedding Dress:
Meditations on Word and Life for being your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your
current capable, increase your knowledge about severa or all subjects. Y ou are able to know everything if
you like open and read a publication The Wedding Dress: Meditations on Word and Life. Kinds of book are
several. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this
book?

Teddy Hathorn:

Reading a book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With looking at you can get alot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in thisworld can easily share their
idea. Books can also inspire alot of people. Many author can inspire their own reader with their story as well
astheir experience. Not only the story that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the information
about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children, there
are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their proficiency in



writing, they also doing some research before they write to their book. One of them is this The Wedding
Dress. Meditations on Word and Life.

Heather Snyder:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book was rare? Why so many
guery for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people likes looking
at, not only science book but novel and The Wedding Dress. Meditations on Word and Life as well as others
sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel need to read
more and more. Science book was created for teacher or students especially. Those ebooks are helping them
to increase their knowledge. In other case, beside science guide, any other book likes The Wedding Dress:
Meditations on Word and Life to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Y olanda Ocasio:

E-book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but aso
native or citizen have to have book to know the revise information of year to be able to year. Aswe know
those ebooks have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the
world. Through the book The Wedding Dress: Meditations on Word and Life we can acquire more
advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? For being creative person must choose to read a book. Just
choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life with this book The
Wedding Dress: Meditations on Word and Life. Y ou can more desirable than now.
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