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The School in the United States collects the essential primary documents of the
history of education in the United States, from Colonial America to present-day
reform efforts. Expertly chosen by historian and education scholar James Fraser,
these documents incorporate a wide range of sources, from first-person accounts
to textbook excerpts and presidential speeches. As Fraser demonstrates, the
history of American education is also a history of national debates and decisions
about schooling, and he places the prominent voices of these debates in
conversation through carefully curated selections, including the work of famous
thinkers like Thomas Jefferson and W.E.B. Dubois, as well as that of ordinary
classroom teachers.

Organized by era, each chapter begins with a brief introduction intended to spark
student interest, while a detailed bibliography suggests opportunities for further
research. The School in the United States is comprehensive enough to be used as
a main text, but selective enough to be used alongside another while making key
readings in the history of American education accessible in a format that
encourages students to make their own evaluations as they engage with major
historical debates.

Updates to this third edition include:

• Additional materials on current educational issues including the Common Core
State Standards, educational philanthropy, and increased school privatization and
vouchers.

• Online resources that include a full Instructor’s Manual and sample
syllabi, available at www.routledge.com/books/details/9780415832472.
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The School in the United States collects the essential primary documents of the history of education in the
United States, from Colonial America to present-day reform efforts. Expertly chosen by historian and
education scholar James Fraser, these documents incorporate a wide range of sources, from first-person
accounts to textbook excerpts and presidential speeches. As Fraser demonstrates, the history of American
education is also a history of national debates and decisions about schooling, and he places the prominent
voices of these debates in conversation through carefully curated selections, including the work of famous
thinkers like Thomas Jefferson and W.E.B. Dubois, as well as that of ordinary classroom teachers.

Organized by era, each chapter begins with a brief introduction intended to spark student interest, while a
detailed bibliography suggests opportunities for further research. The School in the United States is
comprehensive enough to be used as a main text, but selective enough to be used alongside another while
making key readings in the history of American education accessible in a format that encourages students to
make their own evaluations as they engage with major historical debates.

Updates to this third edition include:

• Additional materials on current educational issues including the Common Core State Standards,
educational philanthropy, and increased school privatization and vouchers.

• Online resources that include a full Instructor’s Manual and sample syllabi, available at
www.routledge.com/books/details/9780415832472.
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Editorial Review

Review

“This is my favorite book that I use with my students. It allows me a lot of creativity in planning the course
curriculum and I like that students can learn from the primary sources without me having to search for all of
the documents.”?Josephine Tabet Sarvis, PhD, Dominican University

"James Fraser provides an excellent comprehensive collection of primary sources that provide the student
with an opportunity for reflecting, constructing meaning, and establishing relationships with the past through
the ideas and experiences of thsoe who lived it and helped form American education as we know it."?Sam F.
Stack Jr., Professor, Social and Cultural Foundations, West Virginia University

"Fraser has most certainly achieved his goal of providing students ‘with a way to immerse themselves in
some of the major debates that have consumed educators over the decades.’ His book enables students to
become historians."?Christine A. Ogren, Associate Professor, Educational Policy and Leadership Studies, the
University of Iowa

About the Author

James W. Fraser is the 2013-2014 President of the History of Education Society and Professor of History and
Education at the Steinhardt School of Culture, Education, and Human Development at New York University,
USA.

 

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Agnes Henson:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As you may
know that book is very important for people. The book The School in the United States: A Documentary
History seemed to be making you to know about other information and of course you can take more
information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The reserve The School in the United States: A
Documentary History is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to be your friend when you
experience bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship with the
book The School in the United States: A Documentary History. You never truly feel lose out for everything
in the event you read some books.

Ernestine Worrell:

Here thing why that The School in the United States: A Documentary History are different and reputable to



be yours. First of all examining a book is good but it really depends in the content of computer which is the
content is as scrumptious as food or not. The School in the United States: A Documentary History giving you
information deeper since different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no book that similar
with The School in the United States: A Documentary History. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up
your own personal eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened
around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your method home by
train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of The School in the
United States: A Documentary History in e-book can be your option.

Lillian Albrecht:

Reading a book to get new life style in this yr; every people loves to examine a book. When you study a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, due to
the fact book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of
book that you have read. If you want to get information about your analysis, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and also soon. The The
School in the United States: A Documentary History provide you with a new experience in reading through a
book.

Cheryl Waller:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got students? We believe that that query
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And also
you know that little person such as reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to know that
reading is very important and book as to be the point. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update concerning something by book. Amount
types of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is The School in the United States: A
Documentary History.
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