The Reformation of the Image

By Joseph Leo Koerner

Read Online ©

The Reformation of the | mage By Joseph Leo Koerner

Martin Luther preached the radical notion that we are saved through faith alone.
With one stroke, he overturned a thousand years of practice and teaching. Gone
was the need for saintly intercessors and a special priesthood or the richly
decorated and image-filled churches in which such mediation could take place.
What counted now was faith arriving inwardly, in each individual, through the
text of the Bible—the naked Word of God itself.

But if words—not iconic images—Iled the believer to salvation, why didn’t
religious imagery disappear during the Reformation? The answer, according to
Joseph Leo Koerner’ s masterful The Reformation of the Image, liesin the
paradoxical nature of Protestant religious imagery itself, which is at once both
iconic and iconoclastic. According to Koerner, it isthis “iconoclash” that
characterizes Reformation art. The Reformation of the Image compellingly shows
how visual art became indispensable to a religious movement built on words. It
also revealsin Protestant images a powerful instance of modern disenchantment:
the disappearance of magic both from images and from the world.

“Unfailingly arresting and inventive. . . itisalong time since awork of art

history has kept me so consistently reaching for a pencil to register ardent
appreciation or violent dissent.”—Eamon Duffy, London Review of Books
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Martin Luther preached the radical notion that we are saved through faith alone. With one stroke, he
overturned a thousand years of practice and teaching. Gone was the need for saintly intercessors and a
specia priesthood or the richly decorated and image-filled churches in which such mediation could take
place. What counted now was faith arriving inwardly, in each individual, through the text of the Bible—the
naked Word of God itself.

But if words—not iconic images—Ied the believer to salvation, why didn't religious imagery disappear
during the Reformation? The answer, according to Joseph Leo Koerner’s masterful The Reformation of the
Image, liesin the paradoxical nature of Protestant religious imagery itself, which is at once both iconic and
iconoclastic. According to Koerner, it isthis*iconoclash” that characterizes Reformation art. The
Reformation of the Image compellingly shows how visual art became indispensable to a religious movement
built on words. It also reveasin Protestant images a powerful instance of modern disenchantment: the
disappearance of magic both from images and from the world.

“Unfailingly arresting and inventive. . . itisalong time since awork of art history has kept me so
consistently reaching for a pencil to register ardent appreciation or violent dissent.”—Eamon Duffy, London
Review of Books
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Editorial Review
Users Review
From reader reviews:
LupeWare

The fedling that you get from The Reformation of the Image is a more deep you excavating the information
that hide within the words the more you get considering reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to
know but The Reformation of the Image giving you buzz feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their
point in selected way that can be understood through anyone who read the idea because the author of this e-
book is well-known enough. Thiskind of book also makes your vocabulary increase well. Thereforeitis
easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you
for having this The Reformation of the Image instantly.

Christopher Larsen:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its protect may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic asin
the outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer is usually The Reformation of the Image why because the
fantastic cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or
content will be fantastic as the outside or cover. Y our reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to
pick up this book.

Carla Arbogast:

Y ou will get this The Reformation of the Image by check out the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or
reviewing it could possibly to be your solveissueif you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this
book are various. Not only by simply written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book through e-
book. In the modern eralike now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what your
problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your book. It is most
important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose correct ways for
you.

Juan Crowe:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many query for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes

looking at, not only science book and aso novel and The Reformation of the Image or even others sources
were given know-how for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel wish to read more and more.



Science book was created for teacher or even students especially. Those textbooks are hel ping them to bring
their knowledge. In some other case, beside science publication, any other book likes The Reformation of the
Image to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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