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Drawing on ancient historical writings, the vast array of information gleaned in
recent years from the study of Hellenistic coins, and startling archaeological
evidence newly unearthed in Afghanistan, Frank L. Holt sets out to rediscover
the ancient civilization of Bactria. In a gripping narrative informed by the
author’s deep knowledge of his subject, this book covers two centuries of
Bactria’s history, from its colonization by remnants of Alexander the Great’s
army to the kingdom’s collapse at the time of a devastating series of nomadic
invasions. Beginning with the few tantalizing traces left behind when the ‘empire
of a thousand cities’ vanished, Holt takes up that trail and follows the remarkable
and sometimes perilous journey of rediscovery.

Lost World of the Ancient King describes how a single bit of evidence—a Greek
coin—launched a search that drew explorers to the region occupied by the
tumultuous warring tribes of eighteenth- and nineteenth-century Afghanistan.
Coin by coin, king by king, the history of Bactria was reconstructed using the
emerging methodologies of numismatics. In the twentieth century, extraordinary
ancient texts added to the evidence. Finally, one of the ‘thousand cities’ was
discovered and excavated, revealing an opulent palace, treasury, temple, and
other buildings. Though these great discoveries soon fell victim to the Afghan
political crisis that continues today, this book provides a thrilling chronicle of the
search for one of the world’s most enigmatic empires.
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Drawing on ancient historical writings, the vast array of information gleaned in recent years from the study
of Hellenistic coins, and startling archaeological evidence newly unearthed in Afghanistan, Frank L. Holt
sets out to rediscover the ancient civilization of Bactria. In a gripping narrative informed by the author’s
deep knowledge of his subject, this book covers two centuries of Bactria’s history, from its colonization by
remnants of Alexander the Great’s army to the kingdom’s collapse at the time of a devastating series of
nomadic invasions. Beginning with the few tantalizing traces left behind when the ‘empire of a thousand
cities’ vanished, Holt takes up that trail and follows the remarkable and sometimes perilous journey of
rediscovery.

Lost World of the Ancient King describes how a single bit of evidence—a Greek coin—launched a search
that drew explorers to the region occupied by the tumultuous warring tribes of eighteenth- and nineteenth-
century Afghanistan. Coin by coin, king by king, the history of Bactria was reconstructed using the emerging
methodologies of numismatics. In the twentieth century, extraordinary ancient texts added to the evidence.
Finally, one of the ‘thousand cities’ was discovered and excavated, revealing an opulent palace, treasury,
temple, and other buildings. Though these great discoveries soon fell victim to the Afghan political crisis that
continues today, this book provides a thrilling chronicle of the search for one of the world’s most enigmatic
empires.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Holt has done a service in summarizing the scholarship about this outpost of Hellenism. Well written [and]
of interest. . . . Recommended.”
(K. W. Harl, Tulane University Choice 2013-04-19)

From the Inside Flap

"Delightful and learned, and written in a crisp and vigorous style, this book will be read with great interest
and profit by both scholars and general readers."

—Stanley Burstein, author of The Reign of Cleopatra

About the Author

Frank L. Holt, Professor of History at the University of Houston, is the author of Into the Land of Bones,
Alexander the Great and the Mystery of the Elephant Medallions, and Thundering Zeus, all published by UC
Press.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Marie Clayton:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what yours problem? How about your time? Or are you busy particular person? If you
don't have spare time to do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have extra time? What
did you do? All people has many questions above. They should answer that question mainly because just
their can do which. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is correct. Because start
from on kindergarten until university need this kind of Lost World of the Golden King: In Search of Ancient
Afghanistan to read.

Jennifer Chambers:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV,
or playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read any book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book which you read you can
spent the entire day to reading a book. The book Lost World of the Golden King: In Search of Ancient
Afghanistan it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These folks
were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the
actual e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not to cover but



this book features high quality.

Vanessa Gilliam:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make anyone to
understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information quicker to share. You
can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You will see that now, a
lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The book that recommended to you is Lost World of the
Golden King: In Search of Ancient Afghanistan this e-book consist a lot of the information on the condition
of this world now. This kind of book was represented how can the world has grown up. The dialect styles
that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some research when he makes this
book. Here is why this book appropriate all of you.

Elizabeth Nicholson:

Beside this Lost World of the Golden King: In Search of Ancient Afghanistan in your phone, it could
possibly give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you
can got here is fresh from oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow
small town. It is good thing to have Lost World of the Golden King: In Search of Ancient Afghanistan
because this book offers for you readable information. Do you at times have book but you seldom get what
it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable blend
here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss it? Find
this book and read it from today!
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