
Huxley's Church and Maxwell's Demon: From
Theistic Science to Naturalistic Science

By Matthew Stanley

Huxley's Church and Maxwell's Demon: From Theistic Science to
Naturalistic Science By Matthew Stanley

During the Victorian period, the practice of science shifted from a religious
context to a naturalistic one. It is generally assumed that this shift occurred
because naturalistic science was distinct from and superior to theistic science.
Yet as Huxley’s Church and Maxwell’s Demon reveals, most of the
methodological values underlying scientific practice were virtually identical for
the theists and the naturalists: each agreed on the importance of the uniformity of
natural laws, the use of hypothesis and theory, the moral value of science, and
intellectual freedom. But if scientific naturalism did not rise to dominance
because of its methodological superiority, then how did it triumph?
           
Matthew Stanley explores the overlap and shift between theistic and naturalistic
science through a parallel study of two major scientific figures: James Clerk
Maxwell, a devout Christian physicist, and Thomas Henry Huxley, the iconoclast
biologist who coined the word agnostic. Both were deeply engaged in the
methodological, institutional, and political issues that were crucial to the theistic-
naturalistic transformation. What Stanley’s analysis of these figures reveals is
that the scientific naturalists executed a number of strategies over a generation to
gain control of the institutions of scientific education and to reimagine the history
of their discipline. Rather than a sudden revolution, the similarity between
theistic and naturalistic science allowed for a relatively smooth transition in
practice from the old guard to the new.
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theistic science. Yet as Huxley’s Church and Maxwell’s Demon reveals, most of the methodological values
underlying scientific practice were virtually identical for the theists and the naturalists: each agreed on the
importance of the uniformity of natural laws, the use of hypothesis and theory, the moral value of science,
and intellectual freedom. But if scientific naturalism did not rise to dominance because of its methodological
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Matthew Stanley explores the overlap and shift between theistic and naturalistic science through a parallel
study of two major scientific figures: James Clerk Maxwell, a devout Christian physicist, and Thomas Henry
Huxley, the iconoclast biologist who coined the word agnostic. Both were deeply engaged in the
methodological, institutional, and political issues that were crucial to the theistic-naturalistic transformation.
What Stanley’s analysis of these figures reveals is that the scientific naturalists executed a number of
strategies over a generation to gain control of the institutions of scientific education and to reimagine the
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Genoveva Johnson:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important usually. The book Huxley's Church and Maxwell's Demon: From
Theistic Science to Naturalistic Science was making you to know about other expertise and of course you
can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The book Huxley's Church and Maxwell's
Demon: From Theistic Science to Naturalistic Science is not only giving you much more new information
but also for being your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read
your e-book. Try to make relationship together with the book Huxley's Church and Maxwell's Demon: From
Theistic Science to Naturalistic Science. You never feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

Matthew Lyons:

This Huxley's Church and Maxwell's Demon: From Theistic Science to Naturalistic Science book is not
really ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book
is usually information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper
you actually read a lot of information you will get. This specific Huxley's Church and Maxwell's Demon:
From Theistic Science to Naturalistic Science without we understand teach the one who looking at it become
critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't always be worry Huxley's Church and Maxwell's Demon:
From Theistic Science to Naturalistic Science can bring if you are and not make your handbag space or
bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even telephone. This Huxley's
Church and Maxwell's Demon: From Theistic Science to Naturalistic Science having fine arrangement in
word as well as layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Harry Fulford:

The book untitled Huxley's Church and Maxwell's Demon: From Theistic Science to Naturalistic Science
contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains the girl idea with easy method. The language is
very easy to understand all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was written
by famous author. The author will bring you in the new era of literary works. You can read this book because
you can keep reading your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime.
If you want to buy the e-book, you can open up their official web-site and order it. Have a nice go through.



William Chestnut:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will
make you to definitely understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the
information easier to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, magazine,
book, and soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The book
that recommended for you is Huxley's Church and Maxwell's Demon: From Theistic Science to Naturalistic
Science this book consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. That book was
represented so why is the world has grown up. The language styles that writer use to explain it is easy to
understand. The actual writer made some exploration when he makes this book. This is why this book
suitable all of you.
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