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After a long period in eclipse, documentary has undergone a marked revival in
recent art. This has been spurred by two phenomena: the exhibition of
photographic and video work on political issues at Documenta and numerous
biennials; and increasing attention to issues of injustice, violence, and trauma in
the war zones of the endemically conflict-ridden twenty-first century. The
renewed attention to photography and video in the gallery and museum world has
helped make documentary one of the most prominent modes of art-making today.
Unsurprisingly, this development has been accompanied by a rich strain of
theoretical and historical writing on documentary. This anthology provides a
much-needed contextual grounding for documentary art. It explores the roots of
documentary in modernism and its critique under postmodernism; surveys
current theoretical thinking about documentary; and examines a wide range of
work by artists within, around, or against documentary through their own
writings and interviews.

Artists surveyed include: Kutlug Ataman, Ursula Biemann, Hasan Elahi, Harun
Farocki, Omer Fast, Joan Fontcuberta, Regina José Galindo, David Goldblatt,
Craigie Horsfield, Alfredo Jaar, Emily Jacir, Lisa F. Jackson, Philip Jones
Griffiths, An-My Le, Renzo Martens, Boris Mikhailov, Daido Moriyama, Walid
Raad, Michael Schmidt, Sean Snyder

Writers include: James Agee, Ariella Azoulay, Walter Benjamin, Adam
Broomberg, Judith Butler, Oliver Chanarin, Georges Didi-Huberman, John
Grierson, David Levi Strauss, Elizabeth McCausland, Carl Plantinga, Jacques
Rancière, Martha Rosler, Jean-Paul Sartre, Allan Sekula, W. Eugene Smith,
Susan Sontag, Hito Steyerl, Trinh T. Minh-ha
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After a long period in eclipse, documentary has undergone a marked revival in recent art. This has been
spurred by two phenomena: the exhibition of photographic and video work on political issues at Documenta
and numerous biennials; and increasing attention to issues of injustice, violence, and trauma in the war zones
of the endemically conflict-ridden twenty-first century. The renewed attention to photography and video in
the gallery and museum world has helped make documentary one of the most prominent modes of art-
making today. Unsurprisingly, this development has been accompanied by a rich strain of theoretical and
historical writing on documentary. This anthology provides a much-needed contextual grounding for
documentary art. It explores the roots of documentary in modernism and its critique under postmodernism;
surveys current theoretical thinking about documentary; and examines a wide range of work by artists
within, around, or against documentary through their own writings and interviews.

Artists surveyed include: Kutlug Ataman, Ursula Biemann, Hasan Elahi, Harun Farocki, Omer Fast, Joan
Fontcuberta, Regina José Galindo, David Goldblatt, Craigie Horsfield, Alfredo Jaar, Emily Jacir, Lisa F.
Jackson, Philip Jones Griffiths, An-My Le, Renzo Martens, Boris Mikhailov, Daido Moriyama, Walid Raad,
Michael Schmidt, Sean Snyder

Writers include: James Agee, Ariella Azoulay, Walter Benjamin, Adam Broomberg, Judith Butler, Oliver
Chanarin, Georges Didi-Huberman, John Grierson, David Levi Strauss, Elizabeth McCausland, Carl
Plantinga, Jacques Rancière, Martha Rosler, Jean-Paul Sartre, Allan Sekula, W. Eugene Smith, Susan
Sontag, Hito Steyerl, Trinh T. Minh-ha
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Editorial Review

Review

As an introduction to some of the most important thinking on documentary art... the book is a clear success,
both encouraging discourse and pointing the way to further reading.

(Publishers Weekly)

About the Author
Julian Stallabrass is Professor of Art History at the Courtauld Institute of Art, London. He is the author of Art
Incorporated: The Story of Contemporary Art, High Art Lite: The Rise and Fall of Young British Art, and
other books.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mamie Wilson:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive currently, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. Yep, by
reading a publication your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand than other is high. For you
personally who want to start reading the book, we give you this particular Documentary (Whitechapel:
Documents of Contemporary Art) book as starter and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is usually
more than just a book.

Tommie Payton:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its deal with may doesn't
work here is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer can be Documentary (Whitechapel: Documents of Contemporary
Art) why because the fantastic cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint a
person. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense
will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Thomas Obrien:

The book untitled Documentary (Whitechapel: Documents of Contemporary Art) contain a lot of information
on it. The writer explains the woman idea with easy approach. The language is very easy to understand all
the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was authored by famous author. The



author gives you in the new age of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can read on your
smart phone, or product, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book,
you can available their official web-site and order it. Have a nice examine.

Jennifer Stephens:

Is it you who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Documentary (Whitechapel: Documents of
Contemporary Art) can be the answer, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are thus out of date,
spending your free time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these
publications have than the others?
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