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Unifying Hinduism

Some postcolonial theorists argue that the idea of a single system of belief known
as "Hinduism" is a creation of nineteenth-century British imperialists. Andrew J.
Nicholson introduces another perspective: although a unified Hindu identity is
not as ancient as some Hindus claim, it hasits roots in innovations within South
Asian philosophy from the fourteenth to seventeenth centuries. During thistime,
thinkers treated the philosophies of Vedanta, Samkhya, and Y oga, along with the
worshippers of Visnu, Siva, and Sakti, as belonging to a single system of belief
and practice. Instead of seeing such groups as separate and contradictory, they
re-envisioned them as separate rivers leading to the ocean of Brahman, the
ultimate reality.

Drawing on the writings of philosophers from late medieval and early modern
traditions, including Vijnanabhiksu, Madhava, and Madhusudana Sarasvati,
Nicholson shows how influential thinkers portrayed V edanta philosophy as the
ultimate unifier of diverse belief systems. This project paved the way for the
work of later Hindu reformers, such as Vivekananda, Radhakrishnan, and
Gandhi, whose teachings promoted the notion that all world religions belong to a
single spiritual unity. In his study, Nicholson also critiques the way in which
Eurocentric concepts—Ilike monism and dualism, idealism and realism, theism
and atheism, and orthodoxy and heterodoxy—have come to dominate modern
discourses on Indian philosophy.
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Some postcolonia theorists argue that the idea of a single system of belief known as "Hinduism" isa
creation of nineteenth-century British imperialists. Andrew J. Nicholson introduces another perspective:
although a unified Hindu identity is not as ancient as some Hindus claim, it hasits roots in innovations
within South Asian philosophy from the fourteenth to seventeenth centuries. During this time, thinkers
treated the philosophies of Vedanta, Samkhya, and Y oga, along with the worshippers of Visnu, Siva, and
Sakti, as belonging to asingle system of belief and practice. Instead of seeing such groups as separate and
contradictory, they re-envisioned them as separate rivers leading to the ocean of Brahman, the ultimate
reality.

Drawing on the writings of philosophers from late medieval and early modern traditions, including
Vijnanabhiksu, Madhava, and Madhusudana Sarasvati, Nicholson shows how influential thinkers portrayed
Vedanta philosophy as the ultimate unifier of diverse belief systems. This project paved the way for the work
of later Hindu reformers, such as Vivekananda, Radhakrishnan, and Gandhi, whose teachings promoted the
notion that all world religions belong to a single spiritual unity. In his study, Nicholson also critiques the way
in which Eurocentric concepts—like monism and dualism, idealism and realism, theism and atheism, and
orthodoxy and heterodoxy—have come to dominate modern discourses on Indian philosophy.
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Editorial Review
Review

In this clear, analytical, well-documented, and well-argued book, Nicholson discusses the conflicts among
the various systems of Hindu philosophy and the contributions of the late medieval and early modern
thinkers in reconciling the systems and arriving at a unifying picture of Hinduism in Advaita Vedanta.

(Choice)

This path-breaking work is very helpful and a must read for scholars of Indian history, Hinduism and south
Asian religious traditions.

(Vineeth Mathoor Metapsychol ogy)

Nicholson has created a tour-de-force that puts India's premodern thinkers in conversation with its
postmodern intellectuals.

(Christopher Key Chapple Journal of the American Academy of Religion)

In this marvelously clear, meticulously researched, and tightly argued book which promises to change the
scholarly conversation on Hindu identity, Nicholson sets the record straight regarding the historical
emergence of what istoday widely known as Hinduism...

(Jeffery D. Long Religious Studies Review)

Given the enormous scope of its enquiry, the work isrelatively concise, very accessible and therefore
suitable for the advanced undergraduate or graduate classroom. More than this, it belongs on the bookshel f
of anyone interested in the history, and historiography, of Indian philosophy.

(Reid Locklin Sophia)
Lucid and accessible, Andrew Nicholson's book offers an excellent model for South Asianists seeking to
engage with the wider field of religious studies.

(Journal of the Amer. Academy of Religion)

Unifying Hinduismis an erudite, informative book.
(Kaif Mahmood South Asian History and Culture)

Review



Unifying Hinduism does much more than deal with the philosophy of Vijnanabhiksu, it questionsin an
intelligent and constructive manner how Indian philosophy has been studied in modern scholarship—and
waysin which it has been done wrong.

(Johannes Bronkhorst, University of Lausanne, Switzerland)

Andrew J. Nicholson's courageous and challenging thesisis that processes of unification were at work in
early modern India, particularly in the attempt by V edanta philosophers to create hierarchies of philosophical
schools, and these processes 'made possible the world religion later known by the name Hinduism." Unifying
Hinduismis afluent, eminently readable, and absorbing study of a period in Indian intellectual history that
fully deserves the attention it is now receiving.

(Jonardon Ganeri, University of Sussex)
About the Author

Andrew J. Nicholson is assistant professor of Hinduism and Indian intellectual history in the Department of
Asian and Asian American Studies at Stony Brook University.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Dorothy Marsh:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take awalk,
shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open as well as read a book allowed Unifying Hinduism:
Philosophy and Identity in Indian Intellectual History (South Asia Across the Disciplines)? Maybeitisto be
best activity for you. Y ou realize beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can
better than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have other opinion?

John Stanley:

The book with title Unifying Hinduism: Philosophy and Identity in Indian Intellectual History (South Asia
Across the Disciplines) posesses alot of information that you can study it. You can get alot of help after
read this book. This book exist new information the information that exist in this book represented the
condition of the world right now. That isimportant to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world.
This particular book will bring you in new era of the glowbal growth. Y ou can read the e-book in your smart
phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Carolyn Treece:

Unifying Hinduism: Philosophy and Identity in Indian Intellectual History (South Asia Acrossthe
Disciplines) can be one of your nice books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away
because this guide has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit



entertaining but nonethel ess delivering the information. The author giving his’her effort that will put every
word into pleasure arrangement in writing Unifying Hinduism: Philosophy and Identity in Indian Intellectual
History (South Asia Across the Disciplines) although doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the
hottest in addition to based confirm resource info that maybe you can be one among it. This great
information can drawn you into fresh stage of crucia contemplating.

Manuel Rose:

A number of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a guide. They are directly felt this
when they get a half regions of the book. Y ou can choose typically the book Unifying Hinduism: Philosophy
and Identity in Indian Intellectual History (South Asia Across the Disciplines) to make your reading is
interesting. Y our own skill of reading ability is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose very
simple book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the opinion about book and reading especialy. Itisto
be first opinion for you to like to open abook and learn it. Beside that the reserve Unifying Hinduism:
Philosophy and Identity in Indian Intellectual History (South Asia Across the Disciplines) can to be your
brand-new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of the time.
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