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In this book (a translation of his well-known work L'esprit de la philosophie
medievale), Etienne Gilson undertakes the task of defining the spirit of mediaeval
philosophy. Gilson asks whether we can form the concept of a Christian
philosophy and whether mediaeval philosophy is not its most adequate historical
expression. He maintains that the spirit of mediaeval philosophy is the spirit of
Christianity penetrating the Greek tradition, working within it, and drawing out
of it a certain view of the world that is specifically Christian. To support his
hypothesis, Gilson examines mediaeval thought in its nascent state, at that
precise point where the Judeo-Christian graft was inserted into the Hellenic
tradition. Gilson's demonstration is primarily historical and occasionally
theoretical in suggesting how doctrines that satisfied our predecessors for so
many centuries may still be found conceivable today.
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In this book (a translation of his well-known work L'esprit de la philosophie medievale), Etienne Gilson
undertakes the task of defining the spirit of mediaeval philosophy. Gilson asks whether we can form the
concept of a Christian philosophy and whether mediaeval philosophy is not its most adequate historical
expression. He maintains that the spirit of mediaeval philosophy is the spirit of Christianity penetrating the
Greek tradition, working within it, and drawing out of it a certain view of the world that is specifically
Christian. To support his hypothesis, Gilson examines mediaeval thought in its nascent state, at that precise
point where the Judeo-Christian graft was inserted into the Hellenic tradition. Gilson's demonstration is
primarily historical and occasionally theoretical in suggesting how doctrines that satisfied our predecessors
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Editorial Review

Review

“The Spirit of Mediaeval Philosophy is a text of tremendous value—perhaps most especially so in our own
particular period in the history of philosophy. Gilson’s book does more than merely overturn a few erroneous
notions about mediaeval thinking; it works to remind its reader what it means to think and live within the
structure of a metaphysical world-view.” —Faith and Culture
 

Language Notes
Text: English (translation)
Original Language: French

About the Author

Etienne Gilson was born in Paris in 1884. He became Professor of Mediaeval Philosophy at the Sorbonne in
1921, and from 1932 until his retirement in 1951, he held a similar chair at the Collège de France. From 1929
until his death, he was affiliated with the Institute of Mediaeval Studies at the University of Toronto.
 

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lydia Donaldson:

This The Spirit of Mediaeval Philosophy book is not really ordinary book, you have it then the world is in
your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book will be information inside this reserve incredible
fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get.
This specific The Spirit of Mediaeval Philosophy without we comprehend teach the one who looking at it
become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't always be worry The Spirit of Mediaeval Philosophy can
bring when you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it
inside your lovely laptop even cell phone. This The Spirit of Mediaeval Philosophy having good
arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Rhonda Rudder:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you may have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love The Spirit of Mediaeval
Philosophy, you are able to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still would like to miss it? What
kind of hang type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its identified
as reading friends.



Pamela Prince:

Many people spending their period by playing outside with friends, fun activity with family or just watching
TV all day every day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading through a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It ok you can
have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like The Spirit of Mediaeval
Philosophy which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.

Linda Bryant:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got pupils? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And also you
know that little person similar to reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to know that
reading is very important and also book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to add you knowledge,
except your teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update concerning something by book. Amount
types of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is this The Spirit of Mediaeval
Philosophy.
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