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Was Napoleon killed by the arsenic in his wallpaper? How did Rasputin survive
cyanide poisoning? Which chemicals in our environment pose the biggest threat
to our health today? In The Elements of Murder, John Emsley answers these
questions and offers a fascinating account of five of the most toxic elements-
arsenic, antimony, lead, mercury, and thallium-describing their lethal chemical
properties and highlighting their use in some of the most famous murder cases in
history.
In this exciting book, we meet a who's who of heartless murderers. Mary Ann
Cotton, who used arsenic to murder her mother, three husbands, a lover, eight of
her own children, and seven step children; Michael Swango, who may have
killed as many as 60 of his patients and several of his colleagues during the 20
years he practiced as a doctor and paramedic; and even Saddam Hussein, who
used thallium sulfate to poison his political rivals. Emsley also shows which
toxic elements may have been behind the madness of King George III, the
delusions of Isaac Newton, and the strange death of King Charles II. In addition,
the book examines many modern day environmental catastrophes, including
accidental mass poisonings from lead and arsenic, and the Minamata Bay disaster
in Japan.
Written by a leading science writer, famous for his knowledge of the elements
and their curious and colorful histories, The Elements of Murder offers an
enticing combination of true crime tales and curious science that adds up to an
addictive read.
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Was Napoleon killed by the arsenic in his wallpaper? How did Rasputin survive cyanide poisoning? Which
chemicals in our environment pose the biggest threat to our health today? In The Elements of Murder, John
Emsley answers these questions and offers a fascinating account of five of the most toxic elements-arsenic,
antimony, lead, mercury, and thallium-describing their lethal chemical properties and highlighting their use
in some of the most famous murder cases in history.
In this exciting book, we meet a who's who of heartless murderers. Mary Ann Cotton, who used arsenic to
murder her mother, three husbands, a lover, eight of her own children, and seven step children; Michael
Swango, who may have killed as many as 60 of his patients and several of his colleagues during the 20 years
he practiced as a doctor and paramedic; and even Saddam Hussein, who used thallium sulfate to poison his
political rivals. Emsley also shows which toxic elements may have been behind the madness of King George
III, the delusions of Isaac Newton, and the strange death of King Charles II. In addition, the book examines
many modern day environmental catastrophes, including accidental mass poisonings from lead and arsenic,
and the Minamata Bay disaster in Japan.
Written by a leading science writer, famous for his knowledge of the elements and their curious and colorful
histories, The Elements of Murder offers an enticing combination of true crime tales and curious science that
adds up to an addictive read.
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From reader reviews:

Cindy Searcy:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try and pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its cover may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer can be The Elements of Murder: A History of Poison why because
the great cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint you. The inside or
content is actually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make
suggestions to pick up this book.

Christopher McCrady:

This The Elements of Murder: A History of Poison is great e-book for you because the content which is full
of information for you who have always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This book
reveal it information accurately using great manage word or we can state no rambling sentences included. So
if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward
sentences but difficult core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having The Elements of
Murder: A History of Poison in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous just
one. We can say that no e-book that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen second right but this e-book
already do that. So , this is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt in which?

Jean Proffitt:

Reading a book to be new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to go through a book. When you
learn a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, since book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what
types of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your review, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this kind of us novel,
comics, and soon. The The Elements of Murder: A History of Poison offer you a new experience in studying
a book.

Valeria May:

As a student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or
even make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's soul or real
their hobby. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now there



but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring in addition to can't
see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we
know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Elements of Murder: A History of Poison can make you truly
feel more interested to read.
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