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From the everyday and unnoticed to the newsworthy and cutting edge,
technology is undoubtedly a fundamental element of our daily lives. While
saving us time and effort, it can also shape our environment, mediate our
relationships, and simultaneously solve problems and create new ones. In
studying technology we gain an insight into how society
is constructed, maintained and transformed.

Unravelling and explaining the complex connections between technology and the
social contexts in which it is used, Technology and Social Theory guides the
reader through 150 years of thinking in this ever evolving field. The chapters
critically evaluate a broad range of theorists, from Marx to Foucault, Orwell to
Elias, alongside empirical examples which show theory in action. The
significance of technology is assessed within both public spheres and intimate
spaces, shedding light on its integral
role in society.

Showing how theory maps the way for further research, and in turn how new
advances in research can inform theory, this book is invaluable reading for
students and researchers in Sociology, Social theory, Science and Technology
Studies and the Media.
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From the everyday and unnoticed to the newsworthy and cutting edge, technology is undoubtedly a
fundamental element of our daily lives. While saving us time and effort, it can also shape our environment,
mediate our relationships, and simultaneously solve problems and create new ones. In studying technology
we gain an insight into how society
is constructed, maintained and transformed.

Unravelling and explaining the complex connections between technology and the social contexts in which it
is used, Technology and Social Theory guides the reader through 150 years of thinking in this ever evolving
field. The chapters critically evaluate a broad range of theorists, from Marx to Foucault, Orwell to Elias,
alongside empirical examples which show theory in action. The significance of technology is assessed within
both public spheres and intimate spaces, shedding light on its integral
role in society.

Showing how theory maps the way for further research, and in turn how new advances in research can
inform theory, this book is invaluable reading for students and researchers in Sociology, Social theory,
Science and Technology Studies and the Media.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Matthewman's writing is clear, accessible and engaging and the text displays significant intellectual depth in
providing such a rigorous, succinct and sophisticated analysis of a such wide body of literature. A useful
addition to reading lists across STS, Sociology, Politics and Communications."--David Mercer, Associate
Professor, Convener of Science and Technology Studies, University of Wollongong, Australia

Review

'Matthewman's writing is clear, accessible and engaging and the text displays significant intellectual
depth in providing such a rigorous, succinct and sophisticated analysis of a such wide body of
literature. A useful addition to reading lists across STS, Sociology, Politics and Communications.' -
David Mercer, Associate Professor, Convener of Science and Technology Studies, University of
Wollongong, Australia

'A well informed and readable account of approaches to technology in sociological thought, organised
in a clear and comprehensive way.' - Adrian Mackenzie, Lecturer in Sociology, Lancaster University,
UK

'…this book comes as a necessary and delightful addition …[it] is a highly engaging, accessible text
that is crucial for anyone writing and researching technology' – New Zealand Sociology

'Though aimed mainly at sociologists and other social scientists, this impressive book has much to
offer theoretically curious historians of technology and their graduate students.' - Mark Shields,
Technology and Culture

 

From the Back Cover
From the everyday and unnoticed to the newsworthy and cutting edge, technology is undoubtedly a
fundamental element of our daily lives. While saving us time and effort, it can also shape our environment,
mediate our relationships, and simultaneously solve problems and create new ones. In studying technology
we gain an insight into how society
is constructed, maintained and transformed.

Unravelling and explaining the complex connections between technology and the social contexts in which it
is used, Technology and Social Theory guides the reader through 150 years of thinking in this ever evolving
field. The chapters critically evaluate a broad range of theorists, from Marx to Foucault, Orwell to Elias,
alongside empirical examples which show theory in action. The significance of technology is assessed within
both public spheres and intimate spaces, shedding light on its integral



role in society.

Showing how theory maps the way for further research, and in turn how new advances in research can
inform theory, this book is invaluable reading for students and researchers in Sociology, Social theory,
Science and Technology Studies and the Media.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Carroll Torres:

The guide with title Technology and Social Theory (Themes in Social Theory) includes a lot of information
that you can understand it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This specific book exist new
understanding the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world currently. That is
important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you in new era of the
syndication. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you
want.

Jacob King:

Technology and Social Theory (Themes in Social Theory) can be one of your beginner books that are good
idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that can increase
your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The
copy writer giving his/her effort to put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Technology and
Social Theory (Themes in Social Theory) yet doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest
and also based confirm resource information that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can
easily drawn you into completely new stage of crucial considering.

Paul Gay:

Is it you who having spare time then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just lying on the
bed? Do you need something totally new? This Technology and Social Theory (Themes in Social Theory)
can be the answer, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your extra time
by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these publications have than the others?

Marilyn Calhoun:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many query for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book but additionally novel and Technology and Social Theory (Themes in
Social Theory) or others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the good a book, you
feel want to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or maybe students especially.
Those ebooks are helping them to put their knowledge. In additional case, beside science guide, any other
book likes Technology and Social Theory (Themes in Social Theory) to make your spare time much more



colorful. Many types of book like this.
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