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A global publishing event of the rarest kind, this biography has been written with
the full cooperation of J. M. Coetzee, who granted the author interviews, and put
him in touch with family, friends, and colleagues who could talk about events in
Coetzee’s life. For the first time, Coetzee allowed complete access to his private
papers and documents, including the manuscripts of his 16 novels. Author J. C.
Kannemeyer made a study of the enormous body of literature on Coetzee, and
through archival research unearthed further information not previously available.
The books deals in depth with Coetzee’s origins, early years, and first writings;
his British interlude from 1962–65; his time in America from 1965–71; his 30
years back in South Africa, when he achieved international recognition and won
the Man Booker Prize; and his Australian years since 2002, during which time he
won the Nobel Prize. J. M. Coetzee: A Life in Writing is a major work that
corrects many of the misconceptions about Coetzee and illuminates the genesis
and implications of his novels.
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A global publishing event of the rarest kind, this biography has been written with the full cooperation of J.
M. Coetzee, who granted the author interviews, and put him in touch with family, friends, and colleagues
who could talk about events in Coetzee’s life. For the first time, Coetzee allowed complete access to his
private papers and documents, including the manuscripts of his 16 novels. Author J. C. Kannemeyer made a
study of the enormous body of literature on Coetzee, and through archival research unearthed further
information not previously available. The books deals in depth with Coetzee’s origins, early years, and first
writings; his British interlude from 1962–65; his time in America from 1965–71; his 30 years back in South
Africa, when he achieved international recognition and won the Man Booker Prize; and his Australian years
since 2002, during which time he won the Nobel Prize. J. M. Coetzee: A Life in Writing is a major work that
corrects many of the misconceptions about Coetzee and illuminates the genesis and implications of his
novels.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Kannemeyer properly dedicates a generous portion of the biography to accounts of the genesis,
composition, publication and reception of Coetzee’s fictions. . . . For the most part, the biographer’s careful
scholarship and efforts at inclusiveness are welcome.” —Geordie Williamson, Weekend Australian

“In the astonishingly short space of three years, Kannemeyer wrote this revealing and thorough volume . . .
Coetzee’s fame and his reclusiveness guarantee the book will attract enormous interest. . . . This important
biography . . . sheds more light on a great writer than anything that has appeared previously.” —Peter
Alexander, Age

“A valuable document. . . . Throughout this biography, Coetzee’s work, his letters and lectures are quoted
extensively and the classicism of his writing is evident in every sentence. Wisely, Kannemeyer does not try
to compete. Instead, he suggests that what Coetzee wrote of Beckett might well be applied to Coetzee
himself: ‘Beckett was an artist possessed by a vision of life without consolation or dignity or promise of
grace, in the face of which our only duty — inexplicable and futile of attainment, but a duty nonetheless —
is not to lie to ourselves.’ That’s why he matters.” —David Sexton, London Evening Standard

“J.M. Coetzee: A Life in Writing is a tome of serious scholarship, meticulously researched, and mammoth in
scale, yet eminently readable and, in parts, utterly absorbing. . . . It is a masterly tome that certainly lends
greater understanding for anyone intending to read their way through Coetzee’s entire oeuvre and will,
without question, be the starting point for all such biographies to come.” —Billy O'Callaghan, Irish
Examiner

About the Author
J. C. Kannemeyer was professor of Afrikaans and Dutch at Stellenbosch University. He is the author of a
two-volume history of Afrikaans literature, as well as of six extensive biographies of Afrikaans authors.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Carolyn Fletcher:

The book untitled J. M. Coetzee: A Life in Writing contain a lot of information on the item. The writer
explains your ex idea with easy means. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do certainly
not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was compiled by famous author. The author brings you in
the new age of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or
product, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open
their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice learn.



Louise Rosenbaum:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information simpler
to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon.
You will observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended for your requirements is J. M. Coetzee: A Life in Writing this guide consist a lot of the
information of the condition of this world now. This book was represented so why is the world has grown up.
The terminology styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some
investigation when he makes this book. That is why this book appropriate all of you.

Annette Carroll:

Is it an individual who having spare time and then spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This J. M. Coetzee: A Life in
Writing can be the response, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are so out of date, spending your
time by reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than
the others?

Vincent Espinoza:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many query for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes reading through, not only science book but also novel and J. M. Coetzee: A Life in Writing as
well as others sources were given information for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel desire
to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or even students especially. Those
publications are helping them to include their knowledge. In other case, beside science e-book, any other
book likes J. M. Coetzee: A Life in Writing to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book
like here.
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