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Through a probing investigation of conservative Christianity and its response to
an issue that, according to the statistics of conservative Christian groups, affects
only asmall number of Americans, Ludger Viefhues-Bailey alightson a
profound theological conundrum: in today's conservative Christian movement,
both sexes are called upon to be at once assertive and submissive, masculine and
feminine, not only within the home but also within the church, society, and the
state. Therefore the arguments of conservative Christians against same-sex
marriage involve more than literal readings of the Bible or nostalgiafor simple
gender roles.

Focusing primarily on texts produced by Focus on the Family, aleading media
and ministry organization informing conservative Christian culture, Viefhues-
Bailey identifies two distinct ideas of male homosexuality: gender-disturbed and
passive; and oversexed, strongly masculine, and aggressive. These
homosexualities enable a complex ideal of Christian masculinity in which men
are encouraged to be assertive toward the world while also being submissive
toward God and family. This web of sexual contradiction influences the flow of
power between the sexes and within the state. It joins notions of sexual equality
to claims of "natural" difference, establishing afraught basis for respectable
romantic marriage. Heterosexual union is then treated as emblematic of, if not
essential to, the success of American political life—yet far from creating gender
stability, these tensions produce an endless striving for balance. Viefhues-
Bailey'sfinal, brilliant move is to connect the desire for stability to the
conservative Christian movement's strategies of political power.
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Through a probing investigation of conservative Christianity and its response to an issue that, according to
the statistics of conservative Christian groups, affects only a small number of Americans, Ludger Viefhues-
Bailey alights on a profound theological conundrum: in today's conservative Christian movement, both sexes
are called upon to be at once assertive and submissive, masculine and feminine, not only within the home but
also within the church, society, and the state. Therefore the arguments of conservative Christians against
same-sex marriage involve more than literal readings of the Bible or nostalgia for simple gender roles.

Focusing primarily on texts produced by Focus on the Family, aleading media and ministry organization
informing conservative Christian culture, Viefhues-Bailey identifies two distinct ideas of male
homosexuality: gender-disturbed and passive; and oversexed, strongly masculine, and aggressive. These
homosexualities enable a complex ideal of Christian masculinity in which men are encouraged to be
assertive toward the world while al so being submissive toward God and family. Thisweb of sexual
contradiction influences the flow of power between the sexes and within the state. It joins notions of sexual
equality to claims of "natural” difference, establishing a fraught basis for respectable romantic marriage.
Heterosexual union isthen treated as emblematic of, if not essential to, the success of American palitical
life—yet far from creating gender stability, these tensions produce an endless striving for balance. Viefhues-
Bailey'sfinal, brilliant move is to connect the desire for stability to the conservative Christian movement's
strategies of political power.
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Editorial Review
Review

"Between a Man and a Woman? is both astute and original as it proposes interreligious comparisons,
analyzes implied rhetorical narratives, and traces the conceptual instabilities of gender to deeper Christian
paradoxes of grace and incarnation.” -- Mark D. Jordan, Harvard Divinity School

Viefhues-Bailey does, however, very effectively clarify some crucia pointsin frequently enlightening ways,
and the book constitutes a useful and significant intervention into this most confounding political impasse of
our time.

(Whitney Strub H-HistSex)

...Viefhues-Bailey's book participates in areserved yet powerful undermining of homophobiain general...
(Books and Ideas)
Review

To understand Christian rhetoric around sexuality, you have to listen through the clanging speeches without
falling under their compulsions to repeat. Ludger Viefhues-Bailey can do this and then some. Between a Man
and a Woman? is both astute and original asit proposes interreligious comparisons, analyzes implied
rhetorical narratives, and traces the conceptual instabilities of gender to deeper Christian paradoxes of grace
and incarnation. Viefhues-Bailey gives hope for Christian speech beyond aggrieved repetition.

(Mark D. Jordan, Harvard Divinity School)

From the Back Cover

"To understand Christian rhetoric around sexuality, you have to listen through the clanging speeches without
falling under their compulsions to repeat. Ludger Viefhues-Bailey can do this and then some. Between a Man
and a Woman? is both astute and original asit proposes interreligious comparisons, analyzes implied
rhetorical narratives, and traces the conceptual instabilities of gender to deeper Christian paradoxes of grace
and incarnation. He gives hope for Christian speech beyond aggrieved repetition.” -- Mark D. Jordan,
Harvard Divinity School

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Dorothy Bernstein:

As people who live in the modest era should be change about what going on or facts even knowledge to
make these keep up with the erawhich is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe can update



themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to you actually is
you don't know what kind you should start with. This Between a Man and a Woman?: Why Conservatives
Oppose Same-Sex Marriage (Gender, Theory, and Religion) is our recommendation to make you keep up
with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Dixie Love:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guysthat aren't like that. This Between a Man and a Woman?: Why Conservatives Oppose Same-Sex
Marriage (Gender, Theory, and Religion) book is readable simply by you who hate the perfect word style.

Y ou will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving possibly decrease
the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer of Between a Man and a Woman?: Why Conservatives
Oppose Same-Sex Marriage (Gender, Theory, and Religion) content conveys the thought easily to
understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different in
the form of it. So, do you continue to thinking Between a Man and a Woman?: Why Conservatives Oppose
Same-Sex Marriage (Gender, Theory, and Religion) is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Jennifer Lorenzo:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyonein
everywhere. The information can be ainformation or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is from the former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously
which one is appropriate to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable
resource then you obtain it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take Between a Man and a Woman?; Why Conservatives
Oppose Same-Sex Marriage (Gender, Theory, and Religion) as the daily resource information.

Opal Moffett:

The guide untitled Between a Man and a Woman?: Why Conservatives Oppose Same-Sex Marriage (Gender,
Theory, and Religion) is the publication that recommended to you to study. Y ou can see the quality of the
guide content that will be shown to an individual. The language that author use to explained their way of
doing something is easily to understand. The writer was did alot of research when write the book, to ensure
the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. Y ou also could possibly get the e-book of
Between a Man and a Woman?: Why Conservatives Oppose Same-Sex Marriage (Gender, Theory, and
Religion) from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.
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