
Against World Literature: On the Politics of
Untranslatability

By Emily Apter

Against World Literature: On the Politics of Untranslatability By Emily
Apter

Against World Literature: On the Politics of Untranslatability argues for a
rethinking of comparative literature focusing on the problems that emerge when
large-scale paradigms of literary studies ignore the politics of the
“Untranslatable”—the realm of those words that are continually retranslated,
mistranslated, transferred from language to language, or especially resistant to
substitution.

In the place of “World Literature”—a dominant paradigm in the humanities, one
grounded in market-driven notions of readability and universal appeal—Apter
proposes a plurality of “world literatures” oriented around philosophical concepts
and geopolitical pressure points. The history and theory of the language that
constructs World Literature is critically examined with a special focus on
Weltliteratur, literary world systems, narrative ecosystems, language borders and
checkpoints, theologies of translation, and planetary devolution in a book set to
revolutionize the discipline of comparative literature.
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Editorial Review

Review
“Just following Emily Apter’s dizzying array of texts from diverse traditions and times (including a tightly
argued discussion of the philosophicality of Simone de Beauvoir, lost in translation to the best of US
feminists), embracing much experimental material, all read with meticulous care, is an education. No one has
thought the question of world literature in greater depth, at once re-thinking Comparative Literature as
translatability studies.”—Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak

“Rarely does one read a book with the title Against that is so much for important causes and ideas: writing,
translation, worldliness, diversity, cosmopolitanism, while fully aware of their promises and threats. In this
moment of dispossession of the Humanities, we needed just that book to clarify matters and move beyond
the contradictions.”

About the Author
Emily Apter is Professor of Comparative Literature and French at New York University. Her published
works include The Translation Zone: A New Comparative Literature and Continental Drift: From National
Characters to Subjects.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Solomon Pepper:

The particular book Against World Literature: On the Politics of Untranslatability has a lot info on it. So
when you read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was compiled by the very famous author.
Mcdougal makes some research prior to write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can get the
point easily after scanning this book.

Earnest Jennings:

This Against World Literature: On the Politics of Untranslatability is great book for you because the content
and that is full of information for you who all always deal with world and still have to make decision every
minute. This book reveal it details accurately using great arrange word or we can claim no rambling
sentences inside it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only
gives you straight forward sentences but hard core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having
Against World Literature: On the Politics of Untranslatability in your hand like having the world in your
arm, details in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no guide that offer you world with ten or fifteen
small right but this guide already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. occupied do
you still doubt that will?



Gary Tawney:

Reading a book to be new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to learn a book. When you read
a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, due to
the fact book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. If you need to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and also
soon. The Against World Literature: On the Politics of Untranslatability offer you a new experience in
examining a book.

Juan Gilbert:

Some people said that they feel fed up when they reading a book. They are directly felt the idea when they
get a half regions of the book. You can choose typically the book Against World Literature: On the Politics
of Untranslatability to make your current reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading talent is
developing when you just like reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy you just read it and
mingle the impression about book and reading especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to start a
book and examine it. Beside that the book Against World Literature: On the Politics of Untranslatability can
to be your brand new friend when you're experience alone and confuse using what must you're doing of their
time.
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