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Offers a new interpretation of medieval Islamic philosophy, one informed by
Platonic mysticism.

In this innovative work, Salman H. Bashier challenges traditional views of
Islamic philosophy. While Islamic thought from the crucial medieval period is
often depicted as a rationalistic elaboration on Aristotelian philosophy and an
attempt to reconcile it with the Muslim religion, Bashier puts equal emphasis on
the influence of Plato’s philosophical mysticism. This shift encourages a new
reading of Islamic intellectual tradition, one in which boundaries between
philosophy, religion, mysticism, and myth are relaxed. Bashier shows the manner
in which medieval Islamic philosophers reflected on the relation between
philosophy and religion as a problem that is intrinsic to philosophy and shows
how their deliberations had the effect of redefining the very limits of their
philosophical thought. The problems of the origin of human beings, human
language, and the world in Islamic philosophy are discussed. Bashier highlights
the importance of Ibn Tufayl’s Hayy Ibn Yaqzan, a landmark work often
overlooked by scholars, and the thought of the great Sufi mystic Ibn al-Arabi to
the mainstream of Islamic philosophy.

Salman H. Bashier is a Polonsky Postdoctoral Fellow at the Van Leer Jerusalem
Institute in Israel. He is the author of Ibn al-Arabi’s Barzakh: The Concept of the
Limit and the Relationship between God and the World, also published by SUNY
Press.
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover
In this innovative work, Salman H. Bashier challenges traditional views of Islamic philosophy. While
Islamic thought from the crucial medieval period is often depicted as a rationalistic elaboration on
Aristotelian philosophy and an attempt to reconcile it with the Muslim religion, Bashier puts equal emphasis
on the influence of Plato's philosophical mysticism. This shift encourages a new reading of Islamic
intellectual tradition, one in which boundaries between philosophy, religion, mysticism, and myth are
relaxed. Bashier shows the manner in which medieval Islamic philosophers reflected on the relation between
philosophy and religion as a problem that is intrinsic to philosophy and shows how their deliberations had
the effect of redefining the very limits of their philosophical thought. The problems of the origin of human
beings, human language, and the world in Islamic philosophy are discussed. Bashier highlights the
importance of Ibn Tufayl's Hayy Ibn Yaqzan, a landmark work often overlooked by scholars, and the thought
of the great Sufi mystic Ibn al-Arabiµ to the mainstream of Islamic philosophy.

About the Author

Salman H. Bashier is a Polonsky Postdoctoral Fellow at the Van Leer Jerusalem Institute in Israel. He is the
author of Ibn al-Arabi's Barzakh: The Concept of the Limit and the Relationship between God and the
World, also published by SUNY Press.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

John Masterson:

Within other case, little individuals like to read book The Story of Islamic Philosophy: Ibn Tufayl, Ibn al-
'Arabi, and Others on the Limit between Naturalism and Traditionalism. You can choose the best book if you
want reading a book. Given that we know about how is important a book The Story of Islamic Philosophy:
Ibn Tufayl, Ibn al-'Arabi, and Others on the Limit between Naturalism and Traditionalism. You can add
know-how and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book
you can recognize everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About
simple issue until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, you can open a book as well as
searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel fed up to go to the library.
Let's examine.

Ruben Hardy:

The guide untitled The Story of Islamic Philosophy: Ibn Tufayl, Ibn al-'Arabi, and Others on the Limit
between Naturalism and Traditionalism is the e-book that recommended to you to read. You can see the
quality of the reserve content that will be shown to anyone. The language that creator use to explained their
ideas are easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of investigation when write the book, therefore
the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of The



Story of Islamic Philosophy: Ibn Tufayl, Ibn al-'Arabi, and Others on the Limit between Naturalism and
Traditionalism from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Patrick Siemens:

Precisely why? Because this The Story of Islamic Philosophy: Ibn Tufayl, Ibn al-'Arabi, and Others on the
Limit between Naturalism and Traditionalism is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for
you to snap the item but latter it will surprise you with the secret that inside. Reading this book next to it was
fantastic author who have write the book in such incredible way makes the content inside easier to
understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you because of not
hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of positive
aspects than the other book have got such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking technique.
So , still want to hold off having that book? If I were you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Bernice Mignone:

A number of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a guide. They are directly felt this when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the book The Story of Islamic Philosophy: Ibn Tufayl,
Ibn al-'Arabi, and Others on the Limit between Naturalism and Traditionalism to make your reading is
interesting. Your skill of reading proficiency is developing when you including reading. Try to choose basic
book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the opinion about book and studying especially. It is to be very
first opinion for you to like to wide open a book and examine it. Beside that the publication The Story of
Islamic Philosophy: Ibn Tufayl, Ibn al-'Arabi, and Others on the Limit between Naturalism and
Traditionalism can to be your brand-new friend when you're sense alone and confuse using what must you're
doing of the time.
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