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Muckrakers — a term coined in 1906 by President Theodore Roosevelt —
referred to American journalists, novelists and critics who, in the early 20th
century, attempted to expose corruption in politics and the abuses of big business.
One publication spearheading these exposés was McClures Magazine, and Ida
Tarbell was the writer whose dramatic revelations eventually lead to effective
regulation of the Standard Oil Company. Her story, serialized by McClure's in
1902 and 1903, tells the history of John D. Rockefeller's company. The first
major industrial monopoly in the U.S., Standard Oil, in 1901, was the largest
corporation in the country, and at its peak, controlled as much as eighty-five
percent of oil refining in America. But with all his wealth and power, Rockfeller
could not protect himself from Tarbell. Her story of the company, which became
a model for militant journalists in the future, managed to place the blame for
increasingly commercialized American ideals and practical behavior at
Rockefeller's doorstep. Combining descriptions of his business practices with his
personal characteristics and even his physical appearance, Tarbell created an
image of a cunning and ruthless person — a picture that not even decades of
Rockefeller philanthropy were able to dispel. This edition (the "briefer version"
of her book; the original was more than 800 pages.) makes a great muckraking
classic much more accessible to readers. As such, it will be invaluable to students
and teachers of American economic history and a fascinating read for anyone
interested in the muckraking era and the days of unregulated big business.
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Muckrakers — a term coined in 1906 by President Theodore Roosevelt — referred to American journalists,
novelists and critics who, in the early 20th century, attempted to expose corruption in politics and the abuses
of big business. One publication spearheading these exposés was McClures Magazine, and Ida Tarbell was
the writer whose dramatic revelations eventually lead to effective regulation of the Standard Oil Company.
Her story, serialized by McClure's in 1902 and 1903, tells the history of John D. Rockefeller's company. The
first major industrial monopoly in the U.S., Standard Oil, in 1901, was the largest corporation in the country,
and at its peak, controlled as much as eighty-five percent of oil refining in America. But with all his wealth
and power, Rockfeller could not protect himself from Tarbell. Her story of the company, which became a
model for militant journalists in the future, managed to place the blame for increasingly commercialized
American ideals and practical behavior at Rockefeller's doorstep. Combining descriptions of his business
practices with his personal characteristics and even his physical appearance, Tarbell created an image of a
cunning and ruthless person — a picture that not even decades of Rockefeller philanthropy were able to
dispel. This edition (the "briefer version" of her book; the original was more than 800 pages.) makes a great
muckraking classic much more accessible to readers. As such, it will be invaluable to students and teachers
of American economic history and a fascinating read for anyone interested in the muckraking era and the
days of unregulated big business.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Margaret Williams:

With other case, little individuals like to read book The History of the Standard Oil Company: Briefer
Version. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. So long as we know about how is
important a book The History of the Standard Oil Company: Briefer Version. You can add understanding
and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can
learn everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple
factor until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we can easily open a book as well as
searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel bored to go to the library.
Let's examine.

Megan Fairbanks:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specifically book entitled The
History of the Standard Oil Company: Briefer Version your mind will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in each and every aspect that maybe not known for but surely will become your mind friends.
Imaging every single word written in a book then become one form conclusion and explanation this maybe
you never get previous to. The The History of the Standard Oil Company: Briefer Version giving you a
different experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful information for your better
life with this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will probably
be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary
paying spare time activity?

Veronica Mei:

You can spend your free time to read this book this publication. This The History of the Standard Oil
Company: Briefer Version is simple to deliver you can read it in the area, in the beach, train in addition to
soon. If you did not have got much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy typically the e-
book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. So there are a
lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Emilio Lutz:

Publication is one of source of understanding. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
in addition native or citizen need book to know the change information of year to help year. As we know



those ebooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. By book The History of the Standard Oil Company: Briefer Version we can consider more advantage.
Don't that you be creative people? For being creative person must love to read a book. Merely choose the
best book that suited with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with this book The History of the
Standard Oil Company: Briefer Version. You can more desirable than now.
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