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BONUS: This edition contains an excerpt from Calvin Trillin's Quite Enough of
Calvin Trillin.

Murray Tepper would say that heis an ordinary New Y orker who is simply
trying to read the newspaper in peace. But he reads while sitting behind the
wheel of his parked car, and his car always seemsto bein a particularly desirable
parking spot. Not surprisingly, heisregularly interrupted by drivers who want to
know if heis going out.

Tepper isn't going out. Why not? His explanations tend to be rather literal: the
indisputable fact, for instance, that he has twenty minutes left on the meter.

Tepper’s behavior sometimes irritates the people who want his spot. (“Is that
where you live? Isthat car rent-controlled?’) It also irritates the mayor—Frank
Ducavelli, known in tabloid headlines as I| Duce—who sees Murray Tepper asa
harbinger of what His Honor always calls “the forces of disorder.”

But once New Y orkers become aware of Tepper, some of them begin to suspect
that he knows something they don’t know. And an ever-increasing number of
them are willing to line up for the opportunity to sit in his car with him and find
out.

Tepper Isn't Going Out is awise and witty story of an ordinary man who,
perhaps innocently, changes the world around him.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

New York City and America's car culture smash together in Calvin Trillin's Tepper Isn't Going Out, a
humorous tale of the urban quest for an open parking space. When amailing-list broker, Murray Tepper,
decides to spend his days plugging meters so he can sit in his car reading newspapers and waive off suitors
hopeful of gaining his spot, little does he know that his odd behavior (even by New Y ork standards) will set
off amediabuzz, provide him with cult-hero status, and incur reproach from the paranoid, dour Mayor Frank
Ducavelli, who focuses on curtailing Tepper's "abuse" of the parking meter system.

Granted, the plot of this novel is quite thin, but, while not leaving you in stitches, Trillin provokes many
smirks and smiles with hiswit. For instance, he writes of magazines titled Beautiful Spot: A Magazine of
Parking and the potential of Soin: The Magazine of Salad Drying. When Tepper suggests that his friend Jack
leave his car's flashers on while parked illegally, Jack responds:

And draw attention to myself? Not a chance. | always park in front of hydrants. The secret isto
park smack in front of them rather than just too near them. Y ou have to go all theway. If you're
smack in front of them, the cop rolling down the street can't see that there's a hydrant there at
al. You have to be brazen. That's my motto, in parking and in life: be brazen.

Trillin's book should appeal to commuters and city dwellers everywhere, and anyone else looking for a
chuckle. --Michael Ferch

From Publishers Weekly

Trillinis ahighly accomplished storyteller as well as a humorist and memoirist, and this oddly titled novel is
by far hisfunniest and sunniest yet. It's a quintessentially New Y ork comedy (and how pleasant to see those
words in conjunction again) revolving around Murray Tepper, aquiet, good-humored man whose one oddity
is his passion for parking on Manhattan streets. His knowledge of arcane New Y ork parking rulesis
encyclopedic, and he likes nothing better than to park legally and sit in his car reading the paper. This
irritates countless other drivers who think he is about to leave a desirable spot, and the title refersto his
quirky determination to stay just where heis. Paradoxically, people begin to gravitate to him, to sit with him
in the car and tell him their troubles; they even line up to do so. Thisin turn irritates the mayor (shades here
of pre-crisis Giuliani), who accuses Tepper of fomenting disorder on the streets. Such a conflict becomes the
stuff of tabloid headlines, and next, of course, is the offer of abook contract and a TV show. Nothing much
happens beyond this, and the plot is resolved with calm good sense, but along the way Trillin captures
dozens of pitch-perfect New Y ork moments, in restaurants, in aloutish literary agent's office and in the
quaintly old-fashioned business where Tepper works (he runs amailing-list service and is a genius at
perceiving the odd connections between people, where they live and what they buy). Trillin's book is the best
tonic for post-September 11 blues imaginable. Agent, Lescher and Lescher, Ltd. 8-city author tour. (Jan. 15).
Copyright 2001 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal

Here is an odd package indeed by the noted humorist and contributing columnist to The New Y orker. It tells
the story of mailing list broker Murray Tepper, a man who grabs choice parking spots on the streets of New
York City and sitsin the car |etting the time run out on parking meters while reading newspapers. That's
about all thereisto it by way of an intelligible plot, and laying it out in that manner makesit sound as thin as
apam frond. However, by dint of Trillin's fertile and humorous imagination, the book emerges as a



refreshing and completely likable jape. Our time-killing, newspaper-reading hero becomes the man of the
hour. He is an inspiration to some, a pain in the neck to others, and a thorn in the side of the mayor, who
wishes to have him prosecuted as a public nuisance. The nove is, admittedly, atrifle, but who is the reviewer
to be scornful of innocent fun in this gray-skied world? For all popular fiction collections. [Sadly, Trillin's
beloved wife, Alice, muse of his popular Alice, Let's Eat, died of heart failure on September 11. Ed.] A.J.
Anderson, GSLIS, Simmons Call., Bosto.

- AJ. Anderson, GSLIS, Smmons Coall., Boston

Copyright 2001 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Mary Sylvester:

What do you think about book? It isjust for students since they are still students or theitem for all peoplein
the world, the particular best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that issue above. Every person
has various personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they
don't would like do that. Y ou must know how great and also important the book Tepper Isn't Going Out: A
Novel. All type of book isit possible to see on many options. Y ou can look for the internet resources or other
social media.

lda Green:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what yours problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy individual ? If you
don't have spare time to perform others business, it is give you a sense of fedling bored faster. And you have
time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They have to answer that question simply
because just their can do this. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, itis
appropriate. Because start from on guarderia until university need this Tepper Isn't Going Out: A Novel to
read.

Sandra Mendoza:

The publication with title Tepper Isn't Going Out: A Novel includes alot of information that you can
discover it. You can get alot of benefit after read this book. This particular book exist new knowledge the
information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world now. That isimportant to yo7u to
know how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you inside new era of the
syndication. Y ou can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Maria Green:

The book Tepper Isn't Going Out: A Novel has alot of knowledge on it. So when you make sure to read this
book you can get alot of profit. The book was published by the very famous author. Tom makes some
research ahead of write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you may get the point easily after



perusing this book.
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