
Strangers, Gods and Monsters: Interpreting
Otherness

By Richard Kearney

Strangers, Gods and Monsters: Interpreting Otherness By Richard Kearney

Strangers, Gods and Monsters is a fascinating look at how human identity is
shaped by three powerful but enigmatic forces. Often overlooked in accounts of
how we think about ourselves and others, Richard Kearney skilfully shows, with
the help of vivid examples and illustrations, how the human outlook on the world
is formed by the mysterious triumvirate of strangers, gods and monsters.
Throughout, Richard Kearney shows how Strangers, Gods and Monsters do not
merely reside in myths or fantasies but constitute a central part of our cultural
unconscious. Above all, he argues that until we understand better that the Other
resides deep within ourselves, we can have little hope of understanding how our
most basic fears and desires manifest themselves in the external world and how
we can learn to live with them.
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enigmatic forces. Often overlooked in accounts of how we think about ourselves and others, Richard
Kearney skilfully shows, with the help of vivid examples and illustrations, how the human outlook on the
world is formed by the mysterious triumvirate of strangers, gods and monsters.
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understand better that the Other resides deep within ourselves, we can have little hope of understanding how
our most basic fears and desires manifest themselves in the external world and how we can learn to live with
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Editorial Review

Review
"In this brilliant book Richard Kearney sets his sights on the hyperbolic inflation of otherness. The refusal to
acknowledge 'oneself-as-another, ' as Ricoeur puts it, generates visions of otherness that call for a critical
hermeneutics. Like Baudrillard, Benjamin, and Zizek before him, Kearney has a finely tuned ear for the
often hysterical workings of the media and popular culture, and in this respect his chapter reflecting on 9/11
is exemplary. He argues convincingly for the need for judgment when we 'welcome strangers, respect gods,
and acknowledge monsters'. In this endeavor, Kearney is the ideal companion, and he proves again to be one
of the liveliest philosophical minds in America."
-David Wood, Vanderbilt University
""Strangers, Gods, and Monsters along with the other two volumes in the trilogy, stands as an important
contribution to the fields of religious theory and Continental philosophy. Moreover, Kearney's trilogy offers
a thorough and insightful analysis of major issues and debates across disciplinary fields."
-Victor E. Taylor, York College of Pennsylvania, "Journal of the American Academy of Religion

About the Author
Richard Kearney is Professor of Philosophy at Boston College and University College Dublin. His
publications include On Stories,Wake of Imagination and Postnationalist Ireland (all published by
Routledge), and Sam's Fall (novel).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Earnest Moss:

This book untitled Strangers, Gods and Monsters: Interpreting Otherness to be one of several books this best
seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit in it. You
will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retail store or you can order it via online. The publisher on
this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, because you can read this book in
your Smartphone. So there is no reason to you to past this e-book from your list.

Timothy Hardy:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading
book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot
of new facts. When you read a book you will get new information mainly because book is one of a number
of ways to share the information or their idea. Second, examining a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially hype book the author will bring someone to imagine the
story how the characters do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to some others. When you read
this Strangers, Gods and Monsters: Interpreting Otherness, you can tells your family, friends as well as soon
about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a publication.



Raymond Murray:

The book untitled Strangers, Gods and Monsters: Interpreting Otherness contain a lot of information on the
item. The writer explains your ex idea with easy approach. The language is very clear to see all the people,
so do not really worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was written by famous author. The author
will take you in the new age of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can please read on
your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the
e-book, you can start their official web-site and order it. Have a nice go through.

Marcia Marshall:

As a pupil exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library in order to
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's internal or real
their leisure activity. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there
but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and also can't
see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this Strangers, Gods and Monsters: Interpreting Otherness can make you
experience more interested to read.
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