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Same-Sex Love in India presents a stunning array of writings on same-sex love
from over 2000 years of Indian literature. Translated from more than a dozen
languages and drawn from Hindu, Buddhist, Muslim, and modern fictional
traditions, these writings testify to the presence of same-sex love in various forms
since ancient times, without overt persecution. This collection defies both
stereotypes of Indian culture and Foucault's definition of homosexuality as a
nineteenth-century invention, uncovering instead complex discourses of Indian
homosexuality, rich metaphorical traditions to represent it, and the use of names
and terms as early as medieval times to distinguish same-sex from cross-sex love.
An eminent group of scholars have translated these writings for the first time or
have re-translated well-known texts to correctly make evident previously
underplayed homoerotic content. Selections range from religious books, legal
and erotic treatises, story cycles, medieval histories and biographies, modern
novels, short stories, letters, memoirs, plays and poems. From the Rigveda to
Vikram Seth, this anthology will become a staple in courses on gender and queer
studies, Asian studies, and world literature.
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Same-Sex Love in India presents a stunning array of writings on same-sex love from over 2000 years of
Indian literature. Translated from more than a dozen languages and drawn from Hindu, Buddhist, Muslim,
and modern fictional traditions, these writings testify to the presence of same-sex love in various forms since
ancient times, without overt persecution. This collection defies both stereotypes of Indian culture and
Foucault's definition of homosexuality as a nineteenth-century invention, uncovering instead complex
discourses of Indian homosexuality, rich metaphorical traditions to represent it, and the use of names and
terms as early as medieval times to distinguish same-sex from cross-sex love. An eminent group of scholars
have translated these writings for the first time or have re-translated well-known texts to correctly make
evident previously underplayed homoerotic content. Selections range from religious books, legal and erotic
treatises, story cycles, medieval histories and biographies, modern novels, short stories, letters, memoirs,
plays and poems. From the Rigveda to Vikram Seth, this anthology will become a staple in courses on
gender and queer studies, Asian studies, and world literature.
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Editorial Review

Review

“This remarkable volume brings together an encyclopedic collection of writings on the subjects of love
between women and love between men in India from ancient times to the present.” —Lillian Faderman,
author of To Believe in Women: What Lesbians Have Done for America--A History

“This enchanting collection is a tribute to an ancient civilization which has always cherished love that defies
conventional ideas of sanity and normality.” —Ashis Nandy, author, The Intimate Enemy, Center for the
Study of Developing Societies, Delhi.

“...an extremely useful compilation of material on same-sex love in India, accompanied by insightful
analyses of contemporary social mores at the time that the poems, stories and novels were written.” —India
Today

About the Author
RUTH VANITA is Associate Professor of Women's Studies at the University of Montana.

SALEEM KIDWAI is a translator, writer, and consultant living in New Delhi.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Marco Roy:

This Same-Sex Love in India: Readings in Indian Literature book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have
it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is usually information inside
this guide incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you
will get. This kind of Same-Sex Love in India: Readings in Indian Literature without we understand teach
the one who reading through it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Same-
Sex Love in India: Readings in Indian Literature can bring if you are and not make your handbag space or
bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even cell phone. This Same-Sex
Love in India: Readings in Indian Literature having fine arrangement in word and layout, so you will not
experience uninterested in reading.

Marie Clayton:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information these days can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider when those information which is from the former life are challenging be find than now is taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you obtain the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Same-Sex Love in India: Readings in Indian Literature



as the daily resource information.

Judith Craig:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their particular reader with
their story or even their experience. Not only the story that share in the textbooks. But also they write about
the ability about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try to
improve their proficiency in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write on their book. One
of them is this Same-Sex Love in India: Readings in Indian Literature.

Kathryn Granger:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information easier
to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspaper, book,
and soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to you is Same-Sex Love in India: Readings in Indian Literature this guide consist a lot of the
information in the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented how do the world has
grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made
some study when he makes this book. That is why this book ideal all of you.
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