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A provocative essay that challenged the superiority of civilized society and
modern government, Jean-Jacques Rousseau's Discourse on the Origin and
Foundations of Inequality made him an outcast among fellow Enlightenment
thinkers but stands today as one of the most important political texts in Western
history. Helena Rosenblatt's new translation, introduction, and selection of
related documents help students comprehend why Rousseau's criticisms of
human nature, political hierarchy, and private property were so controversial in
his time yet later were hailed as a foundation of democracy. The introduction
explores life experiences that shaped Rousseau's philosophy, explains
contemporary ideas about political authority and social order, and guides students
through Rousseau's thought, including explanations of how his work anticipated
theories about evolution and inspired leaders of the French Revolution. Related
primary documents -- including a selection from Rousseau's Social Contract --
situate Rousseau's ideas in contemporary political and social thought. Questions
for consideration, a chronology of Rousseau's life and work, and a selected
bibliography enrich students' understanding of the man and his times.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
HELENA ROSENBLATT(Ph.D., Columbia) is a professor of history at the Graduate Center of the City
University of New York. A specialist in European intellectual history, she is the author of Liberal Values:
Benjamin Constant and the Politics of Religion (2008) and Rousseau and Geneva: From the First Discourse
to the Social Contract, 1749-1762 (1997), and she is the editor of The Cambridge Companion to Constant
(2009)."

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Francis Dawson:

Here thing why this particular Discourse on the Origin and Foundations of Inequality among Men: by Jean-
Jacques Rousseau with Related Documents (Bedford Series in History & Culture) are different and reputable
to be yours. First of all reading a book is good but it really depends in the content than it which is the content
is as yummy as food or not. Discourse on the Origin and Foundations of Inequality among Men: by Jean-
Jacques Rousseau with Related Documents (Bedford Series in History & Culture) giving you information
deeper including different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no guide that similar with
Discourse on the Origin and Foundations of Inequality among Men: by Jean-Jacques Rousseau with Related
Documents (Bedford Series in History & Culture). It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your own
eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. You can easily
bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your technique home by train. When you are having
difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Discourse on the Origin and Foundations of
Inequality among Men: by Jean-Jacques Rousseau with Related Documents (Bedford Series in History &
Culture) in e-book can be your option.

Richard Benson:

The reserve untitled Discourse on the Origin and Foundations of Inequality among Men: by Jean-Jacques
Rousseau with Related Documents (Bedford Series in History & Culture) is the guide that recommended to
you to study. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to an individual. The language
that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of research
when write the book, so the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also will get the
e-book of Discourse on the Origin and Foundations of Inequality among Men: by Jean-Jacques Rousseau
with Related Documents (Bedford Series in History & Culture) from the publisher to make you much more
enjoy free time.



Waldo Gates:

Precisely why? Because this Discourse on the Origin and Foundations of Inequality among Men: by Jean-
Jacques Rousseau with Related Documents (Bedford Series in History & Culture) is an unordinary book that
the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will shock you with the secret that inside.
Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such incredible way makes the
content inside easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is
good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of
rewards than the other book possess such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking way. So
, still want to hesitate having that book? If I had been you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Jimmy Hostetter:

As a scholar exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library in order to
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's soul or real
their passion. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally there
but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and also can't
see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important to suit your
needs. As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says,
ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Discourse on the Origin and Foundations of Inequality
among Men: by Jean-Jacques Rousseau with Related Documents (Bedford Series in History & Culture) can
make you really feel more interested to read.
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