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This timely book aims to change the way we think about religion by putting
emotion back onto the agenda. It challenges a tendency to over-emphasise
rational aspects of religion, and rehabilitates its embodied, visceral and affective
dimensions. Against the view that religious emotion is a purely private matter, it
offers a new framework which shows how religious emotions arise in the varied
interactions between human agents and religious communities, human agents and
objects of devotion, and communities and sacred symbols. It presents parallels
and contrasts between religious emotions in European and American history, in
other cultures, and in contemporary western societies. By taking emotions
seriously, A Sociology of Religious Emotion sheds new light on the power of
religion to shape fundamental human orientations and motivations: hopes and
fears, joys and sorrows, loves and hatreds.
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This timely book aims to change the way we think about religion by putting emotion back onto the agenda. It
challenges a tendency to over-emphasise rational aspects of religion, and rehabilitates its embodied, visceral
and affective dimensions. Against the view that religious emotion is a purely private matter, it offers a new
framework which shows how religious emotions arise in the varied interactions between human agents and
religious communities, human agents and objects of devotion, and communities and sacred symbols. It
presents parallels and contrasts between religious emotions in European and American history, in other
cultures, and in contemporary western societies. By taking emotions seriously, A Sociology of Religious
Emotion sheds new light on the power of religion to shape fundamental human orientations and motivations:
hopes and fears, joys and sorrows, loves and hatreds.
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Editorial Review

Review
Review from previous edition: "A Sociology of Religious Emotion is exactly the kind of specialist academic
book that is usually overlooked by the celebrity combatants in the secular commentariat. If the book's
arguments and its proposals for research are heeded, it might ground the wrangles about the proper place of
religion." --Bernice Martin Times Literary Supplement

About the Author
Linda Woodhead is Professor of Sociology of Religion at Lancaster University, and Director of the Religion
and Society Programme - a major national research council initiative which embraces 80 separate projects.
Her books include Religions in the Modern World (with Koko Kawanami and Chris Partridge), An
Introduction to Christianity, The Spiritual Revolution (with Paul Heelas), Peter Berger and the Study of
Religion, and Congregational Studies in the UK (with Mathew Guest and Karin Tusting). Ole Riis is
Professor of Sociology of Religion at the University of Agder in Norway. His research includes sociology of
religion, general sociology, methodology of social science, survey studies and public planning. His books, in
Danish and English, include On Methods and Theories in the Sociology of Religion, Social Science in
Practice, Religion in Secularizing Society, and Combined Methods in the Social Sciences.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jack Young:

Book is written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can realize everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Next to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A e-book A Sociology of Religious Emotion will make
you to end up being smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But
some of you think that will open or reading a new book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun.
Why they may be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or suited book with you?

Thomas Hawkins:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man? If
you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And
you have free time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They need to answer that
question mainly because just their can do that will. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person.
Yes, it is suitable. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this kind of A Sociology of
Religious Emotion to read.



Raymond Floyd:

Exactly why? Because this A Sociology of Religious Emotion is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-
book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will shock you with the secret that inside. Reading this
book close to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such wonderful way makes the content
interior easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you
for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of
benefits than the other book have got such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking
technique. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I were being you I will go to the publication store
hurriedly.

Phillip Martin:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information coming from a book. Book is composed or printed or illustrated from each source which filled
update of news. In this particular modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available
for you actually. From media social such as newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia,
reference book, fresh and comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your
spare time to spread out your book? Or just looking for the A Sociology of Religious Emotion when you
desired it?
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