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On the evening of September 11, 2002, with the Statue of Liberty shimmering in
the background, television cameras captured President George W. Bush as he
advocated the charge for war against Iraq. This carefully staged performance,
writes Susan Brewer, was the culmination of a long tradition of sophisticated
wartime propaganda in America.
In Why America Fights, Brewer offers a fascinating history of how successive
presidents have conducted what Donald Rumsfeld calls "perception
management," from McKinley's war in the Philippines to Operation Iraqi
Freedom. Her intriguing account ranges from analyses of wartime messages to
descriptions of the actual operations, from the dissemination of patriotic ads and
posters to the management of newspaper, radio, and TV media. When Woodrow
Wilson carried the nation into World War I, he created the Committee on Public
Information, led by George Creel, who called his job "the world's greatest
adventure in advertising." In World War II, Roosevelt's Office of War
Information avowed a "strategy of truth," though government propaganda still
depicted Japanese soldiers as buck-toothed savages. After examining the
ultimately failed struggle to cast the Vietnam War in a favorable light, Brewer
shows how the Bush White House drew explicit lessons from that history as it
engaged in an unprecedented effort to sell a preemptive war in Iraq. Yet the
thrust of its message was not much different from McKinley's pronouncements
about America's civilizing mission.
Impressively researched and argued, filled with surprising details, Why America
Fights shows how presidents have consistently drummed up support for foreign
wars by appealing to what Americans want to believe about themselves.
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On the evening of September 11, 2002, with the Statue of Liberty shimmering in the background, television
cameras captured President George W. Bush as he advocated the charge for war against Iraq. This carefully
staged performance, writes Susan Brewer, was the culmination of a long tradition of sophisticated wartime
propaganda in America.
In Why America Fights, Brewer offers a fascinating history of how successive presidents have conducted
what Donald Rumsfeld calls "perception management," from McKinley's war in the Philippines to Operation
Iraqi Freedom. Her intriguing account ranges from analyses of wartime messages to descriptions of the
actual operations, from the dissemination of patriotic ads and posters to the management of newspaper,
radio, and TV media. When Woodrow Wilson carried the nation into World War I, he created the Committee
on Public Information, led by George Creel, who called his job "the world's greatest adventure in
advertising." In World War II, Roosevelt's Office of War Information avowed a "strategy of truth," though
government propaganda still depicted Japanese soldiers as buck-toothed savages. After examining the
ultimately failed struggle to cast the Vietnam War in a favorable light, Brewer shows how the Bush White
House drew explicit lessons from that history as it engaged in an unprecedented effort to sell a preemptive
war in Iraq. Yet the thrust of its message was not much different from McKinley's pronouncements about
America's civilizing mission.
Impressively researched and argued, filled with surprising details, Why America Fights shows how
presidents have consistently drummed up support for foreign wars by appealing to what Americans want to
believe about themselves.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Robert Franco:

What do you about book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you need something to
explain what the one you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy person? If you don't
have spare time to do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have free time?
What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They should answer that question due to the fact
just their can do that will. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is proper. Because
start from on pre-school until university need this Why America Fights: Patriotism and War Propaganda
from the Philippines to Iraq to read.

Steven Thomas:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information these days can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is within the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you obtain the
unstable resource then you understand it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you.
All of those possibilities will not happen within you if you take Why America Fights: Patriotism and War
Propaganda from the Philippines to Iraq as your daily resource information.

Robert Garcia:

Often the book Why America Fights: Patriotism and War Propaganda from the Philippines to Iraq has a lot
info on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was authored by the very
famous author. Mcdougal makes some research prior to write this book. This book very easy to read you can
find the point easily after scanning this book.

Benjamin Herrera:

Within this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more important
than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you have
to do is just spending your time little but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of several books in
the top record in your reading list will be Why America Fights: Patriotism and War Propaganda from the
Philippines to Iraq. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in getting
precious person. By looking right up and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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