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In the final six months of World War II, Germany and the Soviet Union focused
on Hungary: Stalin demanded victory at all costs as a key to securing his
European empire; Hitler ordered an unrelenting defense of Budapest in order to
prolong his grip on Vienna and preserve the route to Berlin. Consequently, the
siege of Budapest was one of the longest and bloodiest battles of the entire war.

Based on formerly inaccessible documents and several hundred interviews with
Hungarian and German survivors, this is the first complete and unbiased account
of the siege of Budapest. Street by street, day by day, Krisztián Ungváry
describes the battle and its horrors in meticulous detail. One hundred and two
days passed between the appearance of the first Soviet tank and the final capture
of Buda Castle. More than 80,000 Soviet troops and 38,000 German and
Hungarian soldiers were killed; about 38,000 Hungarian civilian lives were lost.
Civilian casualties were extraordinarily high because the city’s 800,000
noncombatant residents were never evacuated. This book represents a massive
effort of historical reconstruction, and a major contribution to the history of
World War II.
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In the final six months of World War II, Germany and the Soviet Union focused on Hungary: Stalin
demanded victory at all costs as a key to securing his European empire; Hitler ordered an unrelenting defense
of Budapest in order to prolong his grip on Vienna and preserve the route to Berlin. Consequently, the siege
of Budapest was one of the longest and bloodiest battles of the entire war.

Based on formerly inaccessible documents and several hundred interviews with Hungarian and German
survivors, this is the first complete and unbiased account of the siege of Budapest. Street by street, day by
day, Krisztián Ungváry describes the battle and its horrors in meticulous detail. One hundred and two days
passed between the appearance of the first Soviet tank and the final capture of Buda Castle. More than
80,000 Soviet troops and 38,000 German and Hungarian soldiers were killed; about 38,000 Hungarian
civilian lives were lost. Civilian casualties were extraordinarily high because the city’s 800,000
noncombatant residents were never evacuated. This book represents a massive effort of historical
reconstruction, and a major contribution to the history of World War II.
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Editorial Review

Review

“This book provides the first acceptable assessment and analysis of the siege of Budapest, a monumental
confrontation during the Second World War. Krisztián Ungváry makes use of a wealth of fresh historical
evidence locked until recently in the secret archives of Russia and eastern Germany. He draws on the diaries
and personal recollection of survivors, both civilian and soldiers . . . most of whom have never got over their
experience. The result is excellent scholarship and gripping reading. . . . [It] deserves to be widely
read.”—Thomas Land, Times Literary Supplement

“The Siege of Budapest is an important and exciting contribution to World War II history. The siege was a
crucial event in the final year of the war. No other European capital--apart from Berlin and Warsaw--suffered
a similar fate. It is a source of endless horror as well as fascination to read about how more than 800,000
civilians, including well over 100,000 Jews in a ghetto or in hiding, coped while German and Red Army
soldiers engaged in hand-to-hand combat in the very buildings they inhabited.”--István Deák, Columbia
University

“Excellent scholarship and [a] gripping read.”

(Thomas Ország-Land The Jerusalem Report)

About the Author

Krisztián Ungváry is a research fellow at the Institute for the History of the 1956 Hungarian Revolution.
Ladislaus Löb is emeritus professor of German, University of Sussex.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Walter Cornwell:

Book is usually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A e-book The Siege of Budapest: 100 Days
in World War II will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know
about anything. But some of you think in which open or reading the book make you bored. It isn't make you
fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you looking for best book or appropriate book with you?



Richard Gary:

This The Siege of Budapest: 100 Days in World War II book is not ordinary book, you have it then the world
is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is usually information inside this reserve
incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will
get. This particular The Siege of Budapest: 100 Days in World War II without we understand teach the one
who reading through it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't become worry The Siege of
Budapest: 100 Days in World War II can bring any time you are and not make your tote space or
bookshelves' become full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even cell phone. This The Siege of
Budapest: 100 Days in World War II having excellent arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will
not feel uninterested in reading.

Mitchell Peed:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try to and must have the free time or they will get lots of
stress from both daily life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely of
course. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do you have
when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading books. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the actual book you have read is
usually The Siege of Budapest: 100 Days in World War II.

Katie Duffy:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. That book The Siege of Budapest: 100 Days in World War II was
colourful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book The Siege of Budapest: 100 Days in
World War II has many kinds or type. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Private investigator
Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book tend to be make
you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like
reading which.
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