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David Muallem's Maqam Book is the first systematic presentation of the system
of scales and modes (maqamat) used in Arab music, and is intended for
musicians of all backgrounds, as well as for the layman who seeks to understand
and appreciate Arab music. The book includes a historical background, an
explanation of the scalar systems used in European music and Arab music (with
references to Turkish music and Persian music), and an analysis of 48 different
maqamat, their transpositions and modulations. The attached CD (as of Nov. 17,
2016 replaced with online audio tracks) demonstrates 39 maqamat played on the
qanun. The book is recommended as a textbook for courses on Arab music,
Middle-Eastern and Asian music, and world music, and may be used for self-
study as well.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
David Muallem was born in Baghdad in 1931. He grew up in a musical family that was close to circles of
composers and poets from whom he absorbed the richness of the Iraqi and pan-Arab music. As a child, he
learned European music playing the violin and eventually participated in the founding of the first Baghdad
Philharmonic Orchestra, which is still active to this day. Muallem is still in contact with members of the
orchestra in Iraq.

In 1950, David Muallem immigrated to Israel where he studied and researched Arab and Turkish music,
alongside a career as an advocate and judge in the Israeli legal system.

Close to his retirement as a judge, Muallem joined the School of Eastern Music at Bar Ilan University,
Ramat Gan, where he taught and researched Arab music for many years, performing Arab music on the
violin. A result of his work at Bar Ilan University and his interaction with faculty and students was the
recognition of the great need for a textbook in Hebrew on Arab scales and maq m t. His love of music in
general and of Arab music in particular motivated him to dedicate more than eight years to writing such a
book that would serve teachers and students alike in the field of Arab music.

David Muallem currently lectures on Arab music at various institutions, writes articles, and gives educational
presentations accompanied by live musical demonstrations.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Brown:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled The Maqam Book - A Doorway to Arab Scales and Modes. Try to
stumble through book The Maqam Book - A Doorway to Arab Scales and Modes as your good friend. It
means that it can to become your friend when you feel alone and beside regarding course make you smarter
than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you more confidence because
you can know anything by the book. So , we should make new experience along with knowledge with this
book.

William Rice:

As people who live in often the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era which is always change and make progress. Some of
you maybe will probably update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice in your case but
the problems coming to a person is you don't know which one you should start with. This The Maqam Book
- A Doorway to Arab Scales and Modes is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why,
because this book serves what you want and wish in this era.



Barbara Mobley:

The reserve untitled The Maqam Book - A Doorway to Arab Scales and Modes is the reserve that
recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to you
actually. The language that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The writer was did
a lot of exploration when write the book, therefore the information that they share for your requirements is
absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of The Maqam Book - A Doorway to Arab
Scales and Modes from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Debra Weeks:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read any book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you simply read
you can spent all day every day to reading a publication. The book The Maqam Book - A Doorway to Arab
Scales and Modes it is rather good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These
people were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can
buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from your smart phone. The price is
not too costly but this book possesses high quality.
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