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" Fine stuff...[The Letter of Marque] leaves the devotee of naval fiction eager
for sequels." ?2Jonathan Y ardley, Washington Post Book World

Captain Jack Aubrey, abrilliant and experienced officer, has been struck off the
list of post-captains for a crime he did not commit. His old friend Stephen
Maturin, usually cast as a ship's surgeon to mask his discreet activities on behalf
of British Intelligence, has bought for Aubrey his former ship the Surpriseto
command as a privateer, more politely termed a letter of marque. Together they
sail on adesperate mission against the French, which, if successful, may redeem
Aubrey from the private hell of his disgrace.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

When Jack Aubrey is unfairly deprived of his commission in the Roya Navy, Stephen Maturin comesto the
rescue, purchasing the captain's former ship and outfitting it as a privateer, to be commanded by...Jack
Aubrey. Soon the Surpriseis off to sea, on amission that Aubrey hopes will redeem his good name. The
author's grasp of period detail is astonishing as ever--and so is his gift for pure entertainment.

From Publishers Weekly

If Jane Austen wrote Royal Navy yarns, they might read like this sequel to Master and Commander and Post
Captain (which Norton issuesin paperback in August). In the early 1800s, Captain Jack Aubrey, unjustly
drummed out of service, is how master of the "letter of marque” (privateer) frigate Surprise, secretly owned
by Stephen Maturin, ship's doctor/naturalist/abandoned husband/opium-eater and intelligence agent. The
major events here are two great sea victories that make Jack arich folk-hero, and Stephen's winning back of
his wife and breaking his laudanum habit. Jack's seamanship and heroism are complemented by Stephen's
absent-minded brilliance, their friendship cemented by their shared music-making (violin and cdllo,
respectively). The early-19th-century locutions are fascinating, as are the evocation of period shipboard life
(including ship-provisioning and naval lingo), Whitehall palitics (rotten boroughs, etc.) and drug addiction
(cocaleaf-chewing as well as opium-eating). Seafarers and landlubbers alike will enjoy this swift, witty tale
of money and love.

Copyright 1990 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal

Originally published in England in 1988, this U.S. publication is the long-awaited sequel to Master and
Commander (LJ 12/15/69) and Post Captain (LJ 8/72). It continues the adventures of Captain Jack Aubrey
and Stephen Maturin, ship's doctor. Jack, who has been unfairly dismissed from the British Navy, continues
his sea career under a"Letter of Marque," a polite term for a privateer. Stephen struggles to balance his
scientific interests, his own inclination toward addiction to laudanum, and his concern for hisfriend. The
author has created two wonderfully contrasting charactersin bluff, hearty Aubrey and reedy, intellectual
Maturin. Readers will be glad to see these unlikely friendsin action again. The historical background of the
Napoleonic era, aswell asthe details of early 19th-century naval warfare, are authentically depicted. An
exciting sea story with good character development. Recommended for public libraries.

- C. Robert Nixon, M.L.S,, Lafayette, Ind.

Copyright 1990 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Walter Berry:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the concept The
Letter of Marque (Vol. Book 12) (Aubrey/Maturin Novels) suitable to you? The actua book was written by
popular writer in this era. Typically the book untitled The Letter of Marque (Vol. Book 12) (Aubrey/Maturin
Novels)isasingle of several books which everyone read now. That book was inspired many men and women
in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know prior to.



The author explained their thought in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to recognise the
core of this book. This book will give you awide range of information about this world now. So you can see
the represented of the world within this book.

Jose Gower :

Reading a book being new life stylein this 12 months; every people loves to examine a book. When you go
through a book you can get alarge amount of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, since book hasalot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms
of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your research, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself look for afiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, in
addition to soon. The The Letter of Marque (Vol. Book 12) (Aubrey/Maturin Novels) will give you new
experience in examining a book.

Jeanie Clark:

Y ou will get this The Letter of Marque (Vol. Book 12) (Aubrey/Maturin Novels) by check out the bookstore
or Mall. Just smply viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve issueif you get difficulties on your
knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by means of written or printed but in addition can you
enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern erajust like now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and
searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about
your book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still update. Let'stry to
choose correct ways for you.

Stephen Stansbury:

As acollege student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library
or even make summary for some book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart or
real their hobby. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring in addition to can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. Aswe
know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore, this The Letter of Marque (Vol. Book 12) (Aubrey/Maturin Novels) can make
you really feel more interested to read.
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