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The last days of colonialism taught America's revolutionaries that soldiersin the
streets bring conflict and tyranny. As aresult, our country has generally worked
to keep the military out of law enforcement. But according to investigative
reporter Radley Balko, over the last several decades, America's cops have
increasingly come to resemble ground troops. The consequences have been dire:
the homeis no longer a place of sanctuary, the Fourth Amendment has been
gutted, and police today have been conditioned to see the citizens they serve as
an other—an enemy.

Today's armored-up policemen are afar cry from the constables of early
America. The unrest of the 1960s brought about the invention of the SWAT
unit—which in turn led to the debut of military tacticsin the ranks of police
officers. Nixon's War on Drugs, Reagan's War on Poverty, Clinton's COPS
program, the post—9/11 security state under Bush and Obama: by degrees, each of
these innovations expanded and empowered police forces, always at the expense
of civil liberties. And these are just four among a slew of reckless programs.

In Rise of the Warrior Cop, Balko shows how poaliticians' ill-considered policies
and relentless declarations of war against vague enemies like crime, drugs, and
terror have blurred the distinction between cop and soldier. His fascinating,
frightening narrative shows how over a generation, a creeping battlefield
mentality hasisolated and alienated American police officers and put them on a
collision course with the values of a free society.
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The last days of colonialism taught America's revolutionaries that soldiers in the streets bring conflict and
tyranny. As aresult, our country has generally worked to keep the military out of law enforcement. But
according to investigative reporter Radley Balko, over the last several decades, America's cops have
increasingly come to resemble ground troops. The consequences have been dire: the homeis no longer a
place of sanctuary, the Fourth Amendment has been gutted, and police today have been conditioned to see
the citizens they serve as an other—an enemy.

Today's armored-up policemen are afar cry from the constables of early America. The unrest of the 1960s
brought about the invention of the SWAT unit—which in turn led to the debut of military tacticsin the ranks
of police officers. Nixon's War on Drugs, Reagan's War on Poverty, Clinton's COPS program, the post—9/11
security state under Bush and Obama: by degrees, each of these innovations expanded and empowered police
forces, always at the expense of civil liberties. And these are just four among a slew of reckless programs.

In Rise of the Warrior Cop, Balko shows how politicians' ill-considered policies and relentless declarations
of war against vague enemies like crime, drugs, and terror have blurred the distinction between cop and
soldier. His fascinating, frightening narrative shows how over a generation, a creeping battlefield mentality
hasisolated and alienated American police officers and put them on a collision course with the values of a
free society.
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Editorial Review

Review

New York Journal of Books

“This historic review of Americas police and police tacticsis clear and direct in its nondismissal narrative.
Thisis not an anti-police book, but a serious look at the growth and use of SWAT and military style tactics,
at America's war on drugs, and the financial incentives that created the new “community police force”...
This book is highly recommended for the historic value of the information; it is clear, concise, and well
argued. Whether you are alifetime, card carrying member of the ACLU or the newest law and order
politician The Rise of the Warrior Cop provides a clear timeline and important information making it a must
read.”

Publishers Weekly

“'Are cops constitutional ? It's a bold and provocative question, and the more Balko delvesinto the history of
law enforcement, the more that question seems worth considering. ... After reading Balko, you'll be aware,
aright—and scared.”

Salt Lake Tribune
"awell-researched book that piques the reader'sintellect as much as it does his or her emations.”

Ilya Somin, Volokh Conspiracy
“The best new book on alaw-related topic | have read so far this year”

Ron Paul, former Texas congressman and Republican presidential candidate

“Rise of the Warrior Cop is acomprehensive look at the reasons for, and the results of, the increasing
militarization of law enforcement. Civil libertarians on the left and limited government conservatives on the
right should pay especially close attention to Radley Balko's examination of the link between the ‘the war on
drugs and law enforcement's increased use of police state tactics.”

Norm Stamper, thirty-four-year police veteran and police chief of Seattle, Washington, 1994-2000
“A rich, pertinent history, with unexpected but critically important observations of the increased
militarization of American policing. And so well presented: clear, lucid, elegantly crafted. Rise of the
Warrior Cop should be on the shelves of every police chief, sheriff, and SWAT commander in the country.
A huge contribution.”

Glenn Greenwald, constitutional lawyer, Guardian columnist, and New York Times-bestselling author
“Vibrant and compelling. Thereis no vital trend in American society more overlooked than the militarization
of our domestic police forces, and there is no journalist in Americawho is more knowledgeable and
passionate about this topic than Radley Balko. If you care about the core political liberties of Americans, this
isamust-read.”

Glenn Greenwald, constitutional lawyer, Guardian columnist, and New York Times-bestselling author
“Vibrant and compelling. Thereis no vital trend in American society more overlooked than the militarization
of our domestic police forces, and there is no journalist in Americawho is more knowledgeable and
passionate about this topic than Radley Balko. If you care about the core political liberties of Americans, this
isamust-read.”



Charleston (WV) Gazette
“For Americans who care about their core political liberties, Balko's book is a must-read.”

Pacific Standard
“Fascinating and sometimes terrifying”

"Jack Dunphy" (nom de plume of a police officer with the L os Angeles Police Department), National
Review Online

“For al my cop's quibbles with Rise of the Warrior Cop, | was struck by how much | found to agree with in
the book. Balko makes a compelling case that in Americatoday there are too many SWAT teams operating
with too little accountability, further exposing the country to the dangers this magazine identified in 1996.
‘No, Americatoday isn't apolice state,' he writes in the concluding chapter. ‘ Far from it. But it would be
foolish to wait until it becomes one to get concerned.' One need not be a libertarian to appreciate the
warning.”

Arianna Huffington, president and editor -in-chief, Huffington Post

“With his thorough reporting and compelling storytelling gifts, Radley Balko builds a powerful narrative of
the militarization of our police forces, which both liberals and conservatives have alowed to flourish. And
he shows the chilling results of both parties unwillingness to stand up to increasingly aggressive police
tactics that often pit cops against those they are sworn to protect.”

Ron Paul, former Texas congressman and Republican presidential candidate

“Rise of the Warrior Cop isacomprehensive look at the reasons for, and the results of, the increasing
militarization of law enforcement. Civil libertarians on the left and limited government conservatives on the
right should pay especialy close attention to Radley Balko's examination of the link between the ‘the war on
drugs and law enforcement's increased use of police state tactics.”

Diane Goldstein, Huffington Post

“Rise of the Warrior Cop asks many questions about the proper role of law enforcement and the effect of the
drug war, Americas longest war, on our communities... Balko interweaves history, the Constitution, and
case law to create an account of how the massive expansion of SWAT teams occurred as the perfect storm of
politics, ideology and federal fiscal coercion.”

Anthony D. Romer o, Executive Director, American Civil Liberties Union

“Excessively militarized policing is easy to ignore when a SWAT team is ramming down someone else's
door or tear-gassing someone else's protest. What makes Rise of the Warrior Cop so important isthat Mr.
Balko makes police militarization real for al of us. Thisisameticulously researched history book that casts
needed light on acentral civil libertiesissue. Police militarization is something we should al care about, and
Rise of the Warrior Cop will show you why.”

Arianna Huffington, president and editor -in-chief, Huffington Post

“With his thorough reporting and compelling storytelling gifts, Radley Balko builds a powerful narrative of
the militarization of our police forces, which both liberals and conservatives have alowed to flourish. And
he shows the chilling results of both parties unwillingness to stand up to increasingly aggressive police
tactics that often pit cops against those they are sworn to protect.”

StoptheDrugWar.org
“In Balko's hands, an entertaining and illuminating story — as well as depressing and frightening — told
with verve and gusto, meticulously researched, and filled with telling historical detail... Rise of the Warrior



Cop is an important book and deserves to be read by small government conservatives, civil libertarian
liberals, police commanders, and politicians alike.”

Simple Justice blog

“It's critical to appreciate the history of policing, to understand that what we now see as normal and
inescapable wasn't ways the case. For most of our history, this country did not have a group of people with
shields and guns who wandered the streets ordering people about.... If there is any hope of changing the
course of the militarization of law enforcement, it will come from a greater understanding of why thiswas
never meant to be the internal norm of this country, and that it doesn't have to be. Radley Balko has done an
exceptional job of making the case. Every person who hopes to preserve the integrity of his Castle from
dynamic entry needs to read The Rise of Warrior Cop.”

Glenn Greenwald, The Inter cept
“The best and most comprehensive account of the dangers of police militarization.”

Sarah Stillman, NewY orker.com
“A fascinating and at times wrenching new book.”

The Daily Beast
“Virtually peerless as awriter on the issue”

The Economist

“Mr Balko manages to avoid the clichés of both right and |eft, and provokes genuine outrage at the misuse of
state power in its most brutal and unaccountable form: heavily armed police raiding the homes of unarmed,
non-violent suspects on the flimsiest of pretexts, and behaving more like an occupying army in hostile
territory than guardians of public safety. “Rise of the Warrior Cop”, Mr Balko's interesting first book,
explainswhat policies led to the militarisation of Americas police. To his credit, he focuses his outrage not
on the police themselves, but on paliticians and the phoney, wasteful drug war they created.”

About the Author

Radley Balko is an award-winning investigative journalist who writes about civil liberties, police,
prosecutors, and the broader criminal justice system. Heis currently awriter and investigative reporter for
the Washington Post. Previously, he was a senior writer and investigative reporter for the Huffington Post,
senior editor for Reason magazine, and a policy analyst for the Cato Ingtitute. In 2011, the Los Angeles Press
Club named him “Journalist of the Year.” Follow him on twitter: @RadleyBalko

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Sam Grimes:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make these people survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the ideafor awhileis
reading. Sure, by reading a publication your ability to survive raise then having chance to stay than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading the book, we give you this specific Rise of the Warrior



Cop: The Militarization of America's Police Forces book as nice and daily reading e-book. Why, because this
book is more than just a book.

Jodi Saldana;

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the name Rise of the
Warrior Cop: The Militarization of Americas Police Forces suitable to you? The actual book was written by
renowned writer in this era. Often the book untitled Rise of the Warrior Cop: The Militarization of America's
Police Forcesis asingle of several books that everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired alot of
people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know
previousto. The author explained their concept in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to know the
core of this publication. This book will give you alot of information about this world now. To help you see
the represented of the world within this book.

Bonnie Mentzer:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With studying you can get alot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Ebooks can also inspire alot of people. A lot of author can inspire their reader with their story aswell as
their experience. Not only the story that share in the guides. But also they write about advantage about
something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or daughters,
there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world alwaystry to improve their ability in
writing, they also doing some analysis before they write on their book. One of them is this Rise of the
Warrior Cop: The Militarization of America's Police Forces.

Joseph Mack:

A number of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the
ideawhen they get a half parts of the book. Y ou can choose the particular book Rise of the Warrior Cop: The
Militarization of America's Police Forces to make your reading isinteresting. Y our current skill of reading
talent is devel oping when you like reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to seeiit
and mingle the sensation about book and reading especially. It isto beinitially opinion for you to liketo
open up abook and read it. Beside that the guide Rise of the Warrior Cop: The Militarization of America's
Police Forces can to be a newly purchased friend when you're sense alone and confuse in doing what must
you're doing of these time.
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