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Should public opinion determine--or even influence--sentencing policy and
practice? Should the punishment of criminal offenders reflect what the public
regards as appropriate? These deceptively simple questions conceal complex
theoretical and methodological challenges to the administration of punishment.

In the West, politicians have often answered these questions in the affirmative;
penal reforms have been justified with direct reference to the attitudes of the
public. This is why the contention that politicians should bridge the gap between
the public and criminal justice practice has widespread resonance. Criminal law
scholars, for their part, have often been more reluctant to accept public input in
penal practice, and some have even held that the idea of consulting public
opinion constitutes a populist approach to punishment.

The purpose of this book is to examine the moral significance of public opinion
for penal theory and practice. For the first time in a single volume the editors,
Jesper Ryberg and Julian V. Roberts, have assembled a number of respected
criminologists, philosophers, and legal theorists to address the various aspects of
why and how public opinion should be reflected in the way the criminal justice
system deals with criminals. The chapters address the myriad complexities
surrounding this issue by first weighing the justifications for incorporating public
views into punishment practices and then considering the various ways this might
be achieved through juries, prosecutors, restorative justice programs, and other
means.
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Should public opinion determine--or even influence--sentencing policy and practice? Should the punishment
of criminal offenders reflect what the public regards as appropriate? These deceptively simple questions
conceal complex theoretical and methodological challenges to the administration of punishment.

In the West, politicians have often answered these questions in the affirmative; penal reforms have been
justified with direct reference to the attitudes of the public. This is why the contention that politicians should
bridge the gap between the public and criminal justice practice has widespread resonance. Criminal law
scholars, for their part, have often been more reluctant to accept public input in penal practice, and some
have even held that the idea of consulting public opinion constitutes a populist approach to punishment.

The purpose of this book is to examine the moral significance of public opinion for penal theory and
practice. For the first time in a single volume the editors, Jesper Ryberg and Julian V. Roberts, have
assembled a number of respected criminologists, philosophers, and legal theorists to address the various
aspects of why and how public opinion should be reflected in the way the criminal justice system deals with
criminals. The chapters address the myriad complexities surrounding this issue by first weighing the
justifications for incorporating public views into punishment practices and then considering the various ways
this might be achieved through juries, prosecutors, restorative justice programs, and other means.
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Editorial Review

Review

"This volume is a great read for academics of all stripes who are interested in criminal justice issues. The
diversity of perspectives offered by the authors allows it to serve as a handy reference for those new to the
debate, and the quality of the scholarship should not disappoint those who have previously encountered the
work of one or more of the authors."- Matthew Kugler, PhD in Psychology, Princeton University, 2010; J.D.
University of Chicago Law School, expected 2015

About the Author

Jesper Ryberg is Professor of Ethics and Philosophy of Law at Roskilde University, Denmark. Julian V.
Roberts is Professor of Criminology at the University of Oxford.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kevin Buckley:

This Popular Punishment: On the Normative Significance of Public Opinion (Studies in Penal Theory and
Philosophy) book is just not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you will
get by reading this book is information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get facts which is
getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This kind of Popular Punishment: On the
Normative Significance of Public Opinion (Studies in Penal Theory and Philosophy) without we recognize
teach the one who looking at it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't be worry Popular
Punishment: On the Normative Significance of Public Opinion (Studies in Penal Theory and Philosophy) can
bring if you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it
with your lovely laptop even telephone. This Popular Punishment: On the Normative Significance of Public
Opinion (Studies in Penal Theory and Philosophy) having fine arrangement in word in addition to layout, so
you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Lila Smith:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their reader with their story or
perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the publications. But also they write about the
information about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
young ones, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve
their talent in writing, they also doing some study before they write to their book. One of them is this Popular



Punishment: On the Normative Significance of Public Opinion (Studies in Penal Theory and Philosophy).

Melissa Jackson:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them loved ones or
their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or even playing
video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read a book. It is
really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the entire day to reading a publication.
The book Popular Punishment: On the Normative Significance of Public Opinion (Studies in Penal Theory
and Philosophy) it is rather good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These folks
were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy
often the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not very
costly but this book provides high quality.

Pedro Gonzales:

Beside this specific Popular Punishment: On the Normative Significance of Public Opinion (Studies in Penal
Theory and Philosophy) in your phone, it may give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or
info. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh through the oven so don't possibly be
worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have Popular Punishment: On
the Normative Significance of Public Opinion (Studies in Penal Theory and Philosophy) because this book
offers to you readable information. Do you often have book but you would not get what it's exactly about.
Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here
cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the idea? Find this
book along with read it from now!
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