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An expanded, updated edition of the classic study of Cuban-American culture,
this engaging book, which mixes the author’s own story with his reflections as a
trained observer, explores how both famous and ordinary members of the “1.5
Generation” (Cubans who came to the United States as children or teens) have
lived “life on the hyphen”—neither fully Cuban nor fully American, but a fertile
hybrid of both. Offering an in-depth look at Cuban-Americans who have become
icons of popular and literary culture—including Desi Arnaz, Oscar Hijuelos,
musician Pérez Prado, and crossover pop star Gloria Estefan, as well as poets
José Kozer and Orlando González Esteva, performers Willy Chirino and Carlos
Oliva, painter Humberto Calzada, and others—Gustavo Pérez Firmat chronicles
what it means to be Cuban in America.

The first edition of Life on the Hyphen won the Eugene M. Kayden National
University Press Book Award and received honorable mentions for the Modern
Language Association’s Katherine Singer Kovacs Prize and the Latin American
Studies Association’s Bryce Wood Book Award.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Gustavo Pérez Firmat is the David Feinson Professor in the Humanities at Columbia University. Coeditor of
The Norton Anthology of Latino Literature, he is also the author of numerous books of literary and cultural
criticism, including The Havana Habit, Tongue Ties, and The Cuban Condition. Newsweek included him
among "100 Americans to watch for in the 21st century" and Hispanic Business Magazine selected him as
one of the "100 most influential Hispanics" in the United States.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jacqueline Ramos:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading habit
give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside
the book that improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of e-book you
read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want sense
happy read one together with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The Life on the Hyphen: The
Cuban-American Way, Revised Edition is kind of book which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Rebecca West:

The particular book Life on the Hyphen: The Cuban-American Way, Revised Edition has a lot of
information on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was
written by the very famous author. The author makes some research ahead of write this book. That book very
easy to read you can find the point easily after perusing this book.

Joan Morris:

You are able to spend your free time to study this book this e-book. This Life on the Hyphen: The Cuban-
American Way, Revised Edition is simple to bring you can read it in the park, in the beach, train along with
soon. If you did not have much space to bring the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you
quicker to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits
that you will get when you buy this book.

Andrew Gillon:

Many people spending their time by playing outside along with friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh, ya



think reading a book will surely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It all right you can have
the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Life on the Hyphen: The Cuban-
American Way, Revised Edition which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's
see.
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