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What have English terms such as 'civil society', 'democracy', 'development' or
'nationalism' come to mean in an Indian context and how have their meanings
and uses changed over time? Why are they the subjects of so much debate - in
their everyday uses as well as amongst scholars? How did a concept such as
'Hinduism' come to be framed, and what does it mean now? What is 'caste'? Does
it have quite the same meaning now as in the past? Why is the idea of 'faction' so
significant in modern India? Why has the idea of 'empowerment' come to be used
so extensively? These are the sorts of questions that are addressed in this book.

Keywords for Modern India is modelled after the classic exploration of English
culture and society through the study of keywords - words that are 'strong,
important and persuasive' - by Raymond Williams. The book, like Williams'
Keywords, is not a dictionary or an encyclopaedia. Williams said that his was 'an
inquiry into a vocabulary', and Keywords for Modern India presents just such an
inquiry into the vocabulary deployed in writing in and about India in the English
language - which has long been and is becoming ever more a critically important
language in India's culture and society. Exploring the changing uses and
contested meanings of common but significant words is a powerful and
illuminating way of understanding contemporary India, for scholars and for
students, and for general readers.
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What have English terms such as 'civil society', 'democracy', 'development' or 'nationalism' come to mean in
an Indian context and how have their meanings and uses changed over time? Why are they the subjects of so
much debate - in their everyday uses as well as amongst scholars? How did a concept such as 'Hinduism'
come to be framed, and what does it mean now? What is 'caste'? Does it have quite the same meaning now as
in the past? Why is the idea of 'faction' so significant in modern India? Why has the idea of 'empowerment'
come to be used so extensively? These are the sorts of questions that are addressed in this book.

Keywords for Modern India is modelled after the classic exploration of English culture and society through
the study of keywords - words that are 'strong, important and persuasive' - by Raymond Williams. The book,
like Williams' Keywords, is not a dictionary or an encyclopaedia. Williams said that his was 'an inquiry into a
vocabulary', and Keywords for Modern India presents just such an inquiry into the vocabulary deployed in
writing in and about India in the English language - which has long been and is becoming ever more a
critically important language in India's culture and society. Exploring the changing uses and contested
meanings of common but significant words is a powerful and illuminating way of understanding
contemporary India, for scholars and for students, and for general readers.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Youngblood:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the publication entitled Keywords for Modern India. Try to face the book
Keywords for Modern India as your buddy. It means that it can to get your friend when you experience alone
and beside that of course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The
book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let's make
new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Georgia Hernandez:

In other case, little people like to read book Keywords for Modern India. You can choose the best book if
you want reading a book. Given that we know about how is important a book Keywords for Modern India.
You can add expertise and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, because from
book you can recognize everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will be known.
About simple factor until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we can easily open a book as well
as searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel weary to go to the
library. Let's learn.

Raquel Black:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a guide we can know
everything you want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This guide Keywords for Modern India was filled with regards to science. Spend your
spare time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has several feel when they
reading some sort of book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a guide. In the
modern era like today, many ways to get book that you wanted.

Maria Green:

A lot of book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by internet on social media. You
can choose the most effective book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever simply by searching from
it. It is called of book Keywords for Modern India. Contain your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind
the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most important that,
you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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