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In Praise of the Whip: A Cultural History of Arousal is a new history of
voluntary flagellation in Europe, from its invention in medieval religious
devotion to its use in the modern pornographic imagination. Working with a wide
range of religious, literary, and medical texts and images, Niklaus Largier
explores the emotional and sensual, religious and erotic excitement of the whip, a
crucial instrument of stimulation in devotional and sexual practices. From early
modern pornography to the Marquis de Sade and the fantasies of Swinburne and
Joyce, the erotic and devotional imagination drew on the whip.Largier explores
how the Reformation and Counter-Reformation problematized the medieval
culture of arousal. The stimulating qualities of medieval visual displays,
especially flagellant practices, processions, and spectacles, were subjected to a
criticism that sought to control the imagination. In modern bourgeois life the
practice, effects, and imagery of flagellation became a central site of
investigation into concerns and anxieties about exercising emotional self-control
and censoring fantasy. Modern references to flagellant practice in the works of
Swinburne, Proust, and Joyce testified not only to a "decadent" fascination with
"medieval" cultures or "perverse sexuality," but also to a fascination that
nineteenth-century censorship, informed by psychopathological discourses, had
obliterated. Such evocations of flagellation, Largier explains, were attempts to
recover a culture of stimulation and imagination--both erotic and devotional--that
transcended the modern boundaries of sexuality.

 Download In Praise of the Whip: A Cultural History of Arous ...pdf

 Read Online In Praise of the Whip: A Cultural History of Aro ...pdf

http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=189095165X
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=189095165X
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=189095165X
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=189095165X
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=189095165X
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=189095165X
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=189095165X
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=189095165X
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=189095165X
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=189095165X
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=189095165X


In Praise of the Whip: A Cultural History of Arousal

By Niklaus Largier

In Praise of the Whip: A Cultural History of Arousal By Niklaus Largier

In Praise of the Whip: A Cultural History of Arousal is a new history of voluntary flagellation in Europe,
from its invention in medieval religious devotion to its use in the modern pornographic imagination.
Working with a wide range of religious, literary, and medical texts and images, Niklaus Largier explores the
emotional and sensual, religious and erotic excitement of the whip, a crucial instrument of stimulation in
devotional and sexual practices. From early modern pornography to the Marquis de Sade and the fantasies of
Swinburne and Joyce, the erotic and devotional imagination drew on the whip.Largier explores how the
Reformation and Counter-Reformation problematized the medieval culture of arousal. The stimulating
qualities of medieval visual displays, especially flagellant practices, processions, and spectacles, were
subjected to a criticism that sought to control the imagination. In modern bourgeois life the practice, effects,
and imagery of flagellation became a central site of investigation into concerns and anxieties about
exercising emotional self-control and censoring fantasy. Modern references to flagellant practice in the
works of Swinburne, Proust, and Joyce testified not only to a "decadent" fascination with "medieval"
cultures or "perverse sexuality," but also to a fascination that nineteenth-century censorship, informed by
psychopathological discourses, had obliterated. Such evocations of flagellation, Largier explains, were
attempts to recover a culture of stimulation and imagination--both erotic and devotional--that transcended the
modern boundaries of sexuality.
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Editorial Review

Review

"... In Praise of the Whip remains an intelligent and thoughtful work that shows great understanding of the
role of flagellation in religious and sexual contexts. This is a work that escapes from narrow and often
prurient readings of flagellatoruy processes that have often dominated academic writing on the subject."
Times Higher Education Supplement

"The history of arousal that Largier offers is thus very near the heart of the history of being human, that is,
the history of being creatures who are both profoundly embodied and inextricably caught up in imagining
ourselves capable of transcending mere matter through giving meaning to what we do." Slate

About the Author

Niklaus Largier is Professor of German Literature and Director of the Religious Studies program at the
University of California, Berkeley. He is the author of Zeit, Zeitlichkeit, Ewigkeit and Diogenes der Kyniker.
He is also the editor of the selected writings of Meister Eckhart.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Nancy Sena:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information currently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is inside former life are difficult to be find than now's taking
seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you get
the unstable resource then you buy it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen within you if you take In Praise of the Whip: A Cultural History of
Arousal as your daily resource information.

Michael Carr:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their own reader with their story
or maybe their experience. Not only the story that share in the guides. But also they write about advantage
about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children,
there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their



skill in writing, they also doing some research before they write to the book. One of them is this In Praise of
the Whip: A Cultural History of Arousal.

Amy Arwood:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition details. Even you love In Praise of the Whip: A Cultural History of
Arousal, you can enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang type
is it? Oh occur its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its referred to as reading
friends.

David Saenz:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This book In Praise of the Whip: A Cultural History of Arousal was
bright colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book In Praise of the Whip: A
Cultural History of Arousal has many kinds or category. Start from kids until young adults. For example
Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of
book are usually make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best
book to suit your needs and try to like reading which.
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