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WHODUNIT? YOUDUNIT!
So you want to write a mystery. There's more to it than just a detective, a dead
body, and Colonel Mustard in the drawing room with the candlestick.
Fortunately, Larry Beinhart--Edgar Award-winning author of You Get What You
Pay For, Foreign Exchange, and American Hero--has taken a break from writing
smart, suspenseful thrillers to act as your guide through all the twists and turns of
creating the twists and turns of a good mystery.
Drawing on advice and examples from a host of the best names in mystery
writing--from Raymond Chandler and Mickey Spillane to Scott Turow and
Thomas Harris--plus some of his own prime plots, Larry Beinhart introduces you
to your most indispensable partners in crime:
*Character, plot, and procedure
* The secrets to creating heroes, heroines, and villains ("All writers draw upon
themselves and their experience. While the whole of yourself might not be
capable of being either a serial killer or an FBI agent, there are parts in each of us
that are capable of almost anything.")
* The fine art of scripting the sex scene
*The low-down on violence ("A crime novel without violence is like smoking
pot without inhaling, sex without orgasm, or a hug without a squeeze." )
*And much more!
From the opening hook to the final denouement, Larry Beinhart takes the
mystery out of being a mystery writer.
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Drawing on advice and examples from a host of the best names in mystery writing--from Raymond Chandler
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From the opening hook to the final denouement, Larry Beinhart takes the mystery out of being a mystery
writer.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
In this entertaining and instructive guide to writing mysteries, Edgar Award-winning mystery writer Beinhart
(No One Rides for Free, Avon, 1987) covers such subjects as narrative drive, plotting, openings, character
development, and a host of other writerly techniques. He includes many examples from his favorite mystery
writers, among them Le Carre, Higgins, Fleming, and Beinhart's wife, Gillian Farrell. The style is chatty and
breezy and the content informative. This is not really a step-by-step manual but a book that writers and
would-be writers might turn to for advice and a thoughtful discussion of a particular problem area.
Recommended for public libraries and academic libraries supporting writing programs.?Denise Johnson,
Bradley Univ. Lib., Peoria, Ill.
Copyright 1996 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From the Inside Flap
WHODUNIT? YOUDUNIT!
So you want to write a mystery. There's more to it than just a detective, a dead body, and Colonel Mustard in
the drawing room with the candlestick. Fortunately, Larry Beinhart--Edgar Award-winning author of You
Get What You Pay For, Foreign Exchange, and American Hero--has taken a break from writing smart,
suspenseful thrillers to act as your guide through all the twists and turns of creating the twists and turns of a
good mystery.
Drawing on advice and examples from a host of the best names in mystery writing--from Raymond Chandler
and Mickey Spillane to Scott Turow and Thomas Harris--plus some of his own prime plots, Larry Beinhart
introduces you to your most indispensable partners in crime:
*Character, plot, and procedure
* The secrets to creating heroes, heroines, and villains ("All writers draw upon themselves and their
experience. While the whole of yourself might not be capable of being either a serial killer or an FBI agent,
there are parts in each of us that are capable of almost anything.")
* The fine art of scripting the sex scene
*The low-down on violence ("A crime novel without violence is like smoking pot without inhaling, sex
without orgasm, or a hug without a squeeze." )
*And much more!
From the opening hook to the final denouement, Larry Beinhart takes the mystery out of being a mystery
writer.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Frank Dawson:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the guide entitled How to Write a Mystery. Try to the actual book How to Write a Mystery as
your friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you really feel alone and beside that of course make
you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you a lot more
confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let me make new experience in addition to
knowledge with this book.



Morgan Lytle:

Typically the book How to Write a Mystery will bring someone to the new experience of reading a new
book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to read, this book
very appropriate to you. The book How to Write a Mystery is much recommended to you to learn. You can
also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Alisa Gordon:

How to Write a Mystery can be one of your nice books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that
straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in words, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to put
every word into delight arrangement in writing How to Write a Mystery yet doesn't forget the main place,
giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be certainly one
of it. This great information could drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial considering.

Vickie Duke:

This How to Write a Mystery is great publication for you because the content that is certainly full of
information for you who always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. That book
reveal it details accurately using great arrange word or we can claim no rambling sentences included. So if
you are read this hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward
sentences but tricky core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having How to Write a Mystery in
your hand like having the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no e-book
that offer you world within ten or fifteen second right but this reserve already do that. So , this is certainly
good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt this?
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