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In Hollywood Left and Right, Steven J. Ross tells a story that has escaped public
attention: the emergence of Hollywood as a vital center of political life and the
important role that movie stars have played in shaping the course of American
politics.

Ever since the film industry relocated to Hollywood early in the twentieth
century, it has had an outsized influence on American politics. Through
compelling larger-than-life figures in American cinema--Charlie Chaplin, Louis
B. Mayer, Edward G. Robinson, George Murphy, Ronald Reagan, Harry
Belafonte, Jane Fonda, Charlton Heston, Warren Beatty, and Arnold
Schwarzenegger--Hollywood Left and Right reveals how the film industry's
engagement in politics has been longer, deeper, and more varied than most
people would imagine. As shown in alternating chapters, the Left and the Right
each gained ascendancy in Tinseltown at different times. From Chaplin, whose
movies almost always displayed his leftist convictions, to Schwarzenegger's
nearly seamless transition from action blockbusters to the California governor's
mansion, Steven J. Ross traces the intersection of Hollywood and political
activism from the early twentieth century to the present.

Hollywood Left and Right challenges the commonly held belief that Hollywood
has always been a bastion of liberalism. The real story, as Ross shows in this
passionate and entertaining work, is far more complicated. First, Hollywood has
a longer history of conservatism than liberalism. Second, and most surprising,
while the Hollywood Left was usually more vocal and visible, the Right had a
greater impact on American political life, capturing a senate seat (Murphy), a
governorship (Schwarzenegger), and the ultimate achievement, the Presidency
(Reagan).
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In Hollywood Left and Right, Steven J. Ross tells a story that has escaped public attention: the emergence of
Hollywood as a vital center of political life and the important role that movie stars have played in shaping the
course of American politics.

Ever since the film industry relocated to Hollywood early in the twentieth century, it has had an outsized
influence on American politics. Through compelling larger-than-life figures in American cinema--Charlie
Chaplin, Louis B. Mayer, Edward G. Robinson, George Murphy, Ronald Reagan, Harry Belafonte, Jane
Fonda, Charlton Heston, Warren Beatty, and Arnold Schwarzenegger--Hollywood Left and Right reveals
how the film industry's engagement in politics has been longer, deeper, and more varied than most people
would imagine. As shown in alternating chapters, the Left and the Right each gained ascendancy in
Tinseltown at different times. From Chaplin, whose movies almost always displayed his leftist convictions,
to Schwarzenegger's nearly seamless transition from action blockbusters to the California governor's
mansion, Steven J. Ross traces the intersection of Hollywood and political activism from the early twentieth
century to the present.

Hollywood Left and Right challenges the commonly held belief that Hollywood has always been a bastion of
liberalism. The real story, as Ross shows in this passionate and entertaining work, is far more complicated.
First, Hollywood has a longer history of conservatism than liberalism. Second, and most surprising, while the
Hollywood Left was usually more vocal and visible, the Right had a greater impact on American political
life, capturing a senate seat (Murphy), a governorship (Schwarzenegger), and the ultimate achievement, the
Presidency (Reagan).
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Federico Hayward:

The experience that you get from Hollywood Left and Right: How Movie Stars Shaped American Politics
may be the more deep you looking the information that hide inside words the more you get interested in
reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Hollywood Left and Right: How Movie
Stars Shaped American Politics giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in a
number of way that can be understood by anyone who read it because the author of this publication is well-
known enough. This kind of book also makes your vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand
then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having that Hollywood
Left and Right: How Movie Stars Shaped American Politics instantly.

Kelsey Jimenez:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the headline Hollywood Left
and Right: How Movie Stars Shaped American Politics suitable to you? Typically the book was written by
well-known writer in this era. The particular book untitled Hollywood Left and Right: How Movie Stars
Shaped American Politicsis the main of several books that everyone read now. That book was inspired many
men and women in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new dimensions that you ever
know prior to. The author explained their plan in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to
comprehend the core of this e-book. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. To
help you see the represented of the world in this book.

Chuck Bryson:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the free time or they will get
wide range of stress from both day to day life and work. So , if we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we ask again, what kind of
activity do you possess when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will probably unlimited
right. Then ever try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time,
the actual book you have read is usually Hollywood Left and Right: How Movie Stars Shaped American
Politics.

Jackie Thompson:

That publication can make you to feel relax. That book Hollywood Left and Right: How Movie Stars Shaped



American Politics was colorful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Hollywood Left
and Right: How Movie Stars Shaped American Politics has many kinds or type. Start from kids until teens.
For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on
there. Therefore , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and
unwind. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading that.
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