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Evocative, funny and full of life, thisis a beautifully observed childhood memoir
of growing up in colonial Hong Kong in the 1950s.

As an inquisitive seven-year-old, Martin Booth found himself with the whole of
Hong Kong at his feet when his father was posted there in the early 1950s.
Unrestricted by parental control, he had free access to hidden corners of the
colony normally closed to a Gweilo, a“pale fellow” like him. Befriending
rickshaw coolies and local stallholders, he learned Cantonese, sampled delicacies
such as boiled water beetles and one-hundred-year-old eggs, and participated in
colourful festivals. He even entered the forbidden Kowloon Walled City,
wandered into the secret lair of the Triads and visited an opium den. Along the
way he encountered a colourful array of people, from the plink plonk man with
his dancing monkey to Nagasaki Jim, a drunken child molester, and the Queen of
Kowloon, the crazed tramp who may have been a member of the Romanov
family.

Shadowed by the unhappiness of his warring parents, a broad-minded mother
who, like her son, was keen to embrace all things Chinese, and a bigoted father
who was enraged by hisfamily’sinterest in “going native,” Martin Booth's
compelling memoir is ajourney into Chinese culture and an extinct colonial way
of life that glows with infectious curiosity and humour.
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Evocative, funny and full of life, thisis a beautifully observed childhood memoir of growing up in colonial
Hong Kong in the 1950s.

As an inquisitive seven-year-old, Martin Booth found himself with the whole of Hong Kong at his feet when
his father was posted there in the early 1950s. Unrestricted by parental control, he had free access to hidden
corners of the colony normally closed to a Gweilo, a“pale fellow” like him. Befriending rickshaw coolies
and local stallholders, he learned Cantonese, sampled delicacies such as boiled water beetles and one-
hundred-year-old eggs, and participated in colourful festivals. He even entered the forbidden Kowloon
Walled City, wandered into the secret lair of the Triads and visited an opium den. Along the way he
encountered a colourful array of people, from the plink plonk man with his dancing monkey to Nagasaki Jim,
adrunken child molester, and the Queen of Kowloon, the crazed tramp who may have been a member of the
Romanov family.

Shadowed by the unhappiness of his warring parents, a broad-minded mother who, like her son, was keen to
embrace all things Chinese, and a bigoted father who was enraged by his family’ sinterest in “going native,”
Martin Booth’s compelling memoir is ajourney into Chinese culture and an extinct colonia way of life that
glows with infectious curiosity and humour.
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Editorial Review

Review

“[Gweilo] stands as one of the most original and engaging memoirs of recent years, all the more telling
becauseit is so personal, witty and true. Booth has delivered a pre-coming-of-age book that ranks with the
best of the breed.”

—The Times

About the Author

Martin Booth was an internationally admired writer and biographer and also an acclaimed novelist: The
Industry of Soulswas shortlisted for the 1998 Booker Prize. He died in February 2004, shortly after
completing Gweilo.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Kimberly Williams:

Precisely why? Because this Gweilo: Memories of a Hong Kong Childhood is an unordinary book that the
inside of the guide waiting for you to snap this but latter it will jolt you with the secret the item inside.
Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who write the book in such awesome way makes the content
on theinside easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is
good for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This unique book will give
you alot of rewards than the other book have got such as help improving your talent and your critical
thinking means. So , still want to hold up having that book? If | had been you | will go to the guide store
hurriedly.

Matthew Blackburn:

Aswe know that book is very important thing to add our information for everything. By areserve we can
know everything we wish. A book isagroup of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year has been exactly added. This reserve Gweilo: Memories of a Hong Kong Childhood was filled
concerning science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines
competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big
benefit of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern eralike today, many ways to get
book that you wanted.

Robert Clark:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs from the others. Y ou can get it by world wide web on social
media. Y ou can choose the very best book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by searching from it.
It isreferred to as of book Gweilo: Memories of a Hong Kong Childhood. Y ou can contribute your
knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make anyone



happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one destination
for aother place.

Thomas M organ:

E-book is one of source of understanding. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen will need book to know the revise information of year to year. As we know those books
have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can aso bring us to around the world. With
the book Gweilo: Memories of a Hong Kong Childhood we can have more advantage. Don't you to be
creative people? To become creative person must prefer to read a book. Just choose the best book that ideal
with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life at this time book Gweilo: Memories of a Hong Kong
Childhood. Y ou can more inviting than now.
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