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This book examines gender, state and social power in Indonesia, focusing in
particular on state regulation of divorce from 1965 to 2005 and its impact on
women. Indonesia experienced high divorce rates in the 1950s and 1960s,
followed by a remarkable decline. Already falling divorce rates were reinforced
by the 1974 Marriage Law, which for the first time regulated marriage for both
Muslim and non-Muslim Indonesians and restricted access to divorce. This law
defined the roles of men and women in Indonesian society, vesting household
leadership with husbands and the management of the household with wives.
Drawing on a wide selection of primary sources, including court records, legal
codes, newspaper reports, fiction, interviews and case studies, this book provides
a detailed historical account of this period of important social change, exploring
fully the impact and operation of state regulation of divorce, including the New
Order government’s aims in enacting this legal framework, its effects in practice
and how it was utilised by citizens (both men and women) to advance their own
agendas. It argues that the Marriage Law was a tool of social control enacted by
the New Order government in response to the social upheaval and protests
experienced in the mid 1970s. However, it also shows that state power was not
hegemonic: it was both contested and co-opted by citizens, with men and women
enjoying different degrees of autonomy from the state. This book explores all of
these issues, providing important insights on the nature of the New Order regime,
social power and gender relations, both during the years of its rule and since its
collapse.
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This book examines gender, state and social power in Indonesia, focusing in particular on state regulation of
divorce from 1965 to 2005 and its impact on women. Indonesia experienced high divorce rates in the 1950s
and 1960s, followed by a remarkable decline. Already falling divorce rates were reinforced by the 1974
Marriage Law, which for the first time regulated marriage for both Muslim and non-Muslim Indonesians and
restricted access to divorce. This law defined the roles of men and women in Indonesian society, vesting
household leadership with husbands and the management of the household with wives. Drawing on a wide
selection of primary sources, including court records, legal codes, newspaper reports, fiction, interviews and
case studies, this book provides a detailed historical account of this period of important social change,
exploring fully the impact and operation of state regulation of divorce, including the New Order
government’s aims in enacting this legal framework, its effects in practice and how it was utilised by citizens
(both men and women) to advance their own agendas. It argues that the Marriage Law was a tool of social
control enacted by the New Order government in response to the social upheaval and protests experienced in
the mid 1970s. However, it also shows that state power was not hegemonic: it was both contested and co-
opted by citizens, with men and women enjoying different degrees of autonomy from the state. This book
explores all of these issues, providing important insights on the nature of the New Order regime, social
power and gender relations, both during the years of its rule and since its collapse.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Eminently readable, clear and excellent… I especially appreciate the avoidance of simple accounts of
religious conservatism generating intolerance for pluralism." – Carla Jones, South East Asian Research,
2013.

About the Author

Kate O’Shaughnessy is Honorary Research Fellow in the Department of History, University of Western
Australia. She works for the Australian Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade in Canberra.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Frank Wimmer:

The book Gender, State and Social Power in Contemporary Indonesia: Divorce and Marriage Law (Asian
Studies Association of Australia Women in Asia Series) gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare
time. You can utilize to make your capable much more increase. Book can to become your best friend when
you getting anxiety or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make looking at a book
Gender, State and Social Power in Contemporary Indonesia: Divorce and Marriage Law (Asian Studies
Association of Australia Women in Asia Series) being your habit, you can get much more advantages, like
add your own capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You could know
everything if you like start and read a publication Gender, State and Social Power in Contemporary
Indonesia: Divorce and Marriage Law (Asian Studies Association of Australia Women in Asia Series). Kinds
of book are a lot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about
this guide?

Colleen Williams:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information today can get by anyone in everywhere. The
information can be a knowledge or any news even an issue. What people must be consider while those
information which is inside former life are challenging to be find than now is taking seriously which one is
acceptable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource then
you obtain it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not
happen within you if you take Gender, State and Social Power in Contemporary Indonesia: Divorce and
Marriage Law (Asian Studies Association of Australia Women in Asia Series) as your daily resource
information.



Barbara Simon:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the title Gender, State and
Social Power in Contemporary Indonesia: Divorce and Marriage Law (Asian Studies Association of
Australia Women in Asia Series) suitable to you? Typically the book was written by popular writer in this
era. Often the book untitled Gender, State and Social Power in Contemporary Indonesia: Divorce and
Marriage Law (Asian Studies Association of Australia Women in Asia Series)is the main one of several
books this everyone read now. This specific book was inspired many men and women in the world. When
you read this guide you will enter the new dimension that you ever know before. The author explained their
plan in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this book. This book
will give you a wide range of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the
world in this particular book.

Richard Eby:

Gender, State and Social Power in Contemporary Indonesia: Divorce and Marriage Law (Asian Studies
Association of Australia Women in Asia Series) can be one of your basic books that are good idea. Many of
us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in
vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The article writer giving
his/her effort to set every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Gender, State and Social Power in
Contemporary Indonesia: Divorce and Marriage Law (Asian Studies Association of Australia Women in
Asia Series) nevertheless doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm
resource info that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you
into brand new stage of crucial contemplating.
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