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Who can afford not to understand the USA? Many facets of American life have
been embraced around the world, yet the sense of “just like in the movies”
familiarity that first-time visitors often feel can be mideading. Underneath the
gleaming smile of American popular culture lies arich and complex society that
brims with contrasts and contradictions. It is a culture of rugged individualism, of
go-getters, of high-tech high achievers. At the sametimeit is adeeply religious
country with a quiet devotion to church and charitable works. This updated new
edition of Culture Smart! USA aso reveals asociety in transition. The USA
responded to the 9/11 attacks by embarking on two overseas wars, while at home
the subprime mortgage crisis rippled through the economy, bringing the first
African-American president to power during the biggest recession since the
1920s. In an increasingly polarized political and cultural climate, and with an
ever widening gap between the haves and the have-nots, the rise of the social
media has given more Americans a voice, from the Tea Party on the right to the
Occupy Wall Street movement on the left. As Americans wake up to a changing
world where their global economic dominance is no longer assured, attitudes and
behavior are being challenged and reassessed across the land. Culture Smart!
USA takes you on atour of the core influences and ideal s that have shaped this
great country and have driven the behavior and attitudes found on Main Street
and in the workplace. It looks at Americans at work, at home, and at play, and
provides the visitor with an up-to-date cultural “road map” of this dynamic,
multifaceted society.
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Who can afford not to understand the USA? Many facets of American life have been embraced around the
world, yet the sense of “just like in the movies’ familiarity that first-time visitors often feel can be
misleading. Underneath the gleaming smile of American popular culture lies arich and complex society that
brims with contrasts and contradictions. It is a culture of rugged individualism, of go-getters, of high-tech
high achievers. At the sametimeit is a deeply religious country with a quiet devotion to church and
charitable works. This updated new edition of Culture Smart! USA also reveals a society in transition. The
USA responded to the 9/11 attacks by embarking on two overseas wars, while at home the subprime
mortgage crisis rippled through the economy, bringing the first African-American president to power during
the biggest recession since the 1920s. In an increasingly polarized political and cultural climate, and with an
ever widening gap between the haves and the have-nots, the rise of the social media has given more
Americans avoice, from the Tea Party on the right to the Occupy Wall Street movement on the left. As
Americans wake up to a changing world where their global economic dominance is no longer assured,
attitudes and behavior are being challenged and reassessed across the land. Culture Smart! USA takes you on
atour of the core influences and ideals that have shaped this great country and have driven the behavior and
attitudes found on Main Street and in the workplace. It looks at Americans at work, at home, and at play, and
provides the visitor with an up-to-date cultural “road map” of this dynamic, multifaceted society.
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Editorial Review

Review

Culture Smart! has come to the rescue of haplesstravellers, Sunday Times Travel - ...the perfect introduction
to the weird, wonderful and downright odd quirks and customs of various countries, Global Travel - ...full of
fascinating, as well as common sense,

About the Author

Gina Teagueisatrainer and writer on cross-cultural management, international relocation, and global career
development. Born in the United Kingdom, she has lived and worked in France, Spain, Brazil, the USA, and
Australia. During her sixteen years in America she developed a successful intercultural consultancy serving
the corporate, academic, and non-profit sectors. She also gained an M.A.. in Organizational Psychology and
an Ed.M. in Counseling Psychology from Columbia University, and produced two “native New Y orker”
children. Gina has written extensively on expatriate adjustment and career management issues for industry
journals and Web sites. A cofounder of Isis Group International, an intercultural training company, she has
recently relocated to Sydney, Australia. Alan Beechey was born in London and graduated from the
University of Oxford with an M.A. in Psychology. Hisinitial posting to New Y ork nearly thirty years
ago—as director of international communications for America's largest bank—was intended to last two
years. Since then he has specialized in business and marketing communications, both inside and outside
Corporate America, working first for aleading human resources consulting firm, and then, for the last twenty
years, as an independent consultant with blue-chip clients. He has also gained dual citizenship, three
American children, and first-hand experience of life in central Manhattan and New Y ork’ s leafy suburbs.
Alan runs workshops and is the author of the popular Oliver Swithin mystery series.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Bernard McLaren:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each book has different aim or goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people truly fed enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are reading
whatever they take because their hobby is actually reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book once they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this USA - Culture Smart!: The Essential Guide to Customs & Culture.

Charles Whittaker:

Throughout other case, little people like to read book USA - Culture Smart!: The Essential Guide to Customs
& Culture. Y ou can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Providing we know about how is
important a book USA - Culture Smart!: The Essential Guide to Customs & Culture. Y ou can add know-how
and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can
know everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple factor until



wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can open a book as well as searching by internet
product. It is called e-book. Y ou should use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's learn.

Michael Vogel:

What do you concerning book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what you problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man or woman? If you
don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you
have free time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They have to answer that question
because just their can do this. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it issuitable.
Because start from on jardin de infancia until university need this USA - Culture Smart!: The Essential
Guide to Customs & Culture to read.

Shelly Sampson:

This USA - Culture Smart!: The Essential Guide to Customs & Culture are generaly reliable for you who
want to be considered a successful person, why. The main reason of this USA - Culture Smart!: The
Essential Guide to Customs & Culture can be among the great books you must have is definitely giving you
more than just simple reading through food but feed a person with information that maybe will shock your
earlier knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it amost everywhere and whenever your
conditions in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this USA - Culture Smart!: The Essential Guideto
Customs & Culture giving you an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical
thinking that we realize it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it appreciate reading.
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