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Theterrorist of John Updike' stitle is eighteen-year-old Ahmad Ashmawy
Mulloy, the son of an Irish American mother and an Egyptian father who
disappeared when he was three. Devoted to Allah and to the Qur’an as
expounded by the imam of his neighborhood mosgue, Ahmad fedls his faith
threatened by the materialistic, hedonistic society he sees around him in the
slumping New Jersey factory town of New Prospect. Neither Jack Levy, hislife-
weary guidance counselor at Central High, nor Joryleen Grant, his seductive
black classmate, succeeds in diverting Ahmad from what the Qur’ an calls the
Straight Path. Now driving atruck for alocal Lebanese furniture store—a job
arranged through his imam—Ahmad thinks he has discovered God' s purpose for
him. But to quote the Qur’ an: Of those who plot, God is the best.
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The terrorist of John Updike' stitle is eighteen-year-old Ahmad Ashmawy Mulloy, the son of an Irish
American mother and an Egyptian father who disappeared when he was three. Devoted to Allah and to the
Qur’ an as expounded by the imam of his neighborhood mosque, Ahmad feels his faith threatened by the
materialistic, hedonistic society he sees around him in the sslumping New Jersey factory town of New
Prospect. Neither Jack Levy, hislife-weary guidance counselor at Central High, nor Joryleen Grant, his
seductive black classmate, succeeds in diverting Ahmad from what the Qur’ an calls the Straight Path. Now
driving atruck for alocal Lebanese furniture store—a job arranged through his imam—Ahmad thinks he has
discovered God' s purpose for him. But to quote the Qur’ an: Of those who plot, God is the best.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Sarred Review. Ripped from the headlines doesn't begin to describe Updike's latest, a by-the-numbers
novelization of the last five years news reports on the dangers of home-grown terror that packs a gut punch.
Ahmad Mulloy Ashmawy is 18 and attends Central High School in the New Y ork metro area working class
city of New Prospect, N.J. He is the son of an Egyptian exchange student who married aworking-class Irish-
American girl and then disappeared when Ahmad was three. Ahmad, disgusted by his maother'sinability to
get it together, isin the thrall of Shaikh Rashid, who runs a storefront mosgue and preaches divine retribution
for "devils," including the "Zionist dominated federal government.” The list of devilsislong: it includes
Joryleen Grant, the wayward African-American girl with a heart of gold; Tylenol Jones, a black tough guy
with whom Ahmad obliquely competes for Joryleen's attentions (which Ahmad eventually pays for); Jack
Levy, a Centra High guidance counselor who at 63 has seen enough failure, including his own, to last him a
lifetime (and whose Jewishness plays a part in amanner unthinkable before 9/11); Jack's wife, Beth, as
ineffectual and overweight (Updike is merciless on this) as sheis oblivious; and Teresa Mulloy, anurse's
aide and Sunday painter as desperate for Jack's attention, when he takes on Ahmad's case, as Jack isfor hers.
Updike has distilled al their flaws to a caustic, crystalline essence; he dwells on their poor bodies and the
debased world in which they move unrelentingly, and with a dispassionate cruelty that verges on shocking.
Ahmad's revulsion for American culture doesn't seem to displease Updike oneiota. But Updike has also
thoroughly digested all of the discursive pap surrounding the post-9/11 threat of terrorism, and that is the real
story here. Mullahs, botched CIA gambits, race and class shame (that leads to poor self-worth that |eads to
vulnerability that leads to extremism), half-baked plots that just might work-all are here, and dispatched with
an elegance that highlights their banality and how very real they may be. So smooth is Updike in putting his
grotesques through their paces-effortlessly putting them in each others' orbits-that his contempt for them
enhances rather than spoils the novel.

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Bookmarks Magazine
Not only does John Updike write tales of suburban angst; he also has along history of ruminating on faith.

Critics compare his latest novel to In the Beauty of the Lilies and The Coup except that Terrorist has an
intensely contemporary flare. It's aimost scandal ous to see one of Americas literary lions toying with such an
inflammatory topic—and in the guise of athriller, no less. The litmus test of his success with Terroristis
whether he answers the central question: What drives someone to become aterrorist? Terrorist is
exceedingly well researched, and Updike writes beautifully. Still, many reviewers criticize Updike for
creating Ahmad as a puppet rather than a character. That a puppet is exactly what his Imam wishes him to be
begs the question whether Ahmad is a successful creation or just athin caricature.

Copyright © 2004 Phillips & Nelson Media, Inc.

From Booklist

*Starred Review* Updike is never static; over the course of hislong career, he has not only mastered various
literary forms but also tackled awide variety of subjects as material for hisfiction. His new novel, swift,
sinewy, and stylish, represents another big leap. In the hands of alesser writer, such arisky topic and
premise easily could have come across as presumptuous. Ahmad, an 18-year-old high school student, isthe
son of an Irish American mother and an Egyptian father. He has taken up the Islamic faith of hisfather so
completely that he is obsessed with distancing himself from the unclean infidel, which is how he views the
New Jersey community in which he lives. The high-school guidance counselor, who attempts to steer young
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Ahmad in a direction he feelsis more suitable and productive, is a compelling and oddly attractive
supporting character, who, asit turns out, plays avital role in adeadly plot into which Ahmad tumbles like
the naive, easily manipulated adolescent he is. This marvelous novel can be accurately labeled asa 9/11
novel, but it deserves also the label of masterpiece for its carefully nuanced building up of the psychology of
those who traffic in terrorism. Timely and topical, poised and passionate, it is ahigh mark in Updike's career.
Brad Hooper

Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Arnold Grigg:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your long lasting
problem; you can add your knowledge by the reserve entitled Terrorist: A Novel. Try to make the book
Terrorist: A Novel as your good friend. It meansthat it can for being your friend when you sense alone and
beside regarding course make you smarter than before. Y eah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes
you far more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let's make new
experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Edward Capps:

This Terrorist: A Novel book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have after that it the world isin your
hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is usually information inside this guide incredible fresh,
you will get info which is getting deeper you read alot of information you will get. That Terrorist: A Novel
without we realize teach the one who reading through it become critical in contemplating and analyzing.
Don't possibly be worry Terrorist: A Novel can bring any time you are and not make your bag space or
bookshelves turn out to be full because you can haveit in your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Terrorist:
A Novel having good arrangement in word and layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Karen Schanz;

Typically the book Terrorist: A Novel will bring you to the new experience of reading any book. The author
style to explain theideais very unique. When you try to find new book to see, this book very suited to you.
The book Terrorist: A Novel is much recommended to you to see. Y ou can aso get the e-book from the
official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Margar et Padua:

Y our reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Terrorist: A Novel reserve written by
well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who also read
the book. Written throughout good manner for you, leaking every ideas and publishing skill only for
eliminate your current hunger then you still hesitation Terrorist: A Novel as good book not simply by the



cover but also by the content. Thisis one guide that can break don't determine book by itsinclude, so do you
still needing a different sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already
alerted you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.
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