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There are saints in Orthodox Christian culture who overturn the conventional
concept of sainthood. Their conduct may be unruly and salacious, they may
blaspheme and even kill--yet, mysteriously, those around them treat them with
even more reverence. Such saints are called "holy fools." In this pioneering study
Sergey A. Ivanov examines the phenomenon of holy foolery from a cultural
standpoint. He identifies its prerequisites and its development in religious
thought, and traces the emergence of the first hagiographic texts describing these
paradoxical saints. He describes the beginnings of holy foolery in Egyptian
monasteries of the fifth century, followed by its high point in the cities of
Byzantium, with an eventual decline in the twelfth to fourteenth centuries. He
also compares the important Russian tradition of holy fools, which in some form
has survived to this day.
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There are saints in Orthodox Christian culture who overturn the conventional concept of sainthood. Their
conduct may be unruly and salacious, they may blaspheme and even kill--yet, mysteriously, those around
them treat them with even more reverence. Such saints are called "holy fools." In this pioneering study
Sergey A. Ivanov examines the phenomenon of holy foolery from a cultural standpoint. He identifies its
prerequisites and its development in religious thought, and traces the emergence of the first hagiographic
texts describing these paradoxical saints. He describes the beginnings of holy foolery in Egyptian
monasteries of the fifth century, followed by its high point in the cities of Byzantium, with an eventual
decline in the twelfth to fourteenth centuries. He also compares the important Russian tradition of holy fools,
which in some form has survived to this day.
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Editorial Review

Review

"A book of impressive scocpe and erudition."--Claudia Rapp, American Historical Review

"The author's erudition is as amazing as the fascinating 'story' he tells, and we should appreciate the great
efforts of the translator."--Ludwig Steindorff, The Russian Review

"Ivanov gives an impressionistic overview of similar forms of religious foolery in Islamic culture and in
medieval Western Christianity. Ivanov's study presents a very broad and in-depth examination of the unique
tradition of holy foolery in Byzantium and Russia, which mkaes it a must-read for anyone interested in this
phenomenon and in the broader historical scope of Byzantine and Russian Orthodox religion and culture."
--Slavic and East European Journal

About the Author
Sergey A. Ivanov is Senior Research Associate, Institute of Slavic and Balkan Studies, Russian Academy of
Sciences.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Robert Landers:

Do you among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This Holy Fools in Byzantium and Beyond (Oxford Studies in Byzantium) book is
readable by you who hate those straight word style. You will find the information here are arrange for
enjoyable reading experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The
writer of Holy Fools in Byzantium and Beyond (Oxford Studies in Byzantium) content conveys prospect
easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it
just different available as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Holy Fools in Byzantium and Beyond (Oxford
Studies in Byzantium) is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

John Lyons:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information presently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is inside former life are challenging be find than now could be



taking seriously which one works to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you find the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Holy Fools in Byzantium and Beyond (Oxford Studies
in Byzantium) as the daily resource information.

Derek Wire:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Holy Fools in Byzantium and Beyond
(Oxford Studies in Byzantium) e-book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make
book which can be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written within good manner for you, still
dripping wet every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still
question Holy Fools in Byzantium and Beyond (Oxford Studies in Byzantium) as good book not merely by
the cover but also with the content. This is one book that can break don't ascertain book by its protect, so do
you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already told you
so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Jessie Loudermilk:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or to
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's soul or real their
pastime. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know that
on this period, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Holy Fools in Byzantium and Beyond (Oxford Studies in Byzantium) can
make you really feel more interested to read.
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