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The medieval justice of trial by combat evolved into the private duel by sword
and pistol, with thousands of honorable men-and not-so-honorable women-giving
lives and limbs to wipe out an insult or prove a point. The duel was essential to
private, public, and political life, and those who followed the elaborate codes of
procedure were seldom prosecuted and rarely convicted-for, in fact, they were
obeying a grand old tradition.

Based on her fascinating 1997 Smithsonian article, Barbara Holland's
Gentlemen's Blood is the first trade book to trace the remarkable, often
gruesome, sometimes comical history of the Western tradition of defending one's
honor.
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The medieval justice of trial by combat evolved into the private duel by sword and pistol, with thousands of
honorable men-and not-so-honorable women-giving lives and limbs to wipe out an insult or prove a point.
The duel was essential to private, public, and political life, and those who followed the elaborate codes of
procedure were seldom prosecuted and rarely convicted-for, in fact, they were obeying a grand old tradition.

Based on her fascinating 1997 Smithsonian article, Barbara Holland's Gentlemen's Blood is the first trade
book to trace the remarkable, often gruesome, sometimes comical history of the Western tradition of
defending one's honor.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Barbara Holland's droll wit enlivens every book she touches." -- Arizona Republic

"Holland cheerfully, airily, describes the many forms the duel has taken over thhe centuries...[A] high-
spirited history of the art." -- Los Angeles Times

"Never did I imagine that dueling could be so enthralling, outrageous, gruesome,, tragic, and, yes,
ridiculous." -- Wall Street Journal

"On my honor, it's a good read." -- Raleigh News & Observer

"Remarkable and very funny...[Holland] is a gifted and joyful storyteller." -- Boston Globe

"Succulent material.Holland's dry wit and 'boys-will-be-boys' commentary enlivenns her storytelling." -- San
Francisco Chronicle

"This admirable book both informs and entertains." -- Dallas Morning News

About the Author

Barbara Holland is the author of thirteen previous books and has written for Smithsonian, Glamour, Playboy,
the Utne Reader, Redbook, Seventeen, and the Washington Post, among many others. She lives in the
Virginia Blue Ridge Mountains.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Anita Jones:

Book is usually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can realize everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Next to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A reserve Gentlemen's Blood: A History of Dueling
will make you to be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But
some of you think in which open or reading the book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they could
be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or suitable book with you?

Catherine Ng:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a e-book you will get new information mainly because book is one of numerous ways
to share the information as well as their idea. Second, examining a book will make an individual more



imaginative. When you reading a book especially fictional works book the author will bring someone to
imagine the story how the figures do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other people.
When you read this Gentlemen's Blood: A History of Dueling, it is possible to tells your family, friends
along with soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a guide.

Robert Dunham:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try to and must have the free time or they will get lots of
stress from both everyday life and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely indeed.
People is human not a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity have you got when the spare time
coming to anyone of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one, reading
publications. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, often the book you have read is
Gentlemen's Blood: A History of Dueling.

Sharon Keller:

You can obtain this Gentlemen's Blood: A History of Dueling by visit the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or
reviewing it could to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are
various. Not only through written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the
modern era including now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what your problem.
Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to
arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for
you.
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