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The first biography about the man The New York Times recently called "jazz's
all-around genius, matchless in his field as a composer, utterly original as an
improviser."

Saxophonist and composer Wayne Shorter is one of the great architects of jazz,
and a man whose influence will be felt by musicians and music fans for
generations to come. In this first biography of Shorter, Michelle Mercer traces
the amazing trajectory of his fifty-year career. As fellow jazz great Herbie
Hancock puts it: "Wayne Shorter has evolved as a human being to a point where
he can synthesize all the history of jazz into a very special, very alive musical
expression. Nobody else can do that now."

In many ways, Wayne Shorter's story is the story of modern American music.
Born in Newark, New Jersey, in 1933, he learned bebop as an adolescent in
cutting contests with Sonny Stitt and Sonny Rollins. In the 1950s, he graduated
to some "hard-drinking, hard bop years" with Art Blakey's Jazz Messengers. The
saxophonist was the catalyst in the famous 1960s quintet of Miles Davis, then
followed the trumpeter on his avant-garde electric excursions. In the 1970s, he
and Joe Zawinul pioneered fusion in Weather Report. Into the 1980s and 1990s
Wayne's solos graced pop recordings like Steely Dan's "Aja" and Joni Mitchell's
"Hejira." And today, at age seventy, he is leading the Wayne Shorter Quartet, a
group that critics have compared to Coltrane's classic quartet and to Davis's own
groundbreaking quintet.

A rich portrait of a great American artist, Footprints. makes a vital contribution
to the literature of jazz.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Legendary jazz saxophonist and composer Wayne Shorter gets an appreciative appraisal in this excellent
biography by music journalist Mercer, who follows this "determinedly eccentric" genius from his early days
with Art Blakey's Jazz Messengers in the late 1950s, through his stunning work with the Miles Davis Quintet
in the 1960s, to his popular jazz-rock fusion band Weather Report in the 1970s and his ongoing recording
and performing. She carefully details his early influences, including his mother's tireless indulgence of his
creative whims and his fascination with the 1948 film The Red Shoes, whose central conflict—living for
oneself versus living for one's art—would define his career. Mercer expertly investigates Shorter's
relationships with the two pianists who most influenced his music, fellow Davis Quintet member Herbie
Hancock and Weather Report co-leader Joe Zawinul, as well as the impact of his Buddhist faith on his
music. Mercer also shines in her consideration of some Shorter's less critically acclaimed efforts, including
his genre-defying work with Joni Mitchell and Brazilian pop singer and composer Milton Nascimento.
Interviews with Shorter, Carlos Santana, Amiri Baraka and dozens of others lend depth and tone to this
clear-eyed account. B&w photos not seen by PW.
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review
Footprints is a fascinating, often intimate account of his creative journey. -- San Francisco Chronicle

Intelligent and revealing. -- Financial Times

May be the closest we will come to an autobiography of one of the greatest composers and improvisers in
jazz. -- The New York Times

Mercer untangles Shorter's web of metaphysics, historic films and music making, and reties them all together
for an engrossing narrative. -- Downbeat

Mercer untangles Shorter's web of metaphysics, historic films and music making, and reties them all together
for an engrossing narrative. -- Billboard

Mercer's book is pleasurable and empathetic, essential for anyone who wants to get closer to this inscrutable
genius. -- The New Republic

[A]n elegant, questing biography into the mindset of the great jazz sax man.... -- Kirkus Reviews

[I]t's impossible to imagine a book that would give any better understanding of this enigmatic man. -- Los
Angeles Times

[a] well-told, thoroughly researched, and ultimately inspiring story of a jazz giant. -- Jazziz

a compelling and fascinating story, told with grace and candor. -- Sunday Seattle Times and Seattle Post-
Intelligencer

About the Author



Michelle Mercer is a music writer and a regular music commentator for National Public Radio's All Things
Considered. Her articles have appeared in The New York Times, Village Voice, Down Beat, and Jazziz.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mamie Esters:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the book entitled Footprints: The Life and Music of Wayne Shorter. Try to the
actual book Footprints: The Life and Music of Wayne Shorter as your close friend. It means that it can to get
your friend when you really feel alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is
very fortuned in your case. The book makes you more confidence because you can know every thing by the
book. So , let us make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Terry Kline:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they're still students or the item for all people in
the world, the particular best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that concern above. Every
person has different personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be forced someone or something
that they don't desire do that. You must know how great and also important the book Footprints: The Life
and Music of Wayne Shorter. All type of book can you see on many methods. You can look for the internet
sources or other social media.

Dan Morris:

This Footprints: The Life and Music of Wayne Shorter is great e-book for you because the content and that is
full of information for you who always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This kind
of book reveal it details accurately using great manage word or we can state no rambling sentences in it. So if
you are read that hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward
sentences but hard core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having Footprints: The Life and
Music of Wayne Shorter in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous 1.
We can say that no reserve that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen second right but this reserve already
do that. So , it is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt in which?

Robert Tanaka:

In this particular era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you have to do is
just spending your time very little but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of the books in the top
listing in your reading list is definitely Footprints: The Life and Music of Wayne Shorter. This book which is
qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking right up and
review this publication you can get many advantages.
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