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Nothing reveals more about a civilization than the gods and goddesses it
worshipped. For thousands of years humans have fashioned stories about divine
beings to explain their most mysterious, terrifying, and exalted experiences.
Today the names of many of these deities have fallen into obscurity. The
Dictionary of Ancient Deities brings these gods and goddesses back to light.

Here, in one superbly written volume, is every known divine being throughout
recorded history, from Athena and Brahma to the evil demon king Ngworekara
of the African Fan people and the Babylonian dream messenger Zaqar. With over
10,000 entries, The Dictionary of Ancient Deities is the most comprehensive
reference of its kind, covering not only gods and goddesses, but also spirits,
places, festivals, sacred texts and objects, heroes, monsters, demigods, and the
plethora of fantastic mythical beasts that have populated the human imagination
from time immemorial. The encyclopedia also includes many deities often
missing from standard collections, notably from Inuit, Native American, and
African cultures. Alphabetically arranged entries provide the name of each deity
(with alternate spellings), followed by the tribe or culture that worshipped the
deity. Most importantly, the entries--whether brief descriptions or longer essays--
offer lucid and engaging explanations of the origins and functions of the god or
goddess.

With a comprehensive index and an extensive bibliography, The Dictionary of
Ancient Deities is the best choice for anyone intrigued by the rich pantheon of
divine beings that have mirrored the human psyche and shaped our earliest
civilizations.
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Nothing reveals more about a civilization than the gods and goddesses it worshipped. For thousands of years
humans have fashioned stories about divine beings to explain their most mysterious, terrifying, and exalted
experiences. Today the names of many of these deities have fallen into obscurity. The Dictionary of Ancient
Deities brings these gods and goddesses back to light.

Here, in one superbly written volume, is every known divine being throughout recorded history, from Athena
and Brahma to the evil demon king Ngworekara of the African Fan people and the Babylonian dream
messenger Zaqar. With over 10,000 entries, The Dictionary of Ancient Deities is the most comprehensive
reference of its kind, covering not only gods and goddesses, but also spirits, places, festivals, sacred texts and
objects, heroes, monsters, demigods, and the plethora of fantastic mythical beasts that have populated the
human imagination from time immemorial. The encyclopedia also includes many deities often missing from
standard collections, notably from Inuit, Native American, and African cultures. Alphabetically arranged
entries provide the name of each deity (with alternate spellings), followed by the tribe or culture that
worshipped the deity. Most importantly, the entries--whether brief descriptions or longer essays--offer lucid
and engaging explanations of the origins and functions of the god or goddess.

With a comprehensive index and an extensive bibliography, The Dictionary of Ancient Deities is the best
choice for anyone intrigued by the rich pantheon of divine beings that have mirrored the human psyche and
shaped our earliest civilizations.
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Editorial Review

Review
"A valuable resource for quick reference and for beginning research on the topic."--Library Journal

About the Author

Patricia Turner is a writer and researcher living in Daly City, California. The late Charles Russell Coulter,
of Los Angeles, was a novelist and engineer.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Homer Douglas:

The particular book Dictionary of Ancient Deities will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading
a book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to see, this book
very appropriate to you. The book Dictionary of Ancient Deities is much recommended to you to see. You
can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Jessica Davis:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This particular Dictionary of Ancient Deities can give you a lot of
friends because by you checking out this one book you have thing that they don't and make a person more
like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get success. This publication offer you
information that maybe your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than additional make you to be
great folks. So , why hesitate? We should have Dictionary of Ancient Deities.

Michael Mitchell:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book had been rare? Why so
many concern for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book and also novel and Dictionary of Ancient Deities or perhaps
others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel would like to
read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or students especially. Those publications are
helping them to add their knowledge. In different case, beside science e-book, any other book likes
Dictionary of Ancient Deities to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like here.



Santos Ball:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got students? We believe that that query was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. So you know that
little person similar to reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important along with book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to increase you
knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update with regards to
something by book. Different categories of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them
is actually Dictionary of Ancient Deities.
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