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Böll’s well-known opposition to fascism and war informs this moving story of a
single day in the life of traumatized soldier Robert Faehmel, scion of a family of
successful Cologne architects, as he struggles to return to ordinary life after the
Second World War. An encounter with a war-time  nemesis, now a power in the
reconstruction of Germany, forces him to confront private memories and the
wounds of Germany’s defeat in the two World Wars.
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Editorial Review

Review
THE ESSENTIAL HEINRICH BÖLL

"Daringly and hypnotically written... an extended soliloquy on memory, recrimination and tenuous hope."
—Sam Sacks, The Wall Street Journal

"Böll is an expert marksman: the arrows are sharp, the feathers smooth, the targets numerous."
—The New York Times

"His work reaches the highest level of creative originality and stylistic perfection."
—The Daily Telegraph

"The renewal of German literature, to which Heinrich Böll's achievements witness, and of which they are a
significant part, is not an experiment with form. Instead it is a rebirth out of annihilation, a resurrection, a
culture which, ravaged by icy nights and condemned to extinction, sends up new shoots, blossoms, and
matures to the joy and benefit of us all."
—The Nobel Prize Committee

“The claim that Böll is the true successor to Thomas Mann can be defended by his novel Billiards at Half-
Past Nine.”
—The Scotsman

“A work in the best tradition of the German novel, taking up the thread broken by the Third Reich, the thread
spun by Remarque’s All Quiet on the Western Front and Fallada’s Little Man, What Now?”
—Christian Science Monitor

“A man of deep feeling and intelligence, speaking in a strongly contemporary voice, [Böll] recorded in his
early stories the way it felt to come home to a destroyed country. The tone was neither angry, ironic nor
surreal. On the contrary, these stories gave us the slow-moving thoughtfulness of a narrator in pain, walking
about on a lunar landscape, knowing he must make sense of things more quickly than he is able to do.”
—Vivian Gornick, The New York Times

About the Author
In 1972, Heinrich Böll became the first German to win the Nobel Prize for literature since Thomas Mann in
1929. Born in Cologne, in 1917, Böll was reared in a liberal Catholic, pacifist family. Drafted into the
Wehrmacht, he served on the Russian and French fronts and was wounded four times before he found
himself in an American prison camp. After the war he enrolled at the University of Cologne, but dropped out
to write about his shattering experiences as a soldier. His first novel, The Train Was on Time, was published
in 1949, and he went on to become one of the most prolific and important of post-war German writers. His
best-known novels include Billiards at Half-Past Nine (1959), The Clown (1963), Group Portrait with Lady
(1971), and The Safety Net (1979). In 1981 he published a memoir, What’s to Become of the Boy? or:
Something to Do with Books. Böll served for several years as the president of International P.E.N. and was a
leading defender of the intellectual freedom of writers throughout the world. He died in June 1985.



Jessa Crispin is the editor and founder of Bookslut.com. She is also a reviewer for NPR’s “Books We
Like,” and her writing has appeared in The Washington Post, The Chicago Sun-Times, The Guardian, and
The Toronto Globe and Mail, among other publications. She lives in Berlin.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Charles English:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or even goal; it means that guide
has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Think about the person who don't
like reading a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book when they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you will need this Billiards at Half-Past Nine (The Essential Heinrich Boll).

Ester Beckles:

The book Billiards at Half-Past Nine (The Essential Heinrich Boll) can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. Why must we leave the good thing like a book
Billiards at Half-Past Nine (The Essential Heinrich Boll)? Some of you have a different opinion about e-
book. But one aim that book can give many information for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to
closer using your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you may give for each other; you may
share all of these. Book Billiards at Half-Past Nine (The Essential Heinrich Boll) has simple shape however,
you know: it has great and big function for you. You can search the enormous world by wide open and read a
e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Robert Burmeister:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book may be option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the reserve untitled Billiards at Half-Past Nine (The Essential Heinrich Boll)
can be excellent book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Clayton Johnson:

Reading a book to become new life style in this season; every people loves to study a book. When you
examine a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your
knowledge, mainly because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on
what types of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your research, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, such us novel, comics, as well



as soon. The Billiards at Half-Past Nine (The Essential Heinrich Boll) will give you a new experience in
studying a book.
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