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This complete revision and updating of Professor Robins' classic text offers a
comprehensive account of the history of linguistic thought from its European
origins some 2500 years ago to the present day. It examines the independent
development of linguistic science in China and Medieval Islam, and especially in
India, which was to have a profound effect on European and American linguistics
from the end of the eighteenth century.

The fourth edition of A Short History of Linguistics gives a greater prominence to
the work of Wilhelm von Humboldt, because of the lasting importance of his
work on language in relation to general eighteenth century thinking and of its
perceived relevance in the latter half of the twentieth century to several aspects of
generative grammatical theory. The final section, covering the twentieth century,
has been rewritten and divided into two new chapters, so as to deal effectively
with the increasingly divergent development of descriptive and theoretical
linguistics that took place in the latter half of this century.

Readable and authoritative, Professor Robins' introduction provides a clear and
up-to-date overview of all the major issues in the light of contemporary scholarly
debate, and will be essential reading for undergraduate and graduate students of
linguistics alike.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Altogether an excellent book, at once interesting and authoritative" The Year's Work in English Studies

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Marietta Allred:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to understand everything in the world. Each book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they consider because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Why not the person who
don't like reading through a book? Sometime, person feel need book once they found difficult problem or
maybe exercise. Well, probably you'll have this A Short History of Linguistics (Longman Linguistics
Library).

Kevin Hamby:

The book A Short History of Linguistics (Longman Linguistics Library) make one feel enjoy for your spare
time. You may use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you
getting tension or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make looking at a book A Short
History of Linguistics (Longman Linguistics Library) to get your habit, you can get much more advantages,
like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You may know
everything if you like open up and read a book A Short History of Linguistics (Longman Linguistics
Library). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or some others. So , how
do you think about this book?

Clarine Davidson:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try and and must have the extra time or they will get great
deal of stress from both daily life and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not just a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to you of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you ever try
this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the book you have
read is definitely A Short History of Linguistics (Longman Linguistics Library).



Brianna Bell:

On this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you have
to do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of the
books in the top listing in your reading list is actually A Short History of Linguistics (Longman Linguistics
Library). This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in growing to be
precious person. By looking upward and review this book you can get many advantages.
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