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How the classical and medieval conceptions of Fortune shifted to the modern
notion of chanceIs chance nothing more than a projection of human desire on to
the world? In this fascinating new study, John Lyons argues that the idea of
chance assumed new vigour in the late Renaissance, when converging
philosophical and literary currents demystified the powerful concept of Fortune,
sensitizing writers to the relationship between human desire and the world's
apparent randomness. Up to now, the story of chance has been written by
historians of mathematical thought and has focused on calculation, probability
and gambling. Lyons, by contrast, highlights the ethical, aesthetic and even erotic
aspects of chance. He offers detailed readings of the works of major French
authors - Montaigne, Corneille, Lafayette, Scudéry, Pascal, Racine, Bossuet, and
La Bruyère.
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How the classical and medieval conceptions of Fortune shifted to the modern notion of chanceIs chance
nothing more than a projection of human desire on to the world? In this fascinating new study, John Lyons
argues that the idea of chance assumed new vigour in the late Renaissance, when converging philosophical
and literary currents demystified the powerful concept of Fortune, sensitizing writers to the relationship
between human desire and the world's apparent randomness. Up to now, the story of chance has been written
by historians of mathematical thought and has focused on calculation, probability and gambling. Lyons, by
contrast, highlights the ethical, aesthetic and even erotic aspects of chance. He offers detailed readings of the
works of major French authors - Montaigne, Corneille, Lafayette, Scudéry, Pascal, Racine, Bossuet, and La
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Editorial Review

Review

Eloquent and compelling, this is a noteworthy contribution to the field. Highly recommended.

(Choice)

About the Author

John Lyons is Commonwealth Professor of French at the University of Virginia.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Terrance Allen:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information these days can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is from the former life are challenging be find than now could be taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable
resource then you understand it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take The Phantom of Chance: From Fortune to
Randomness in Seventeenth-Century French Literature (Edinburgh Critical Studies in Renaissance Culture)
as the daily resource information.

Johnny Powers:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book when compared
with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find
guide that need more time to be go through. The Phantom of Chance: From Fortune to Randomness in
Seventeenth-Century French Literature (Edinburgh Critical Studies in Renaissance Culture) can be your
answer as it can be read by you who have those short spare time problems.

John Wannamaker:

This The Phantom of Chance: From Fortune to Randomness in Seventeenth-Century French Literature
(Edinburgh Critical Studies in Renaissance Culture) is new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for
some information since it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you
know or else you who still having little digest in reading this The Phantom of Chance: From Fortune to



Randomness in Seventeenth-Century French Literature (Edinburgh Critical Studies in Renaissance Culture)
can be the light food for you personally because the information inside this particular book is easy to get by
anyone. These books acquire itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book
form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this book is the answer. So
there isn't any in reading a publication especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should
be here for anyone. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book variety for your better life and also knowledge.

Cornell Warren:

Some people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt that when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the actual book The Phantom of Chance: From Fortune to
Randomness in Seventeenth-Century French Literature (Edinburgh Critical Studies in Renaissance Culture)
to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading talent is developing when you
such as reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the sensation about book
and reading through especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to available a book and learn it. Beside
that the book The Phantom of Chance: From Fortune to Randomness in Seventeenth-Century French
Literature (Edinburgh Critical Studies in Renaissance Culture) can to be your brand-new friend when you're
really feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of their time.
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