Rebecca West: Heroism, Rebellion, and the
Female Epic (Contributions in Women's
Studies)

By Bernard Schweizer

- Read Online ©

Rebecca West: Heroism, Rebellion, and the Female Epic (Contributionsin
Women's Studies) By Bernard Schweizer

Rebecca West (1892-1983) was a prominent English critic, journalist, and
novelist. She contributed to feminist and socialist magazines, had alengthy
relationship with H. G. Wells, and was named Dame of the British Empirein
1959. Her literary reputation declined after 1970 and was revived in the mid-
1980s, with the posthumous publication of three novels and a memoir, aswells as
the reissue of several earlier works. With the violent disintegration of Yugoslavia
in the 1990s, West's Black Lamb and Grey Falcon catapulted her into the
limelight and brought her wide critical attention. This book offers a much-needed
assessment of her literary career.

Schweizer's volume analyzes West's spiritual and philosophical ideas, asserting
that her novels and travel writings betray an epic impulse and therefore reinvent
epic heroism in feminist terms. Thefirst part of this study examines her fiction,
including, The Judge and the trilogy of novels about the Aubrey family.
Philosophical and conceptual elementsin her fictional and nonfictional prose are
explored, relating her ideas to other thinkers. The volume closes with alook at
West's reworking of epic conventionsin her travel writings, including her
unfinished Survivorsin Mexico.
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Rebecca West (1892-1983) was a prominent English critic, journalist, and novelist. She contributed to
feminist and socialist magazines, had alengthy relationship with H. G. Wells, and was hamed Dame of the
British Empire in 1959. Her literary reputation declined after 1970 and was revived in the mid-1980s, with
the posthumous publication of three novels and a memoir, as wells as the reissue of several earlier works.
With the violent disintegration of Yugoslaviain the 1990s, West's Black Lamb and Grey Falcon catapulted
her into the limelight and brought her wide critical attention. This book offers a much-needed assessment of
her literary career.

Schweizer's volume analyzes West's spiritual and philosophical ideas, asserting that her novels and travel
writings betray an epic impulse and therefore reinvent epic heroism in feminist terms. The first part of this
study examines her fiction, including, The Judge and the trilogy of novels about the Aubrey family.
Philosophical and conceptual elements in her fictional and nonfictional prose are explored, relating her ideas
to other thinkers. The volume closes with alook at West's reworking of epic conventionsin her travel
writings, including her unfinished Survivorsin Mexico.
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Editorial Review

Review

"In short, thisis an essential volume for anyone who wishes to be up-to-date on West's work. The extensive
notes and introduction show that Schweizer is keenly aware of the history of West criticism and his
important place within it. Highly recommended. L ower-division undergraduates through faculty; general
readers."-Choice

?In short, thisis an essential volume for anyone who wishes to be up-to-date on West's work. The extensive
notes and introduction show that Schweizer is keenly aware of the history of West criticism and his
important place within it. Highly recommended. L ower-division undergraduates through faculty; general
readers.?-Choice

About the Author

BERNARD SCHWEIZER is Assistant Professor of English Literature at Long Island University. Born and
raised in Switzerland, he taught at the University of Zurich for three years. He is author of Radicals on the
Road: The Politics of English Travel Writing in the 1930s (2001), and editor of Rebecca West's Survivorsin
Mexico (2003).

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Donna Wood:

The book Rebecca West: Heroism, Rebellion, and the Female Epic (Contributions in Women's Studies)
make one feel enjoy for your spare time. Y ou can use to make your capable considerably more increase.
Book can being your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem with the subject. If you can
make examining a book Rebecca West: Heroism, Rebellion, and the Female Epic (Contributionsin Women's
Studies) being your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your
knowledge about several or all subjects. Y ou could know everything if you like open and read areserve
Rebecca West: Heroism, Rebellion, and the Female Epic (Contributions in Women's Studies). Kinds of book
are alot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about
this book?

Anthony Green:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specifically book entitled
Rebecca West: Heroism, Rebellion, and the Female Epic (Contributions in Women's Studies) your brain will
drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely
can become your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a e-book then become one contact
form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get just before. The Rebecca West: Heroism,
Rebellion, and the Female Epic (Contributions in Women's Studies) giving you a different experience more



than blown away your brain but also giving you useful info for your better life in this era. So now let us show
you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished reading it,
like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Yvonne Tetrault:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its protect may doesn't
work is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic asin the outside
seem likes. Maybe you answer can be Rebecca West: Heroism, Rebellion, and the Female Epic
(Contributions in Women's Studies) why because the excellent cover that make you consider concerning the
content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside as well as
cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

William Hayes:

Y ou may spend your free time to learn this book this e-book. This Rebecca West: Heroism, Rebellion, and
the Female Epic (Contributions in Women's Studies) is simple to create you can read it in the recreation area,
in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not have much space to bring typically the printed book, you
can buy the actual e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. Y ou can save often the book in your smart
phone. And so there are alot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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