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One of the first books on “Gays in the Military” published following the historic
repeal of “Don’t Ask Don’t Tell” in 2011, Napoleonic Friendship examines the
history of male intimacy in the French military, from Napoleon to the First World
War. Echoing the historical record of gay soldiers in the United
States, Napoleonic Friendship is the first book-length study on the origin of queer
soldiers in modern France. Based on extensive archival research in France, the
book traces the development of affectionate friendships in the French Army from
1789 to 1916. Following the French Revolution, radical military reforms created
conditions for new physical and emotional intimacy between soldiers,
establishing a model of fraternal affection during the Revolutionary and
Napoleonic Wars that would persist amid the ravages of the Franco-Prussian War
and World War I. Through readings of Napoleonic military memoirs (and other
non-fiction archival material) and French military fiction (from Hugo and Balzac
to Zola and Proust), Martin examines a broad range of emotional and erotic
relationships, from combat buddies to soldier lovers. He argues that the French
Revolution’s emphasis on military fraternity evolved into an unprecedented sense
of camaraderie in the armies of Napoleon. For many soldiers, the hardships of
combat led to intimate friendships. For some, the homosociality of military life
inspired mutual affection, lifelong commitment, and homoerotic desire.
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One of the first books on “Gays in the Military” published following the historic repeal of “Don’t Ask Don’t
Tell” in 2011, Napoleonic Friendship examines the history of male intimacy in the French military, from
Napoleon to the First World War. Echoing the historical record of gay soldiers in the United
States, Napoleonic Friendship is the first book-length study on the origin of queer soldiers in modern France.
Based on extensive archival research in France, the book traces the development of affectionate friendships
in the French Army from 1789 to 1916. Following the French Revolution, radical military reforms created
conditions for new physical and emotional intimacy between soldiers, establishing a model of fraternal
affection during the Revolutionary and Napoleonic Wars that would persist amid the ravages of the Franco-
Prussian War and World War I. Through readings of Napoleonic military memoirs (and other non-fiction
archival material) and French military fiction (from Hugo and Balzac to Zola and Proust), Martin examines a
broad range of emotional and erotic relationships, from combat buddies to soldier lovers. He argues that the
French Revolution’s emphasis on military fraternity evolved into an unprecedented sense of camaraderie in
the armies of Napoleon. For many soldiers, the hardships of combat led to intimate friendships. For some,
the homosociality of military life inspired mutual affection, lifelong commitment, and homoerotic desire.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Wilma Hines:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave,
like looking for your favorite reserve and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your problem; you can
add your knowledge by the publication entitled Napoleonic Friendship: Military Fraternity, Intimacy, and
Sexuality in Nineteenth-Century France (Becoming Modern: New Nineteenth-Century Studies). Try to
stumble through book Napoleonic Friendship: Military Fraternity, Intimacy, and Sexuality in Nineteenth-
Century France (Becoming Modern: New Nineteenth-Century Studies) as your close friend. It means that it
can for being your friend when you feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter than in the past.
Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know every
little thing by the book. So , let me make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Chad Steinberger:

Do you among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This Napoleonic Friendship: Military Fraternity, Intimacy, and Sexuality in
Nineteenth-Century France (Becoming Modern: New Nineteenth-Century Studies) book is readable by
means of you who hate the straight word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable
examining experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer
associated with Napoleonic Friendship: Military Fraternity, Intimacy, and Sexuality in Nineteenth-Century
France (Becoming Modern: New Nineteenth-Century Studies) content conveys thinking easily to understand
by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different as it. So , do you
continue to thinking Napoleonic Friendship: Military Fraternity, Intimacy, and Sexuality in Nineteenth-
Century France (Becoming Modern: New Nineteenth-Century Studies) is not loveable to be your top
checklist reading book?

Michael Grammer:

Napoleonic Friendship: Military Fraternity, Intimacy, and Sexuality in Nineteenth-Century France
(Becoming Modern: New Nineteenth-Century Studies) can be one of your basic books that are good idea.
Most of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that will increase
your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information.
The article author giving his/her effort that will put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing
Napoleonic Friendship: Military Fraternity, Intimacy, and Sexuality in Nineteenth-Century France
(Becoming Modern: New Nineteenth-Century Studies) yet doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader
the hottest as well as based confirm resource info that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great



information can easily drawn you into completely new stage of crucial pondering.

Mary Linkous:

As we know that book is important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a book we can know
everything we want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This publication Napoleonic Friendship: Military Fraternity, Intimacy, and Sexuality in
Nineteenth-Century France (Becoming Modern: New Nineteenth-Century Studies) was filled regarding
science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some
people has various feel when they reading any book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can
sense enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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