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In his last days, Mussolini, the tyrant, was in the grip of anger, shame, and
depression. The German armed forces that had sustained his puppet government
since its creation in September 1943 were being inexorably driven out of Italy,
the frontiers of his Fascist republic were shrinking daily and Mussolini was
aware that German military leaders were negotiating with the Allies behind his
back in neutral Switzerland. Moseley's well-researched and highly engaging
tome throws light on the last twenty months of the despot's life and culminates
with the dramatic capture and execution of Mussolini (and his mistress Claretta
Petacci) by partisans of the Italian resistance on April 28, 1945.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
With a lucid style and a well-paced narrative, Moseley chronicles how, while Hitler and Nazi Germany
became more radical, Mussolini and Fascist Italy degenerated into chaos. Moseley, former chief European
correspondent for the Chicago Tribune and author of a highly regarded biography of Mussolini's foreign
minister and son-in-law, Galeazzo Ciano (Mussolini's Shadow), has written a welcome synthesis of the final
months of the fascist regime, beginning in 1943. In doing so, he uncovers the venality, intrigue, corruption,
treachery and barbarism of the Fascist and Nazi regimes. The day after the Allies invaded Sicily and made
preparations for an invasion of the mainland while their planes were bombing Rome, Turin and Milan,
Mussolini was deposed by King Victor Emmanuel III in a (for the time being) bloodless coup d'état. Moseley
shows how Ciano was instrumental in this development and the tragic fate that awaited him. Mussolini is
portrayed (accurately) as deflated, depressed and having come late to the realization that he had "ruined
Italy." Moseley devotes chapters to the fate of the Roman Jews; the partisan underground; and wartime
atrocities, (most of which are attributed to the Germans, thereby giving the false impression that Italian
Fascists committed no war crimes). Moseley's telling of the theft of Mussolini's corpse and the return of a
fragment of his brain reads like the plot of a bad horror film.
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review
Moseley has a crack journalist's nose for the evocative quotation or the vivid fact that encapsulates a larger
truth. (Thomas Simpson Chicago Tribune)

A welcome synthesis of the final months of the facist regime, beginning in 1943. He uncovers the venality,
intrigue, corruption, treachery and barbarism of the Facist and Nazi regimes. (Publishers Weekly)

Moseley discusses in remarkable detail, but with great readability and a swift narrative pace, the last 15
months of Italy's war. (R. J. Stone, The American Conservative)

Has elements of melodrama, of swashbuckling adventure, of tragedy and of comic opera. (Ap)

...his life, so splendidly captured, by Mosely... (Mario Szichman Goldsboro New-Argus)

About the Author
Ray Moseley was the chief European correspondent of the Chicago Tribune and in 1981 was runner-up for
the Pulitzer Prize in international reporting. During four decades as a foreign correspondent, he spent five
years in Rome and was also based in Moscow, London, Nairobi, Berlin, Belgrade, Cairo, and Brussels. He is
author of the widely acclaimed Mussolini's Shadow: The Double Life of Count Galeazzo Ciano. He lives in
England.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Enrique Myers:

The book Mussolini: The Last 600 Days of IL Duce give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time.



You can utilize to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you
getting pressure or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make reading through a book
Mussolini: The Last 600 Days of IL Duce to become your habit, you can get considerably more advantages,
like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You may know
everything if you like open up and read a e-book Mussolini: The Last 600 Days of IL Duce. Kinds of book
are several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this guide?

Alan Archuleta:

The book Mussolini: The Last 600 Days of IL Duce can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the great thing like a book Mussolini: The
Last 600 Days of IL Duce? Several of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim that book can
give many information for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer together with your book.
Knowledge or details that you take for that, you may give for each other; you may share all of these. Book
Mussolini: The Last 600 Days of IL Duce has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and big
function for you. You can look the enormous world by available and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Bessie Scudder:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the name Mussolini: The Last
600 Days of IL Duce suitable to you? Often the book was written by famous writer in this era. The book
untitled Mussolini: The Last 600 Days of IL Duceis a single of several books in which everyone read now.
This book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new
age that you ever know previous to. The author explained their concept in the simple way, so all of people
can easily to be aware of the core of this guide. This book will give you a large amount of information about
this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world in this book.

Estella Pierre:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This Mussolini: The Last 600 Days of IL Duce can give you a lot of
pals because by you investigating this one book you have factor that they don't and make an individual more
like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get success. This e-book offer you
information that might be your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than different make you to be
great folks. So , why hesitate? Let's have Mussolini: The Last 600 Days of IL Duce.
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