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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
When Max Havelaar was first published in Holland in 1860, it ignited a major political and social brouhaha.
The novel, written by a former official of the Dutch East Indian Civil Service under the pen name Multatuli,
exposed the massive corruption and cruelty rife in the Dutch colony of Java. Max Havelaar is an undeniably
autobiographical novel; like his hero, Multatuli--the pseudonym for Eduard Douwes Dekker--was an
Assistant Resident of Lebak in Java; like Havelaar in the novel, he resigned his position when his
accusations of corruption and abuse were disregarded by higher authorities, resulting in years of poverty for
both author and fictional hero. Max Havelaar is told from several different perspectives; the reader first
meets an Amsterdam coffee dealer named Droogstoppel, a man so obsessed with coffee that his every
thought and action is governed by it. Droogstoppel has come by a manuscript from an old schoolmate who,
down on his luck, has asked him to get it published. The schoolmate is Havelaar, and the manuscript relates
his experiences as an idealistic and generous young civil servant who tries to protect the poor and bring
justice to the powerless.

The central part of the novel details conditions in Java, particularly Havelaar's efforts to correct injustices in
the face of a corrupt government system. That his efforts will prove futile soon becomes apparent, and there
is something almost Greek in the inevitability of Havelaar's declining fortunes. Despite its tragic themes,
Max Havelaar is savagely funny, particularly the chapters narrated by Droogstoppel, a character unmatched
for his veniality, narrow-mindedness, or singular lack of understanding or imagination. Though Multatuli's
masterpiece is nearly 150 years old, it wears its age well, and Roy Edwards's excellent translation offers
English-speaking readers a wonderful opportunity to experience one of the Netherlands's great literary
classics.

About the Author
Multatuli is the pseudonym of Eduard Douwes Dekker (1820-1887). After 18 years of civil service in the
Dutch East Indies, he returned to Europe in 1856 a disillusioned man. The way the natives were treated by
their own as well as by the Dutch rulers offended him so much that he resigned after a public conflict. In his
novel Max Havelaar he recorded his experiences. The book was published in 1860 and made him an instant
success. Encouraged by this public acclaim, he decided to pursue a career as a writer. He became a sort of
national conscience, inspiring emancipatory movements such as freethinkers, socialists and anarchists.
Multatuli's career as a writer lasted exactly as long as his career as an official: 18 years. Then, once more
profoundly disillusioned, he decided to give up writing and took refuge in Germany, where he died in
February 1887.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Deborah Browning:

Here thing why that Max Havelaar: Or the Coffee Auctions of the Dutch Trading Company (Penguin
Classics) are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good however it
depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as delightful as food or not. Max Havelaar: Or
the Coffee Auctions of the Dutch Trading Company (Penguin Classics) giving you information deeper since



different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no reserve that similar with Max Havelaar: Or
the Coffee Auctions of the Dutch Trading Company (Penguin Classics). It gives you thrill reading through
journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is perhaps can be
happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your means home by
train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of Max Havelaar: Or
the Coffee Auctions of the Dutch Trading Company (Penguin Classics) in e-book can be your alternate.

Shawn Martinez:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of
new information. When you read a e-book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of
numerous ways to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading a book will make a person
more imaginative. When you studying a book especially fiction book the author will bring one to imagine the
story how the people do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other folks. When you
read this Max Havelaar: Or the Coffee Auctions of the Dutch Trading Company (Penguin Classics), you
could tells your family, friends and soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre,
make them reading a reserve.

Terrance Bartholomew:

You will get this Max Havelaar: Or the Coffee Auctions of the Dutch Trading Company (Penguin Classics)
by go to the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve trouble if you
get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only simply by written or printed but
can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking because of
your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more
information about your guide. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are
still up-date. Let's try to choose right ways for you.

Donald Barber:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is written or printed or highlighted from each source that filled update of news.
On this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social
like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just trying to find
the Max Havelaar: Or the Coffee Auctions of the Dutch Trading Company (Penguin Classics) when you
desired it?
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