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In 1987, more than a decade before the dawn of queer theory, Ifi Amadiume
published the groundbreaking Male Daughters, Female Husbands to critical
acclaim. This compelling, enduring, and highly original book argues that gender,
as constructed in Western feminist discourse, did not exist in Africa before the
colonial imposition of a dichotomous understanding of sexual difference.
Amadiume examines the African societal structures that enabled people to
achieve power within fluid masculine and feminine roles.

At a time when gender and queer theory is viewed by many as overly focused on
identity politics, this apt text not only warns against the danger of projecting
Western notions of difference onto other cultures, but also questions the very
concept of gender itself. Essential reading for anyone involved in gender studies
or anthropology, this outstanding new edition of Male Daughters, Female
Husbands will be invaluable for the next generation of researchers.
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In 1987, more than a decade before the dawn of queer theory, Ifi Amadiume published the groundbreaking
Male Daughters, Female Husbands to critical acclaim. This compelling, enduring, and highly original book
argues that gender, as constructed in Western feminist discourse, did not exist in Africa before the colonial
imposition of a dichotomous understanding of sexual difference. Amadiume examines the African societal
structures that enabled people to achieve power within fluid masculine and feminine roles.

At a time when gender and queer theory is viewed by many as overly focused on identity politics, this apt
text not only warns against the danger of projecting Western notions of difference onto other cultures, but
also questions the very concept of gender itself. Essential reading for anyone involved in gender studies or
anthropology, this outstanding new edition of Male Daughters, Female Husbands will be invaluable for the
next generation of researchers.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Meticulously researched. . . . An extremely important contribution.”
(Africa)

“This is a text that should be read widely and includes women's studies, social sciences and history. It will
surely be an important statement in the catalogue of anti-colonialist historiography.”

(West Africa)

“Required reading in a cross-cultural women's studies course. . . . Well researched, clearly written, with a
good bibliography, and efficiently produced. It can be depended upon to provoke lively discussion.”

(Choice)

“Essential reading for anyone interested in fundamental thinking about the issues of gender and sex in pre-
colonial societies.”

(Guardian (Nigeria))

“Ifi Amadiume, a Nigerian sociologist, has stepped out of the academic sidelines to tackle head on the issue
of racist social anthropology.”
(Africa Events)

1989 Outstanding Academic Title
(Choice)

“Male Daughters, Female Husbands is a groundbreaking work in the study of gender in Africa. It presents a
subtle, honest and clear portrait of gendered roles that upsets both the usual Western assumptions about how
human societies can be organized and several propagandistic treatments of gender in Africa that have been
published in the intervening years. This new edition of Amadiume's magnum opus deserves to be widely
read.”

(J. Lorand Matory, Duke University)

“Male Daughters and Female Husbands is a brilliant inspiration to open up gender theory to the originality
of African philosophies of being, social life and power. Amadiume argues, from detailed evidence, that new
potential emerges when we search past 'suppressed and fragmented information', to find Africa's own
concepts and practices of matricentricity and genderlessness, and the social history of women's movements.”

(Jane I. Guyer, Johns Hopkins University)

About the Author



Ifi Amadiume is associate professor at Dartmouth College and an award-winning Nigerian poet,
anthropologist, and essayist.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Daniel Reynolds:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their reader with their
story or their experience. Not only situation that share in the guides. But also they write about advantage
about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young
ones, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their
skill in writing, they also doing some research before they write with their book. One of them is this Male
Daughters, Female Husbands: Gender and Sex in an African Society (Critique. Influence. Change).

Sylvia Harrington:

The reason? Because this Male Daughters, Female Husbands: Gender and Sex in an African Society
(Critique. Influence. Change) is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap the
idea but latter it will distress you with the secret this inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic
author who have write the book in such remarkable way makes the content interior easier to understand,
entertaining technique but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having
this any longer or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book get
such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking way. So , still want to delay having that book? If
I were being you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

George Hughes:

Is it anyone who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by simply watching television programs
or just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Male Daughters, Female Husbands: Gender and
Sex in an African Society (Critique. Influence. Change) can be the solution, oh how comes? It's a book you
know. You are consequently out of date, spending your time by reading in this fresh era is common not a
nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Martina Lassiter:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book seemed to be rare? Why
so many problem for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes reading through, not only science book but novel and Male Daughters, Female Husbands:
Gender and Sex in an African Society (Critique. Influence. Change) as well as others sources were given
know-how for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel want to read more and more.
Science reserve was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those books are helping them to



increase their knowledge. In additional case, beside science guide, any other book likes Male Daughters,
Female Husbands: Gender and Sex in an African Society (Critique. Influence. Change) to make your spare
time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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