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One of the most important novelists of the early 19th century, Jane Austen
(1775-1817) continues to be read and studied today. Throughout her novels, she
creates characters who embody various virtues and limitations. The best
characters represent the best behavior, just as the less admirable ones behave in
less admirable ways. The courtesy books of the 18th century advise certain moral
behavior for character development. This book studies Austen's parallels to 18th
century courtesy books. Educational and recreational activities in Austen's
novels, such as reading, dancing, card-playing, and theatre-going, are often
similar to those activities recommended in the courtesy books with which Austen
would have been familiar. So too, various social activities and personal
characteristics depicted in Austen's novels frequently accord with courtesy book
recommendations.

Proper behavior was of great concern to Austen's contemporaries. Throughout
the 18th century, numerous courtesy books were written, advocating certain
moral behavior for character development. Austen would have been familiar with
these books, for they were influential during the late 18th century, when she grew
up, and in the early 19th century, when her works were published.

Although Austen is known as a novelist of manners, surprisingly little work has
been done to compare the manners recommended by the courtesy books of the
time with the manners of the characters in her novels. This study demonstrates
Austen's parallels with 18th century courtesy books in shaping her characters.
Educational and recreational activities in her works are often similar to the
activities recommended by the courtesy books of her time. So too, the social
activities and personal characteristics she presents frequently accord with the
recommendations of the courtesy books. Austen's reliance on courtesy books is
of great importance, for scholars have generally held that her novels are
reflective of the manners of the period. Without the documentation that this study
provides, such assertions would remain empty of authority.

http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0313305234
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0313305234
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0313305234


 Download Jane Austen and Eighteenth-Century Courtesy Books ...pdf

 Read Online Jane Austen and Eighteenth-Century Courtesy Book ...pdf

http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0313305234
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0313305234
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0313305234
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0313305234
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0313305234
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0313305234
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0313305234
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0313305234


Jane Austen and Eighteenth-Century Courtesy Books
(Contributions to the Study of World Literature)

By Penelope Fritzer

Jane Austen and Eighteenth-Century Courtesy Books (Contributions to the Study of World
Literature) By Penelope Fritzer

One of the most important novelists of the early 19th century, Jane Austen (1775-1817) continues to be read
and studied today. Throughout her novels, she creates characters who embody various virtues and
limitations. The best characters represent the best behavior, just as the less admirable ones behave in less
admirable ways. The courtesy books of the 18th century advise certain moral behavior for character
development. This book studies Austen's parallels to 18th century courtesy books. Educational and
recreational activities in Austen's novels, such as reading, dancing, card-playing, and theatre-going, are often
similar to those activities recommended in the courtesy books with which Austen would have been familiar.
So too, various social activities and personal characteristics depicted in Austen's novels frequently accord
with courtesy book recommendations.

Proper behavior was of great concern to Austen's contemporaries. Throughout the 18th century, numerous
courtesy books were written, advocating certain moral behavior for character development. Austen would
have been familiar with these books, for they were influential during the late 18th century, when she grew
up, and in the early 19th century, when her works were published.

Although Austen is known as a novelist of manners, surprisingly little work has been done to compare the
manners recommended by the courtesy books of the time with the manners of the characters in her novels.
This study demonstrates Austen's parallels with 18th century courtesy books in shaping her characters.
Educational and recreational activities in her works are often similar to the activities recommended by the
courtesy books of her time. So too, the social activities and personal characteristics she presents frequently
accord with the recommendations of the courtesy books. Austen's reliance on courtesy books is of great
importance, for scholars have generally held that her novels are reflective of the manners of the period.
Without the documentation that this study provides, such assertions would remain empty of authority.
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Editorial Review

Review
"What distinguishes Fritzer's approach is that she offers a full definition of courtesy books, drawing a good
deal on primary sources. She pulls together, reexamines, and enlarges previous notions of how these
concepts appear in Austen, devoting chapters to education, recreation, social intercourse, and personal
characteristics. Faculty and graduate students will find most use for Fritzer's sparse, focused, and well-
researched examination, though upper-division undergraduates in courses exploring the rich cultural
background of Austen's life and times will also be glad to have it."-Choice

"Fritzer's work provides valuable insights into what Austen believed regarding conduct and morality, and
what courtesy book authors espoused....Fritzer allows us to redisover Austen by way of discovering courtesy
book literature."-JASNA News

?Fritzer's work provides valuable insights into what Austen believed regarding conduct and morality, and
what courtesy book authors espoused....Fritzer allows us to redisover Austen by way of discovering courtesy
book literature.?-JASNA News

?What distinguishes Fritzer's approach is that she offers a full definition of courtesy books, drawing a good
deal on primary sources. She pulls together, reexamines, and enlarges previous notions of how these
concepts appear in Austen, devoting chapters to education, recreation, social intercourse, and personal
characteristics. Faculty and graduate students will find most use for Fritzer's sparse, focused, and well-
researched examination, though upper-division undergraduates in courses exploring the rich cultural
background of Austen's life and times will also be glad to have it.?-Choice

About the Author

PENELOPE JOAN FRITZER is Assistant Professor at the Davie Campus of Florida Atlantic University. Her
research interests include 19th century British literature, detective fiction, and humor studies, along with
various aspects of English and social studies education.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Valerie Israel:

The book Jane Austen and Eighteenth-Century Courtesy Books (Contributions to the Study of World
Literature) make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable much more increase.
Book can to become your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem along with your subject.
If you can make reading through a book Jane Austen and Eighteenth-Century Courtesy Books (Contributions
to the Study of World Literature) being your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your own
capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You can know everything if you like start and
read a book Jane Austen and Eighteenth-Century Courtesy Books (Contributions to the Study of World
Literature). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other folks. So ,
how do you think about this reserve?



Ethel Springer:

The book untitled Jane Austen and Eighteenth-Century Courtesy Books (Contributions to the Study of World
Literature) contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy method.
The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read the
item. The book was compiled by famous author. The author brings you in the new time of literary works.
You can actually read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or product, so you can read
the book inside anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open up their official web-site
and order it. Have a nice read.

Steven Murray:

This Jane Austen and Eighteenth-Century Courtesy Books (Contributions to the Study of World Literature)
is new way for you who has interest to look for some information given it relief your hunger details. Getting
deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having small amount of digest in
reading this Jane Austen and Eighteenth-Century Courtesy Books (Contributions to the Study of World
Literature) can be the light food for yourself because the information inside this book is easy to get simply by
anyone. These books acquire itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book
application form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this e-book is the
answer. So there is no in reading a guide especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should
be here for you. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book type for your better life as well as knowledge.

Christine Cote:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many query for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book but also novel and Jane Austen and Eighteenth-Century Courtesy Books
(Contributions to the Study of World Literature) or others sources were given knowledge for you. After you
know how the great a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or
perhaps students especially. Those guides are helping them to bring their knowledge. In some other case,
beside science e-book, any other book likes Jane Austen and Eighteenth-Century Courtesy Books
(Contributions to the Study of World Literature) to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many
types of book like this.
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