
In Pursuit of Lakshmi: The Political Economy
of the Indian State

By Lloyd I. Rudolph, Susanne Hoeber Rudolph

In Pursuit of Lakshmi: The Political Economy of the Indian State By Lloyd
I. Rudolph, Susanne Hoeber Rudolph

The pursuit of Lakshmi, the fickle goddess of prosperity and good fortune, is a
metaphor for the aspirations of the state and people of independent India. In the
latest of their distinguished contributions to South Asian studies, scholars Lloyd
I. Rudolph and Susanne Hoeber Rudolph focus on this modern-day pursuit by
offering a comprehensive analysis of India's political economy.

India occupies a paradoxical plane among nation states: it is both developed and
underdeveloped, rich and poor, strong and weak. These contrasts locate India in
the international order. The Rudolphs' theory of demand and command polities
provides a general framework for explaining the special circumstances of the
Indian experience.

Contrary to what one might expect in a country with great disparities of wealth,
no national party, right or left, pursues the politics of class. Instead, the Rudolphs
argue, private capital and organized labor in India face a "third actor"—the state.
Because of the dominance of the state makes class politics marginal, the state is
itself an element in the creation of the centrist-oriented social pluralism that has
characterized Indian politics since independence.

In analyzing the relationship between India's politics and its economy, the
Rudolphs maintain that India's economic performance has been only marginally
affected by the type of regime in power—authoritarian or democratic. More
important, they show that rising levels of social mobilization and personalistic
rule have contributed to declining state capacity and autonomy. At the same time,
social mobilization has led to a more equitable distribution of economic benefits
and political power, which has enhanced the state's legitimacy among its citizens.

The scope and explanatory power of In Pursuit of Lakshmi will make it essential
for all those interested in political economy, comparative politics, Asian studies
and India.
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offering a comprehensive analysis of India's political economy.

India occupies a paradoxical plane among nation states: it is both developed and underdeveloped, rich and
poor, strong and weak. These contrasts locate India in the international order. The Rudolphs' theory of
demand and command polities provides a general framework for explaining the special circumstances of the
Indian experience.

Contrary to what one might expect in a country with great disparities of wealth, no national party, right or
left, pursues the politics of class. Instead, the Rudolphs argue, private capital and organized labor in India
face a "third actor"—the state. Because of the dominance of the state makes class politics marginal, the state
is itself an element in the creation of the centrist-oriented social pluralism that has characterized Indian
politics since independence.

In analyzing the relationship between India's politics and its economy, the Rudolphs maintain that India's
economic performance has been only marginally affected by the type of regime in power—authoritarian or
democratic. More important, they show that rising levels of social mobilization and personalistic rule have
contributed to declining state capacity and autonomy. At the same time, social mobilization has led to a more
equitable distribution of economic benefits and political power, which has enhanced the state's legitimacy
among its citizens.

The scope and explanatory power of In Pursuit of Lakshmi will make it essential for all those interested in
political economy, comparative politics, Asian studies and India.
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover
The pursuit of Lakshmi, the fickle goddess of prosperity and good fortune, is a metaphor for the aspirations
of the state and people of independent India. In the latest of their distinguished contributions to South Asian
Studies, scholars Lloyd I. Rudolph and Susanne Hoeber Rudolph focus on this modern-day pursuit by
offering a comprehensive analysis of Indian's political economy.

About the Author

Lloyd I. Rudolph is professor of political science at the University of Chicago and Susanne Hoeber
Rudolph is William Benton Distinguished Service Professor of Political Science at the University of
Chicago. They are the authors of numerous books on India, including The Modernity of Tradition and
Gandhi, both published by the University of Chicago Press.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ruben Hardy:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read a
book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent 24 hours a day to reading
a reserve. The book In Pursuit of Lakshmi: The Political Economy of the Indian State it is quite good to read.
There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. When you did
not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read
this book through your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book offers high quality.

Gina Keller:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind expertise or
thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book when compared
with can satisfy your limited time to read it because this time you only find guide that need more time to be
learn. In Pursuit of Lakshmi: The Political Economy of the Indian State can be your answer given it can be
read by you who have those short time problems.

Natalie Althoff:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This book In Pursuit of Lakshmi: The Political Economy of the
Indian State was bright colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book In Pursuit
of Lakshmi: The Political Economy of the Indian State has many kinds or category. Start from kids until



young adults. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and think you are the character on there.
Therefore , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and relax. Try
to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading in which.

Hazel Fletcher:

As a university student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library
as well as to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's internal
or real their pastime. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there
but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring in addition to can't
see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know
that on this era, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this In Pursuit of Lakshmi: The Political Economy of the Indian State can make you
experience more interested to read.
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