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Few sources reveal the life of the ancient Romans as vividly as do the houses
preserved by the eruption of Vesuvius. Wealthy Romans lavished resources on
shaping their surroundings to impress their crowds of visitors. The fashions they
set were taken up and imitated by ordinary citizens. In this illustrated book,
Andrew Wallace-Hadrill explores the rich potential of the houses of Pompeii and
Herculaneum to offer new insights into Roman social life. Exposing
misconceptions derived from contemporary culture, he shows the close
interconnection of spheres we take as discrete: public and private, family and
outsiders, work and leisure.

Combining archaeological evidence with Roman texts and comparative material
from other cultures, Wallace-Hadrill raises a range of new questions. How did
the organization of space and the use of decoration help to structure social
encounters between owner and visitor, man and woman, master and slave? What
sort of "households" did the inhabitants of the Roman house form? How did the
world of work relate to that of entertainment and leisure? How widely did the
luxuries of the rich spread among the houses of craftsmen and shopkeepers?
Through analysis of the remains of over two hundred houses, Wallace-Hadrill
reveals the remarkably dynamic social environment of early imperial Italy, and
the vital part that houses came to play in defining what it meant "to live as a
Roman."
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Few sources reveal the life of the ancient Romans as vividly as do the houses preserved by the eruption of
Vesuvius. Wealthy Romans lavished resources on shaping their surroundings to impress their crowds of
visitors. The fashions they set were taken up and imitated by ordinary citizens. In this illustrated book,
Andrew Wallace-Hadrill explores the rich potential of the houses of Pompeii and Herculaneum to offer new
insights into Roman social life. Exposing misconceptions derived from contemporary culture, he shows the
close interconnection of spheres we take as discrete: public and private, family and outsiders, work and
leisure.

Combining archaeological evidence with Roman texts and comparative material from other cultures,
Wallace-Hadrill raises a range of new questions. How did the organization of space and the use of decoration
help to structure social encounters between owner and visitor, man and woman, master and slave? What sort
of "households" did the inhabitants of the Roman house form? How did the world of work relate to that of
entertainment and leisure? How widely did the luxuries of the rich spread among the houses of craftsmen and
shopkeepers? Through analysis of the remains of over two hundred houses, Wallace-Hadrill reveals the
remarkably dynamic social environment of early imperial Italy, and the vital part that houses came to play in
defining what it meant "to live as a Roman."
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Editorial Review

From Scientific American
[In] this splendidly illustrated book ... Wallace-Hadrill argues for a new understanding of urban life in the
early [Roman] empire. This book is highly recommended for anyone interested in GrecoRoman study.

Review
Winner of the James R. Wiseman Award, Archaeological Institute of America
One of Choice's Outstanding Academic Titles for 1994

"Wallace-Hadrill's book now joins the ranks of the revisionist studies [of Pompeian society], but far
surpasses them in the breadth of its vision and the fundamental nature of its challenge to the Maiurian
orthodoxy. Wallace-Hadrill belongs to a rare breed, the social historian who has an intimate first-hand
knowledge of the archaeological evidence; and this book is a fitting witness to the benefits which such a
range of interest can bestow. It is a major statement in its field, and will set the agenda for future generations
of researchers into Pompeian society."--Roger Ling, Burlington Magazine

"[In] this splendidly illustrated book . . . Wallace-Hadrill argues for a new understanding of urban life in the
early [Roman] empire. This book is highly recommended for anyone interested in Greco-Roman study."--
Richard S. Ascough, Religious Studies Review

From the Back Cover
Few sources reveal the life of the ancient Romans as vividly as do the houses preserved by the eruption of
Vesuvius. Wealthy Romans lavished resources on shaping their surroundings to impress their crowds of
visitors. The fashions they set were taken up and imitated by ordinary citizens. In this illustrated book,
Andrew Wallace-Hadrill explores the rich potential of the houses of Pompeii and Herculaneum to offer new
insights into Roman social life. Exposing misconceptions derived from contemporary culture, he shows the
close interconnection of spheres we take as discrete: public and private, family and outsiders, work and
leisure.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mark Spears:

The book Houses and Society in Pompeii and Herculaneum make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You
should use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you
getting tension or having big problem with your subject. If you can make reading through a book Houses and
Society in Pompeii and Herculaneum to be your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your
current capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you
like wide open and read a reserve Houses and Society in Pompeii and Herculaneum. Kinds of book are a lot
of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this publication?



James Jones:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With looking at you can get a
lot of information that can give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their reader with their story or
perhaps their experience. Not only the story that share in the publications. But also they write about the data
about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always try to improve
their ability in writing, they also doing some study before they write for their book. One of them is this
Houses and Society in Pompeii and Herculaneum.

William Johnson:

Beside this particular Houses and Society in Pompeii and Herculaneum in your phone, it may give you a way
to get more close to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you might got here is
fresh from oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow village. It is
good thing to have Houses and Society in Pompeii and Herculaneum because this book offers for your
requirements readable information. Do you often have book but you rarely get what it's interesting features
of. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be
questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss it? Find this book along with
read it from right now!

Jesse Mansell:

Within this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you
have to do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. On the list of
books in the top checklist in your reading list is Houses and Society in Pompeii and Herculaneum. This book
and that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking up and
review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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